


Minister’s Letter

Hello again. Hope you had a great summer — if that’s not too inappropriate a
word to describe the last two months. Here’s hoping for an Indian summer
right up until the end of November! But even in this strange summer season
there are truthsto reflect on in retrospect.

This past summer (or more spedifically the absence of one) put me in mind
of that verse in the New Testament where James talks about these people
who plan to go to this city and then do businessin that area of commerce ...
as if they were in control of everything. James just simply says no one
controls tomorrow but God. His grace can lead us to falsely conclude that
we have everything expertly planned —we don't.

In my up-bringing, you'll often hear me refer to my mother; my fatherless so.
Spiritually, however, it was my dad who was the one who always appeared
to take this message from Jamesinto histhinking more fully. he would often
end a sentence with “God willing.” My mum would always say that was really
just the Catholic side of his family ‘coming out’!

The point is simple: this past summer (and the changes many scientists
speculate are happening to the planet’s climate) teaches us that there is a
fragility to life we can often miss. This is a truth which we can lose as we
focus on the modern world’s apparent ability to control every outcome. Our
world — the western world at least - gives the impression that things don’t
happen unless we co-ordinate it that way. Then the waters are lapping at the
doors of Tewkesbury Cathedral and suddenly people seem less sure. And
it'snot just the weather.

The same stormsthat appear to be playing havoc with the summer seem to
be on-going in the world of stocks and shares as well with even greater
ferocity. The markets are almost as volatile as the rain statistics for this year;
as more and more people’s pensions seem destined to illustrate.

But these words aren’t to make people more anxious — the reverse. The
sense that we have this world under our collective thumb is obviously a
recentinvention. It stands little serious scrutiny. This summer brings us back
to that truth that James was so keen to teach and always keen to return to.
We need to come to God in our need and ask for his grace. We can take
nothing for granted because it all comes through his grace: from the sun
shining in our solar system to the breath we breathe; from the days now past
to the daysin the future. Everything is a gift from God — that's why this very
moment that you are reading the church magazine is called the present. It's
a gift we are meant to thank God for and not assume is ours by right.



| still hope you had as good a summer as you could have and | hope to see
you some Sunday soon too — God willing!
Yoursin Him, lan Cathcart

News from Howgate Kirk

We are a small very friendly Church with 45 members and 20 adherents.
We were without a Sunday School for a few years butlast year we started
again with 2 youngsters. We now have 11 youngsters and 2 teenagers and
our very dedicated Sunday School teachers. In June they had a 1st
Anniversary Party and a Prize-Giving Service. A very successful year.

Joyce Smith

There isa lotgoing on in the Howgate Hall. Keep your eye on events. Most
details go into the Town Crier. Any enquiries to Rosemary on 672277.

Penicuik South Kirk Auction
Sat 8th September at 1pm in West Street Hall
Viewing 11am — 1pm.
Do you have any unwanted furniture, sofas, toys, crockery, books, electiical
goods, bikes or anything else saleable? If so, would you like to donate them

to our auction? Thisis anideal opportunity to clear out the loft, garage etc.
There will also be a bookstall and home-baking.

Please phone Lynne on 679964 if you would like any furtherinformation orif
you have goods to donate. Please note thatitems can be collected. See you
on the day! All proceeds will be going to the South Kirk Minibus Project. Our
aim isto buy a minibus to be used within the Penicuik community.

Summer S Club Thank-you

Many thanks to Sheila Anderson and Alistair & Sarah Cowper who
organised and led S Club over the summer. The kids had a great time
learning about Bible Heroes, singing songs and playing some really
energetic games! Thanks again to all those who helped out over the
summer, it was really appreciated and meant that the leaders could have a
good break Just a reminder that S Club starts back again on Sunday 2nd
September with the leaders raring to go!

Gill Mackintosh




Getting to know :
Sandra Stewart (Child Protection Co-ordinator)
Age 53
Children 2 boys, Christopher and

Alasdair. Also 2 grand-
Daughters. Morgan and
Jennifer.

