


Minister’s Letter

A big Autumnal ‘Hello’ to you all. We've made it all the way to October and
gtill there’s no Indian Summer — | would think it best not to hold your breath
waiting! Espeically after the ‘summer’ with which we had to deal!

Firstly | should say autumn is, by far, my favourite season of the year. |
know it's colder than summer (even this past summer) but, if you're dressed
forit, ljust thinkit's the best weather all year — | know everybody’s different.
Going outinto a fresh, brisk morning is so exhilerating. There’s no doubting
the temperature has gone down even in the last few days but for me it just
makes the house all the wamer on your return. Obviously whatever the
opposite of ‘cald-rife’ is, then that's me!

Whatever our reaction to the onset of autumn, the spiiitual version of the
‘hot being all the hotter’ because it's a cold day was something | thankfully
had just a few weeks ago. | need to share it with you to hopefully put your
own efforts for Jesus in some kind of perspective. Whatever those efforts
may be.

| had a person visit me in the Manse at the beginning of September which
made me realise a basic fact we rarely see ourselves as others see us— be
it positive or negative. The story of a childhood was outlined not outwith the
body of Chiist but within it. But nonetheless a fairly difficult tme was
described where the rules to follow Jesus were emphasized and the grace
of our Saviour appeared to be absent to a young person’s eyes. All this
individual’s syblings have long since left worshiping God to that time of
distant memories where trousers were short and dresses were floral and
everybody was still in the fashion!

Various things which were difficultissue s were charted outin chronological
order and all through this conversation, | had the one single thought: how
am | possibly going to say anything that will help? | don’t know what to do to
address this person’s very genuine set ofissues. This Chiistian finished by
saying to yourincreasingly figthened mininster that they were thankful to be
in Penicuik South Parish Church because they never left a Sunday service
without something from the sermon that helped them deal with following
Jesustoday.

| had already been helping this person and didn’t even know it. As | stay
faithful to my task of preaching what the text is saying then God is faithful.
Why am | surprised? “Draw near to God and God will draw near to you” was
a recent Sunday evening verse from James (4:8) which particularly struck



home to me — probably because | don't do it often enough. Staying dose
and just getting on with the job that God has called us to, is what the
Christian faith looks like a huge percentage of the time.

Eugene Petersen described faith as a long obediance towards Jesus. So
often the significant things that Jesus uses in our own lives or to reach
others are not what we view as siginificant. It'sjust a ‘getting on with things
for Jesus in Jesus’ way the best we can; not perfection, just a long
odediance in the one direction.

By His grace, God will every now and then let you see the impact. Not too
much because generally we'd just get carried away with ourselves and think
it was all our doing. But it's as we stay true to the day-by-day following of
Jesus in the way that He has gifted us to do that we hallow his name and
glorify His death and resurrection.

Yoursin Him, lan Cathcart
For Your Information

| want to try and manage my emails better — because I'm very bad at it
presentlyl So I'm going to have a ‘just for ministry stuff’ email. This is the
one to use from now on if you want to contact me. So well see if | can get
any better organised with this one: reviac@yahoo.co.uk is the new email
from nowon!

Parish News

Baby Ava Fraser, daughter of Shaun and Alison was dedicated on 14th
September.

Caleb and Phoebe Middleton, son and daughter of Peter and Vick were
baptised on 21st September.

Church Officer—Vacancy

We are looking for a new Church Officer to work 10 hours per week. The
rate of pay is £6.90 per hour. The duties indude opening the Church for
services, setting up the heating, keeping the Church thoroughly clean and
tidy, emptying bins, laundry of communion tablecloths and allowing people
access to the Church duiing the week, etc. For a full job description and to
note your interest please contact Mary Datrling (675260).



News from Deacon’s Court

We are planning to have a Sodal evening to get to know the new faces in
the church. If you are new to the South Church (perhaps you have joined us
since lan came to be our minister) then please contact Mary Darling
(675260) so you can be invited when thisis arranged.

Anne Hamilton has joined the Admin team and Alan Rennie is helping out
the Fabric team. The Gardening group will take overlooking after the church
garden however the Fabiic team would welcome anyone who could spare
an hour or two on Sat 4th October to tidy the garden and grounds at the
Church Hall.

