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Purchase of a new manse

Following advice from the Presbytery’'s Property Advisor and the Interim
Moderator that the manse in Broomhill Avenue was not ideal as a manse
because of the layout of the rooms, the Deacons court have decided
(unanimously) to sell the current manse and purchase a new manse.

A new manse is currently being sought, and once a new manse is
purchased, the existing manse will be sold.

It is hoped that this might be achieved before a new minister is inducted to
allow them to move directly into a new manse. However, if this is not
possible then the new minister would mowe into the existing manse until a
suitable alternative manse becomes available for purchase.

At the moment it is not dear what the cost implications of this are, but
Howgate Church have (very generously) agreed to meet half the shortfall
between the sale of Broomhill Avenue and the purchase of a newmanse. It
is envisaged that a loan would be taken out to meet the other part of the
shortfall, which would be repaid by the South Kirk over a suitable period of
time. Biidging finance (if required) would be available from the General
Trustees of the Church of Scotland.

Graham Duffin

S Club need your help

After a major tidy up in the S dub cupboard, we came across several
items that don't really belong there e.g. a set of weights, a swingball, a
home-made wooden hoop-la (?) to name but a few! If you think that some
of these items belong to you or perhaps you might have left something in
the cupboard that doesn't really belong there nowis the time to retrieve it.
The miscellaneous items are in a wicker basket in the cupboard, so the
nexttime you're in the hall please feel free to collect your belongings.

S Club are supporting the Tearfund project ‘Glorious Food' by giving their
collection to the project until Christmas. In order to help with the theme of
the oollection, we would like to use the toy 'Mr Potato Head' . If you
happen to have one of these toys we would be really grateful if we could
borrow it. Please speakto Sheila Anderson or Gill Mackintosh if you have
the toy or just bring italong to church.

Many thanks, S Club Team.



Harvest Thanksgiving / Thank Offering Day
Sun 8th Oct

Service: Atthe Harvest Thanksgiving service this year we will hear how
Tearfund is helping Christians in Bolivia to ward off malnutrition in poor
communities high up in the Andean mountains of Bolivia. The poorest
people were eating only potatoes and wheat for every meal. But now
Christians are revolutionising diets by introducing fresh fruit and veg to
mealtimes, for the first time ever. Your Thank Offering will help with this!

Lunch: Tickets for the Thanksgiving lunch are now available from
Kathleen Downey and Sandra Stewart, pticed £3.50 £1.50 half portion).
For less than the cost of two tickets a greenhouse in Bolivia could be
stocked for one year with a vaiety of fruit and vegetable seeds. If 40
tickets are sold it would raise the equivalent of the cost of building a
greenhouse from scratch.

Flowers and Produce: Please remember your gift for the elderly, sick

needy or housebound folks known to us. If you could help after the
service (yes, after lunch will be fine!) to deliver some of these, please
give your name to Mary Daiding or email Joan (capefamily@talktalk net)
who will also be happy to receive namesto add to our list.

Leprosy Mission Coffee Evening
Thurs 12th October 7:30pm, North Church

A representative from the Scottish head office in Stiding will be coming
along to give a talk about the work of the Mission. We will also have
Leprosy Mission Christmas cards for sale and a selection of home baking.
Tickets for this evening priced £2.00 are available from Liz Murray (673231)
or Wilma Wilson (678045) or pay at the door on the evening.

The local committee elected this year to centre their chosen projects on
Chad, where we hope to supply a motor bike and the Congo where we
hope to supply 20 push bikes. The transport that we hope to provide will be
used in the two areas by The Leprosy Mission medical and welfare staff to
facilitate their welfare programme. Our target that we hope to raise for these
projects is £1,950.00. The committee are once again grateful for your
continued support throughout the year. We look forward to seeing old
friends and welcoming new friends along to our Coffee evening.




Thank You

My family and | would like to express our appreciation to all our
friendsin the South Kirk for your prayers, flowers, cards, phone calls
and visits during my recent illness. Thank you for your kindness and
may God bless you all.

Jim Macdonald

Penicuik South Church Women's Group

The Women's Group only has a small membership but we are a very
friendly bunch and would welcome any ladies who would like to join us.
Our meetings are held in the church hall.