How long at SK

More than 25 years.

Fav praise song

The Lord’s My Shepherd
by Stuart Townend.

Fav food My son, Alasdairis a chef so anything cooked by him,
especially his fish and seafood dishes.

Fav holiday Somewhere sunny!

Fav pastime Going on holiday!

Fav book I have very edectic tastes. | could not really name one.

Fav film Probably The Sound of Music.

Inspiring But Ruth answered, "Don't ask me to leave you! Let me

scripture go with you. Wherever you go, | will go; wherever you
live, | will live. Your people will be my people, and your
God will be my God. Wherever you die, | will die and that
is where | will be buied. May the Lord's worst
Punishment come upon me if | let anything but death
separate me from you!" (Ruth 1: 16-17)

Fav sermon A recent sermon by Adrian Plass on 'Forgiveness

moved me greatly.

Other church
activities

Thursday evening bible study where | find support and
friendship as well as discussion and | enjoy speaking to
the young people some Sundays and | help at S Club.

Prayer for SK

That we grow as a church, making sure that everyone,
whatever their age, feels valued and loved.




Book Review—"A Gate Seldom Found” by Raymond Reid

Thisisa novel based on a tue story of a little known fellowship in southem
Ontalio at the turn of the last century. Alistair Stanhope, one of the main
characters, is shaken by the finality of his friend's untimely death and the
pain of this sudden loss causes Alistair to question his own faith. He is
unable to find the answers he is seeking within his own church and so he
and his wife, Priscilla, turn to a dose dircle of friends for support.

Their disenchantment with organized religion and
their thirst for more intimate fellowship inspire them
to worship in their own homes. Realising that God
doesn't live in structures of stone, they abandon
former rituals in their quest for a deeper Christian
life. As time passes, a few of these friends choose
voluntary poverty, sell all of their possessions and
give the money to the poor. They then travel to
various settlements as itinerant preachers where
they meet both acceptance and opposition to their
simple message.

I've just finished the book and it's left me wondering
about various issues that | don't really feel able to
share here. The story contains no miracdes, no
signs and wonders, no supernatural gifts of the Spint—Wheattdoescontain
however is an account of a simple living, loving, obedient faith in Christ
which | found so refreshing ... and challenging. I'd recommend it.

Paul Toms

Revival Meetings

We have dedded that Friday 31st August (at 7.30pm) will be our last
meeting in the Hall. Thereafter, we plan to continue the meetings in our
home at 33 Bog Road if there remains an interest. The aim as always,
would be to humbly seekthe presence of the Lord. We want to thank all the
people who have come along month after month to the meetings. Also,
special thanks to Alan Rennie who has helped to set up the sound
equipment and Stephen Elson who has played guitaralongside Caroline.

Paul and Caroline

Scope Deadline: Wed 26th Sep . Artides to: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please.




Wastewatchers Holiday Club- What a load of rubbish !

Well, hopefully that's not what the kids thought about the dub but it was the
titte of the theme song forthe club which we're all now singing in our sleep! .

We had a great week, 36 children attended the dub over the week and
each day had a different theme with the bible teaching based around this.
The children settled really quickly in their groups and enjoyed learning new
songs, making great junk models and doing lots of crafts such as clay pots,
musical instruments and lots more. The kids particularly enjoyed the drama
and games and had lots of fun putting make-up on the leaders! (you may
have seen the pictures already! ).

One of the most inspiring things to come out of the week for me was seeing
the 'young' teenagers build up relationships with the younger children and
encourage them to join in with everything, they just mucked in and got on
with different jobs over the week and were very committed to the club, |
don't know where they get all their energy from or maybe I'm just getting
old! It was also great to build up relationships with the other churches in
Penicuik and over the week people got to know each other and share some
special moments.

The week finished with a service on Friday night for the parents and families
of the children so that they could see what had been happening over the
week Thiswas well attended and there was a great buzz arund the Town
Hall on Friday night.