There will be a meeting w/s 29th Sep to discuss where we donate the tithe
money from the bequest.

There was a long discussion about the future of Scope magazne (in the
light of Paul’'s abdication). While very favourable comments were made
about the style and content of the magazine, most deacons admitted they
were not good at contributing articles. To continue having Scope we
desperately need new input, fresh ideas and assistance to get the artides
published, ready for printing. If thisis something you can do, please contact
Mary Dailing (675260).

Mary Daiing

Scope Editor Needed

Unfortunately there was no response at all to a previous advert for a new
Scope editor. If you think it might be something you would like to do, please
speakto Mary Darling or myself. | am more than happy to help a new editor
get started if required. This Scope edition is the last one that | am editing
and so there may well be a gap in Scope production (and perhaps the
weely intimations may get alitiie bigger) until a new editoris found. | have
enjoyed producing Scope over the last few years and have enjoyed working
with the other members of the Scope team. | find now however that my
enthusiasm for the publication is not what it once was and so | think it is
better for Scope itself if someone new was to take over.

Paul Toms

Scope contact: Mary Darling (675260). Scottish Charity SC011871
Penicuik South Parish Church.




Services for October

5th: 11.15am - Morning Service with Communion, Semon - Bob
Mallinson. (1 John 2: 7-14). 7pm - Evening service (James 4: 13-14).

12th: 11.15am — Morning service - George & Helen Hogg will give an
update of their recent trip with Love Russia. 3pm — Traditional Afternoon
Communion Sernvice. 7pm — Evening service (James 4:15-17).

19th: 11.15am — Morning Service (1 John 2:15-27). 7pm — Evening
service (James5:1-6).

26th: 11.15am — Morning service (L John 2:28-3:10). 7pm — Praise
service led by Bob Mallinson & Denise Halcrow will talk about her tiip to
China.

‘Youthwork the Conference’
14—16 Novemberin Southport and 21—23 November in E  astbourne

Who is it for? For anyone who isinvolved in working with young people —
full or part-ime, volunteer or salaried, a few weeks in or been doing it for
years — there will be something for everyone.

Why should | come? ‘ Youthwork the Conference’ is for you if. you're
involved in youth work in any capacity, you want to be re-envisioned and
developed in your ministry, you need fresh and creative ideas, you want to
be motivated by innovative youth work practitioners and inspirational
speakers, you'd like to meet up with hundreds of other youth workers.

Theme Over the next three years of ‘Youthwork the Conference’, well be
exploring key themes that are at the heart of what it means to do Chiistian
youth work in the 21st century - Soul, Society and Service. ‘Youthwork the
Conference’ 2008 starts by focusing on the spiritual life and soul of the
youth worker. See: www.youthworkconference.co.uk

Women's Group
Wed 1st Oct 7:30pm: Puppets with Joan Cape
Wed 15th Oct 2:30pm: "Here to There" with Douglas Hamilton




Frenzy 2008

The day had finally come, after months of waiting and anticipating Frenzy
2008 had finally arrived. Sheila and | set off early with 3 young people in
tow and arrived in good time to enjoy a burger and cup of tea. The young
people of course deserted us as soon as we got there, but never mind.
Finally, after listening to some new Chiistian bands on Stage 2, the main
doors opened and the crowds poured in. Up until that point, | have to admit,
| had forgotten how it felt when you first walked in and felt the buzz It was
amazing, 7000 people there to praise God (loudly). Of course there were
specific bands | wanted to hear like Chris Tomlin, Leeland and YFriday but |
was determined | was not going to miss any of it.

I was not disappointed. As well as the bands | knew, there were other new
singers like Phil Wickham and older bands like David Crowder Band | had
not heard much of but enjoyed immensely.

We took a packed tea and enjoyed the sunshine outside whilst eating. We
met and chatted to fiends old and new from our congregation and from the
other places. Most importantly the young people met old and new fiiends. It
strengthens their faith to know that they are one of many of their generation
who are followers of Christ.

Frenzy 09 tickets go on sale in November. Check out www.frenzyfrenzy.
com for more info and if you look at the photos from 08 you will catch a
glimpse of Sheila. Starfield is already confimed for 09. Sheila and I, with
some young people as our cover, went to the Vine Church in Dunfemline in
May to see them and they were also at Frenzy 07. They are excellent!