Wednesday 4th October 7:30pm: Bill Bruce will be showing some of his
holiday slides.
Wednesday 18th October 2:30pm: Anne Cochrane will be updating us
on her travels.

The Games Night

On Saturday 2nd September, there were some strange goings on at the
hall. Apparently members of this congregation had gathered together and
were involved in some very hizarre activiies. These induded crawling
around the floor pretending to be a pantomime horse, impersonating Ann
Widdecombe, Robbie Williams and Captain Mainwaling amongst othersas
well as modelling with blu-tac and partaking in some rather fierce
discussions about who was winning the game.

Apparently all this hilaity followed a delicious meal bought from Clippers
and the Food Lodge and also some very special ice-cream sourced by two
young and handsome heroes. A fun evening was had by all and everyone
was delighted to congratulate the winning team of Neil Cape, Ann Hamilton
and Katrina McDonald.

If you would like to know more about this evening or attend any other fun-
filed event, please see any member of the Social Committee or watch out
in the announcement sheet for further events.

Alison, Gill, Katrina, Mary, Lynne



Used Tea Bags

Calling all Tea Bag collectors! | recently received a newsletter from
International T-Bag Designs and thought you would like to hear atleast this
snippet.

“Every week | visit our local post office to collect packets of used tea bags
which are sent literally from all over the world. We were delighted by the
response to an appeal on our local radio station and | am pleased to say we
now hold sufficient supplies to keep us in production for the foreseeable
future. | am aware that many people pay quite a lot in postal costs and
although none of the empty teabags are ever wasted it would only seem fair
to give you all the opportunity to suspend your collecting untl we grow
desperate again. We can only hope that business will continue to grow and
we shall need further suppliesin the future”.

Thisis greatnews and | will send off all the tea bags that are currently in the
church vestibules and stop collecting in the meantime (unless there is
anyone in the South Kirk who is tempted to become a teabag artist
themselves!). Further information on this project can be found at www.
tbagdesigns.co.za.

Sheila Anderson

New Bible Study
Wednesdays at 7:30pm in 32 West Street. See Rachel Hogg fordetails.

The Celtic Christian Tour
Wed evenings at 7:30pm (October)

Thisisan historical walking tour of the Royal Mile starting at the Castle and
ending up at John Knox’s House and Carrubbers Café.

The tour has been designed to draw out the spiritual history of the Royal
Mile through story telling, song and acting, and itis unashamedly
evangelistic. Itisideal for church group bookings and itis something to
which Christians can invite friends.

It isarranged by Edinburgh City Mission and is free, lasting just 1 hour 30
mins with free drinks at Carrubbers’ Café afterwards. Bookings can be
made at tour@ecm.org.uk or 0131 5546140.




Worship Workshop
Sat 21st October9am to 12:30pm, South Church

This is an opportunity for people to come along and explore the area of
Praise and Worship. It will give an opportunity for people to see what is
involved in producing worship for Sunday services and other events. If you
have a musical ability it may be that God is calling you to be inwolved in
some way.

The day will start at 9am (prompt) and finish at 12:30. There will be some
bible teaching and also a practical session so please bring your instrument
and voice!

If you are interested please contact Joan Cape (674276), or Andrew
Dunsire (673206), or Graham MacDonald (670743) for furtherinformation.

Morning Conference with Rev Peter Neilson
Sat 28th October 10am to 1pm, South Church Hall

Topic: "How can God use my life to make a difference?". Convener of the
commission who published the "Church without Walls® Report, Peter
recently co-authored "You're An Angel! - Being yourself and sharing your
faith”. In the book Peter encourages people to see that God uses ordinary
people as 'angels - messengers of good news.

The conference will focus on the same theme - how God can use usin our
daily lives, workplace, families - and our withess within the community we
are called to serve.

Come along and be both challenged and encouraged in seeing how God
can use yourlife.

Operation Christmas Child

It'stime again to start filing Chiistmas shoe boxes. See Bill or Maisie Bruce
for more information.



City Praise 2006
Sun 22nd October 8pm, Usher Hall, Edinburgh

Origin Scotland presents an evening of Christian praise and worship with
the Exile Band and Singers. Book tickets (£8) by calling 0131 2281155 or
visiing: www.usherhall.co.uk Details at: www.citypraise.net.