Thank you so much to everyone who helped to set up beforehand, helped
during the week, donated money, prayed over the holiday dub, handed in
items for usto use and to all the leaders and helpers. We really had a great
week and can't wait until next year! But seriously please remember the
holiday dub in your prayers; for the children with no church connection that
came along, for the young folk that were involved and the encouragement
they were to the children and the adults, for the building up of relationships
within the churches in Penicuik and for what the next step should be,
perhaps a 1 day Christmas holiday cdub or a more regular event?

Many thanks again, Gill Mackintosh

Deacons’ Court
Tues 25th September at 7.30pm inthe Church.

Agenda and minutes will be available shortly.




A Selection of Poems from the
Pen of Valentina Russell

A

Extreme Love
No river can quench
My love forYou
No scorching heat can
Burn it through

No fierce fire, can it devour
My love, my love for you
Runs deeper than

The well that waters the flock

Entwine my heart to yours
Like the basket weaver

With chords of sweet aromas
For thisis my heart for You

Letusleap like lambs
Upon Zion’s moors
Run together

hand in hand

Let me tell you of my
Love for You

Weep
Weep...
Your tears upon the Mercy Seat.
They are the ink
That will write tomorrow's sermon.
Pealls hid in the hiding place.
The ocean of His great love.

Tomorrow the song of joy
Shall awaken you.

Yes the song of hope
Shall be sung unto you.

Your sorrows

Shall not be unfelt.

His mercy shall carry you
Across the skies of
Sapphire blue.

And your pearls

Setinthe neckace of grace.

Transformed
In the darkness
| do not see
What my Lord does forme.
| feel the flame
It's cleansing me.
His hands do work
In mystery.
But I know | will come forth
An example of His Royal Deity.

Alpha Invitation Prayer and Worship Evening 2007
Thurs 13th September 7.30pm—9.30pm at Carberry Towe r

Thisisthe 10th Annual National Alpha Prayer event for Mid & East Lothian.
The evening will be led by Kenny Roger who was with Holy Trinity
Brompton and is now living in Edinburgh. FHona Marks, the Director of
Alpha Scotland will share the progress of Alpha in Scottand and worddwide.
The worship will be led by a music group gathered from around the Lothian

region. Contact 0131 663 2557 or01968 675614 for further details.




Our cracks and flaws

An eldedy woman had two large pots, each hung on the ends of a pole
which she carried across her neck. One of the pots had a crack in it while
the other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water.

At the end of the long walks from the stream to the house, the cracked pot
arrived only half full. For a full two years this went on daily, with the woman
bringing home only one and a half pots of water. Of course, the perfect pot
was proud of its accomplishments. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed
of its own imperfection, and miserable thatit could only do half of what it had
been made to do.

After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to the woman
one day by the stream. "I am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my
side causes water to leak out all the way back to your house." The old
woman smiled, "Did you notice that there are flowers on your side of the
path, but not on the other pot's side? That's because | have always known
about your flaw, so | planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and
every day while we walk back, you water them. For two years | have been
able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the table. Without you being
just the way you are, there would not be this beauty to grace the house."

Each of us has our own unique flaw. But it's the cracks and flaws we each
have that make our lives together so very interesting and rewarding. You've
just got to take each person for what they are and look for the good in them.

(submitted by Maurice Dower)

Events

Awakening: Sat 1st September at the Edinburgh Inter national
Conference Centre. Teaching and worship event with John Ortberg
(leafletsin vestibules).

Running the Race: Sat 8th September 12—4pm at Strat hclyde
Country Park. Sponsored 10K run for Tearfund. Plus associated ‘Praise
in the Park event. See www.runningtherace.co.uk.

Teenagers! What every parent needs to know: Mon 1st October at
7.30pm in the General Assembly Hall, Edinburgh. Reserved tickets
are £7.50. Details: tricda.fraser@cff.org.uk / www.careforthefamily.org.uk.
Michael W. Smith in Concert: Fri 12th October at th e SECC,

Glasgow. Book now at www.secc.co.uk or call the SECC Box Office
0870 040 4000.