Parents, buy your kids the tickets for Christmas and buy yourselves one at
the same time. That's what | do. If you don’t fancy it I'm sure there will be
enough adults going to supenise your young people. Let’s fill a bus!

Carol Hudson

Quiz Night!
Wednesday 26 ™ November at7:30pm in West Street Church Hall

Please arrive at 7:30pm to register and then the quiz will start at 8pm. Enter
as a team of 6 or come along on your own and we can sort out teams on
the night. Please contact Katrina on 670743 for more information.




Kids in Church

A litle boy was overheard praying: 'Lord, if you can't make me a better boy,
dont worry aboutit. 'm having a real good time like 1 am.’

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were on the way to
church service, 'And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?' One biight
litle girl replied, 'Because people are sleeping.’

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3. The
boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother
saw the opportunity fora moral lesson. 'If Jesus were sitting here, He would
say, 'Let my brother have the first pancake, | can wait.' Kevin turned to his
younger brother and said, ' Ryan, you be Jesus!

A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran
up to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay
dead in the sand. 'Daddy, what happened to him?' the son asked. 'He died
and went to Heaven,' the Dad replied. The boy thought a moment and then
said, 'Did God throw him back down?'

A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to their six-
year-old daughter and said, 'Would you like to say the blessing?' 'l wouldn't
know what to say,' the gif replied. 'Just say what you hear Mommy say,' the
wife answered. The daughter bowed her head and said, 'Lord, why on earth
did I invite all these people to dinner?’

Always Pray

The following was read out by Rommie during prayers at the moming
service on 21st Sep. Itistaken from "The Power of Simple Prayer" by Joyce
Meyer.

When you have a problem, pray. When you have a need, pray. When
somebody hurts your feelings, pray. When you are offended, pray. When
you are sick, pray. When you feel like giving up, pray. When someone you
love is suffeling, pray. When you don't know what to do, pray.

Comfort Rwanda

The thank offering for Comfort Rwanda came in at £2200 with the tax
recovered from Gift Aid still to be added.



Aviemore Half Marathon

One Sunday after Johnnie Humphrey's lesson on using our talents | felt very
challenged. God really talked to me very much that day and | have been
stretched out of my comfort zone in many areas of my life since then! It also
made me question what my talents really were and how | was using them to
benefit others? One of my passions (and so | assume it must be a talent!)is
running and when | run | use that precious time and space to give thanks
and praise to God for all that | can see around me and the joy | feel when |
am running freely. Also and more importantly, | take the opportunity to pray
to our Heavenly Father for all the people and situations | know that are in
need of prayer and healing. Recently my runs have been getting longer as |
have been praying fervently for Susan, Jonny and baby lona. | really am
convinced God has given me more energy to run farther so | can pray more! |
kept thinking there must be more | can do to help but | believe at the moment |
must just keep on praying for lona and praising God also for all the other
babies we have been blessed with in our families in Penicuik South Church.

Consequently, | have entered the Half Marathon in beautiful Aviemore on the
19" October and am proposing to run the course and pray for all our little ones
as| go round. With the abundance of infants we have, my hope is to dedicate
each of the 13 miles to a different baby and their family. So | would like to
invite all the mums & dads or grannies and grandpas even, of our new little
babiesin church or who are connected to someone at church to let me know
if I can indude them in my very long prayer cradle run! | have prepared
some simple request forms which are available in the Creche orin the
porches, or you can email me at lindadowlingl9@hotmail.com with your
child's name.

Thisisnot a sponsored event but if you feel indined to support me that way
please donate to the lona Fraser collection and continue praying for all our
special little folks!

Linda Dowling

Christmas Hampers Appeal Co-ordinator

Are you interested in taking over from Gladys who has been co-ordinating
this appeal since 2001? Gladys will co-ordinate this for the last time this
Christmas and is therefore looking for someone who could ‘shadow’ her
from the end of October, subsequent to taking over. If you want more
details, please contact Gladys before 27th October (676614 after 6pm).