Revival Meeting

/‘ Fri 27th October at 7:30pm, West St Hall b
= Are you hungry for more of God. Are you \ =4

thirsty for the 'living waters? So are we.
Come and join us as we seek the Lord's presence and revival. Tea and
coffee will be served at the beginning and the end. More details from Paul
Toms (670483).

October Praise Service

For those of you who like to get to grips with new things, we’re going to do
something we haven't done for a long time. There is a wealth of new songs
available, more than we can just slip into regular services and hope to learn
propetly.

So, the October praise service (29th October) is going to focus on ‘hew
songs’ and provide an opportunity for as many of you as are interested to
come along and leam them, while finding out something about them and
why they have been selected out of the many which are available. We
might even manage to make this an occasion to which we could invite
people fom the other churches.

It would be good to have a group of singers (larger than we usually have on
a Sunday) to lead the singing having previously learned the songs.

To thisend there would be a couple of rehearsals before that day, on dates
fixed to suitthe people taking part.

If you would like to be part of this group, please speak to Joan Cape or
Graham McDonald.




“Puppet Lady's” Orkney Reflections

It'staken me some time to write this article. People who know me are aware
that | tend procrastinate at the best of times but thisis different to my usual
leaving things until the last minute. By wiiting | am acknowledging that my
Orkney experience has ended. I'm sure I'll go backto visit but when Word
Exchange accepted me as a volunteer | hadn’t appredated the impact that
“providing, support, follow-up and ..... a transforming experience” * would
have on my life.

If you read the letters | wrote between February and June you will
remember that my remit was to Orkney Presbytery, with accommodation on
Papa Westray (Papay) 2 under the supenision of Rev lain Macdonald,
Church of Scotland Minister for Westray and Papa Westray.

Presbytery events induded Sunday School teachers training in puppet
ministry, youth event (World Vision 24 Hour Famine) and children’s praise
event all on Mainland Orkney. | was also invited to the islands of Stronsay
and Sanday to run puppet workshops which formed the basis of input to
church services. These events provided a fantastic opportunity for me to
see a bit of Orkney and make new friends. Travel arrangements involved
the same planning as | would usually leave to my husband when organising
a holiday. The difference came in the modes of transport. | discovered that |
love travelling in small boats on rough sea. Until then | would have put
myself down as someone who suffers from sea-sickness. Best of all were
the planes. The views from the small, 8 seater planes are amazing and
different with every trip. Sadly | have not even got one good photo from the
aireven from the flights when | gotto sitbeside the pilot!

| took the liberty of inviing myself for long weekends when | was asked to
participate, perfom or lead workshops which added to the holiday theme.
My hosts were without exception very kind and a real encouragement to
me. Far from just meeting my needs as far as accommodation, transport
and all the practicalities relating to puppet ministry they went the extra mile
for me. They acted as social secretaries, tour guides, and chauffeurs and
provided me with spiritual support.

Although the Presbytery work was great, living and working on Papay and
Westray provided my best (and most culturally different) experiences.

| saw Papay in all weathers. | experienced the most snow there had been in
14 years and temperatures with the wind chill factor around -15<C. No work
could take place on these days as snow drifted on the roads, the school



was closed and ferries were cancelled. | got caught by the fashion police for
wearing layer upon layer of dothes, topped with orange ski pants, blue
jacket and pink hat (borrowed from the puppets as it survived the wind). |
also experienced summer days when families played on the beach dressed
in bathing costumes or fleeces. Most often the wind kept snow and rain at
bay!

Time was a luxury | sesemed to have while on Papay or Westray. Everyone |
worked with was happy with hours | put in, but for me the work in which |
was involved was what | choose to do as a volunteer in Penicuik and
Lothian. All my time was as a church representative so whether | wasin the
pub or in the Kirk | had a role. This sometimes meant | was used in a
pastoral mle but also in much more practical ways. | think | had the
opportunity to use skills| had learntin all the jobs | have had in my life. The
most surprising for me was probably when | was the bar staff at an event
run as part of the Orkney Jazz Festival. | discovered new pastimes such as
photography, card making and bird watching and rediscovered old ones
such as knitting and letter writing.

lain, who acted as supervisor and mentor, created a big impression on me.
A politically minded, clearand forward thinking, encouraging Christian with a
heart for the community which he served could easily be forgiven his
enthusiasm as a Hibs supporter. | would have liked to spend more time in
his company and that of his wife Jo and children Hannah and Angus.

