MEN’S MINISTRY UPDATE (FEBRUARY)
The Men’s Ministry continued with their programme of breakfasts on Saturday 5th February.  Several announcements were made that we would like to make more widely known to men in the fellowship:    


1.  PRAYER REQUESTS

From now on, at each men’s ministry event in the hall, there will be a prayer request box.  These requests can be submitted anonymously if desired, or alternatively, contact details can be included if they wish to speak to someone in the Men’s Ministry Team.  Prayer is a vital weapon that we must use in our spiritual struggles against the enemy, but it is also a gift from God that can transform lives and situations.  It is our prayer that men will use this opportunity to the full at our meetings as an additional spiritual support.
2.  MEN’S PRAYER TEAM

Do you feel God’s calling to pray for your brothers in the church?  To support the prayer requests above, we would ask men in the fellowship who recognise the importance and power of prayer to consider making themselves available to join our Prayer Team.  This will not involve any commitment to attend meetings or to organise events (unless you do wish to come on board, of course!).  All we ask is that you dedicate a portion of your prayer time to praying through some of the requests that we expect to receive through the “prayer box”.  If you feel God’s call on you to serve Him in this way please contact one of the Men’s Ministry leaders.
3.  TESTIMONY BREAKFAST, SATURDAY 2ND APRIL:  If you feel you have a testimony that you would be willing to share with the group at the next breakfast please contact one of the leaders by Wednesday 30 March.  If you would like to discuss this before committing to give a testimony please also contact one of the leaders.

LESSON:  ENCOURAGEMENT

Bonus Fombo delivered yet another inspiring and challenging lesson, following up his earlier lessons on “forgiveness” and “unity”.  The scripture came from 1 Samuel  30: 1-18 and focused on the example of David who, having seen his family and those of the men in his army captured, turned to God in his hour of need.  Bonus compared David’s reaction to that of “the natural man” who, when facing difficult circumstances, resorts to complaining and seeks to appoint blame, and in doing so becomes little more than a victim.  Bonus encouraged us all to “confess positively” and speak positively into difficult and challenging situations, rather than to point the finger at each other in an accusing manner.  He urged us not to resort to complaining when we are faced with difficult circumstances, but rather to be proactive, to pray and seek God’s will to find solutions.    He notes that as believers, there is power in the words that we speak and we must not underestimate this.  To complain will not bring positive results, in fact it is likely to bring the opposite.  He went onto observe that if he ever feels there is a problem in the church that he feels this is God laying it on his heart so that he can do something positive to change the situation.  We should therefore learn from David’s response to his circumstances and notice also how God responded to David’s faith.   If we adopt a similar approach in how we deal with our brothers and sisters in the church, then we will honour God and he in turn will honour and sustain our fellowship.
The morning concluded with a time of prayer and testimony that further reinforced the powerful message the God had delivered through Bonus.  Thanks must also go to Ami Townsley and Ian Stewart for providing us with worship during the morning.  Our programme continues as below:

Next event:  10 Pin Bowling night on Friday 4 March (if interested, please let us know by Wednesday 2 March)

Next Breakfast:  Saturday 2 April (West Street Church Hall):  Testimony