Scripture Union at Cornbank Primary School:

The Jaffa Club

Scripture Union at Cornbank Primary School started in February 2006 and
was known from the start as “The JAFFA Club.” We had the wonderful
problem of having too many children for one group so started a second
JAFFA Club in January this year. The groups meet on Monday and
Wednesday lunchtimes with about 35 children attending the two groups.
The group leaders are Fiona Chadeson and Pat Duncan from the North
Church and Alison Herd, Linda Smith, lan Cathcart and Sarah Cowper from
the South Church.

In May a number of the JAFFA children attended an SU weekend at
Lendrick Muir. A few of these children had no church connection. We feel
very privileged to be able to spread the good news about Jesus so freely.
These are the days of shrinking numbers in churches, church populations
growing older and a cultural hostility to the gospel. The schoolsin Penicuik
have open doorsto the work of SU - a great way of being able to talk about
Jesusto children whose minds are open.

Thank you for your prayers. Please continue to pray for us that we continue
to have more children and enough helpers and that what we do will be
inspired by God.

The JAFFA Clubs have been supported finandally by the North Kirk,
enabling us to buy bibles and craft materials but our funds are running low.
Please pray that God will provide for our needs. Please also pray for the SU
group at Mauricewood that has been meeting for many years and for the
possibility of SU groups starting in other schoals.

If youd like any information about helping with an SU group, starting up a
new one or being involved in prayer support, please speakto Jackie Ringan
0131 445 4125 or Sarah Cowper677325.

Sarah Cowper

Operation Christmas Child

It is time once more to start gatheling your materials for the show boxes to
send abroad. Keep a look-out for an announcement that the leaflets are
available. This should be soon. If you require any information prior to this,
contact Bill Bruce (678527).



The Gift of Encouragement — Bob Gass (Word for Toda y)

A mother watched her son begin to drain of energy as the week went on. By
the end of the week he’d lost his desire to get out of bed. She heard the
alarm go off through his bedroom door. Apparently he just kept punching the
litle snooze button on the top. Fnally, after three or four extra rings she
walked in and said, ‘Son, it's time to get up.” He peeked out from under the
covers, ‘Can you give me a good reason to get up?’ She said, ‘Yes. Firgt, it's
Sunday - time for church. Second, you're 43 years old and you know better.
Third, you're the pastor and they expect you to be there.” Your pastor is
always on call. He gets drained; he needs encouragement. Give him some!

Richard DeHann writes, ‘Here are some creative ways a church can get rid
of their pastor. Hrst, you could look him straight in the eye while he’s
preaching and say ‘Amen,’ and he’ll preach himself to death in a few weeks.
Or you could acknowledge his good points, and he’ll probably work himself
into a grave by the end of the year. Or you could dedicate yourlife to Christ
and ask him to give you a job, such aswinning othersto Christ, and there’s
a good chance hell die immediately of heart failure. Or you could get the
whole church to unite in prayer behind him, and soon hell become so
effective that some larger church will take him off your hands and you won't
have to worry aboutitanymore.’ (1 Timothy 5:17).

(submitted by Andrew Inglis)

Hallelujah Party!
Friday 31 % October 6pm to 8:30pm at West Street Church Hall

If you're Primary school age, come along for lots of fun and games. There
will also be a Fancy Dress. A snack will also be provided. Why not invite a
friend! Please contact Lynne on 679964 for more information.

Thank You

Many thanks to those who prayed for me regarding my reading at the
Craigiebield Hotel on 25th August. This was at an event called ‘Poems,
Prose and Pints' and was part of the Penicuik Festival (Midlothian Writers).
Thank you also for those who came along. There was a big turn out and,
going by the positve comments we received afterwards, it seems God
answered our prayers.

Vala Russell
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“What Kind of Revival Do We Need?” by Andrew Murray

How is the church to be lifted up to the abundantlife in Christ, which will fit
her for the work that God is putting before Her? Nothing will help but a
revival, nothing less than a tremendous spiritual revival. Great tides of
spiritual energy must be put into motion if this work is to be accomplished.
Now there may be great differences in what we understand by revival. Many
will think of the work of evangelists like Moody and Torrey. We need a
different and mightier revival than those were.

