MEN’S MINISTRY UPDATE (JANUARY)
The Men’s Ministry Team held their latest social evening on Friday 14th January at the Church Hall in West Street.  A healthy turn out of 16 men were divided into 4 teams for a quiz with questions on Music, Sport, Film and Television, and “General Knowledge”.  I say “General Knowledge” in the broadest possible sense of the term.  If I tell you that Billy Hudson prepared the questions for this round, then I’m sure you’ll understand what I mean!  For example, did you know what separates men from gorillas or what it is illegal to do in Switzerland in a hotel room after 10pm (and don’t worry - it’s nothing obscene) ?  Well, the 16 men who were there on the night do now – and significantly more enlightened we feel as well! 

Our Minister, Rev Ian Cathcart led the victorious team who stayed ahead of the rest throughout the entire night, and to make sure they were easy to spot Ian, as captain, manfully adorned the ultimate honour….the helicopter hat (available from IKEA for about £3)!  To prove there is no favouritism within the men’s group, Ash’s team propped up the rest, holding onto last place (if not quite holding onto their pride!).  We certainly earned our jester’s hat (also available from IKEA….).
The joy of victory (or ignominy of defeat) was broken with the welcome arrival of some

fish and chips and…wait for it….. chocolate pizza!  What a delicacy - and

complimentary too!
On a more serious note, the social evenings continue to prove to be very popular.   They

are a vital way to bring men together in the church and build friendships that we hope

will grow forming an invaluable support network for men in the church.  We also

believe they compliment and underpin the spiritual ministry that we continue to develop

through our programme of men’s breakfasts.

While on the subject of the ministry, I have received a couple of enquiries recently from

members in the church who have asked if we are an outreach ministry.  In short, the

answer is “no”, or at least “not yet”.  We have been, from the beginning, focused on

trying to meet the spiritual needs of men within the fellowship at Penicuik South, and we

feel we are making good progress in this.  That is not to say that at some point in the

future we may broaden our scope and become more outreach focused.  However, the

men’s groups that we contacted and visited when were setting up our current ministry

seemed to be exclusive to men within the church, or at least to fellow believers.  This

very much agreed with our initial vision for the ministry and it continues to be our focus

at present.  It occurs to me that while we have shared the vision for the group with the

men who attend regularly, we have not shared these with the wider church.   For that, we

apologise, particularly if it has caused any confusion as to our purpose.  
We continue our programme of events in February with our next breakfast which will be

on the theme of encouragement.  A full calendar of forthcoming events can be found

elsewhere in this edition of Scope along with contact details for the leaders.