In them the chief object was the conversion of sinners, and incdentally, the
guickening of believers. But the revival that we need calls for a deeper and
more entire upheaval of the Church. The great defect of those revivals was
thatthe converts were received into a Church that was not living on the high
level of consecration and holiness, and speedily sank down to the average
standard of ordinary religious life. Even the believers who had been roused
by it, also gradually returned to their fomer life of douded fellowship and
lack of powerto testify for Chiist.

The revival we need is a revival of holiness, in which the consecration of the
whole being is to the service of Christ, and that for the whole life shall be
counted possible. And for this there will be needed a new style of preaching
in which the promises of God to dwell in His people, and to sanctify them for
Himself, will take a place which they do not now have. When our Lord Jesus
gave the promise of the Holy Spiiit, He spoke of the New Covenant blessing
that would be experienced - God dwelling in His people. "If a man love Me,
he will keep my words, and My Father will love him."

So Paul also writes: "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ... that
you might be filled with all the fullness of God." With the Reformation, the
great truth of justification by faith was restored to its place. But the other
great truth of sanctification has never yet taken its place in the preaching
and practice of the Church which God's Word daims for it. It is for this that
we need a revival, that the Holy Spirit may so take possession of usthat the
Father and the Son can live in us, and that the fellowship with Them, and
devotion to Their will and service shall be our chief joy. This will be in very
deed a holinessrevival.

The Moravian community (at Herrnhut) owed its birth to a holiness revival.
There were gathered together a number of Bohemian refugees, and along
with them a number of Chiistian of different sects. It was not long before
disputes arose, and Herrnhut became a scene of contention and divisions.
Zinzendorf felt this so deeply that he went down to live among them. In the
power of God's Spilit he succeeded in restoring order and in binding them
together in the power and dewvotion of Jesus Christ and of love to each other.
More than once they had remarkable manifestations of the presence of the
Spirit, and their whole life became one of worship and praise. After they had
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for a couple of years been having their nightly fellowship meetings, they
were lead to the consecration of the whole body to the service of Christ's
kingdom.

It was in this holiness revival that the Moravian missionary idea was born.
When John Wesley visited them he wrote: "God has given me the desire of
my heart. | am with a church whose conversation is in heaven, in whom is
the mind that was in Christ, and who so walk as He walked. Here |
continually met what | sought for - living proofs of the power of faith, persons
saved from inward as well as outward sin, by the love of God shed abroad in
their hearts. | was extremely comforted and strengthened by the
conversation of this lovely people.”

A holiness revivall What was the great evangelistic revival in England
through Whitefield and Wesley but this? They had together at Oxford been
members of the "Holy Club". With their whole heart they had sought
deliverance from the guilt of sin, but also from the power of sin. When their
eyes were opened to see how faith can daim the whole Christ in all fullness,
they found the key to the preaching which was so mightily effectual for the
salvation of men.

What John Wesdley did for the Methodism, General Booth, and his disciple,
did for the Salvation Army. Looking at the material on which he had to work,
it was amazing how, with his teaching of the dean heart and full salvation,
he was able to inspire tens of thousands with a true devotion to Chiist and
the lost. There may be great differences of doctrine, but no one can be blind
to the seal God has set upon the intense desire to preach a full salvation and
an entire consecration.

A revival of holiness is what we need. Such preaching of the daim that
Christ Has on us, shall lead usto live entirely for HHm and His kingdom; such
an attachment of love to Him as shall make His fellowship our highest joy;
such faith in His freeing us from the dominion of sin as shall enable us to
obey His commandments; such yielding to the Holy Spirit as to be led by
Him in all our daily walk - these will be some of the elements of the revival of
true holiness for which the Church must learn to seek as for the peaid of
great price.

And how is it to be found? It will cost much prayer. It will cost more than
that - much sacrifice of self and of the world. It will need a surrender to Christ
Jesus to follow Him as closely as God is able to lead us. We must learn to
look upon alife like Christ's, having the very same mind that wasin Him, as
the supreme object of daily life. It is only when a prayer such as Robert
Murray McCheyne's becomes ours, "Lord make me as holy as a pardoned
sinner can be," and begins to be offered by an increasing number of
ministers and believers, that the promise of the New Covenant will become a
matter of experience.

(Taken from www.theoldtimegospel.org)
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