Before | started on the placement | thought | was going to share my skills
with Orkney Presbytery and to an extent this was the case. Howewver the
greatest impact was on my personal development, particularly in my faith. |
recognised gifts of service, evangelism, encouragement and intercession in
myself that | had not been able to see to any great degree before. | also
recognised in others things that | would change about myself. Examples of
God’s intervention (or answers to prayer or coincidences) were evident
throughout my stay. This reinforced for me that the more time | had to spend
noticing | wasin the Lord’s company, the greater the payoff. Changesthat |
have made in my life since my Orkney experience indude reducing my paid
working hours and spending more time with my family and in my role as
Lothian Children’s Ministry advisor.

Would I do it again? Definitely. If | wasn't so skint I'd go back tomorrow!
1. See www.worldexchange.org.uk
2. for more info about Orkney www.visitorkney.com

Sheila Anderson



Bible Delivery to China

On Saturday October 7™ | am setting off on a mission trip to Hong Kong in
order to join an international team delivering Bibles into mainland China.
Many Chinese Chiistians do not have a Bible because insufficient Bibles are
printed in China and these are only available through the state controlled
churches, the majority of which are in cdties, not rural areas where most
people live.

Please partner with me in your prayers:

For good opportunities to witness about Jesus here at home before | go
and when | return

Strength for the long journey and time change (+ 8 hours!)
Minimum problems with jet lag when | arrive

That | get on well with everyone on the team, espedally my 3 room
mates!

Courage and peace in crossing customs with the Bibles

Not to be stopped by customs officials

That I don't getlost (I have a poor sense of direction)

The successful delivery of Bibles, hymnals and teaching tapes
Safety of the Chinese distributors

Safe retum joumey overnight Monday 16" October

Thankyou so much, and I look forward to letting you know how your prayers
are answered! Please askme if you wish any further information.

Denise Halcrow

Business Alpha at the Bush

Please keep up your prayer support for this outreach throughout the
autumn. It’'s not too late to join in, and invitations are still available. Sessions
are on Thursdays (12:30 till 1:30pm). Information from Paul Hayes, George
Hogg, Rachel Hogg or Johnnie Humphrey or at www.kmsltd.com/
bushalpha.
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Advance Notice: ‘Resourcing Worship’ Workshop
Sat 4th November 9:15am to 1pm, Ormiston Church

This will cover various aspects of worship — songs, drama, children’s and
all age worship, using technology in worship. Cost £5 induding coffee (f 5
book together, one goes free). Ifinterested, speak to Joan.

Advance Notice: ‘Men Makers’ Conference
Sat 4th November 9:30am to 6pm, Destiny Church, Leith

For men of any age. £10 induding lunch and dinner. Speakers include
Tony Anthony, author of Taming the Tiger'. If interested speak to Alistair
Mackintosh or Andrew Dunsire.

Advance Notice: Worship Workshop led by Bryn Hawort h
Sat 11th November 10.30 to 4.30pm, Falkirk Baptist Church

Tea and coffee will be provided but lunch should be taken with you. No
charge to attend but you must register if you would like to go. Bryn will also
be doing a concert the same evening at the above venue. Tickets for this
are £5.

If you would like more info speak to Andrew Dunsire or would like to book
please email Falkirk Baptist Church at:dttrinity@hotmail.com

Advance Notice: Care for the Family Event: “It Take s Two”
Wed 29th November 7:30pm to 10pm, Faith Mission Centre, Edinburgh

A new event celebrating positive aspects of marriage, with real life stories
and practical tips; hosted by Dianne Parsons and held at the Faith Mission
Centre, 548 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh. Call 01506 846476 for more
information or to book tickets (£6).
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Diary at a Glance

Sun 8th Oct

Harvest Thanksgiving / Thank Offering Day

Tues 10th Oct 7:30pm

Deacons Court in Church

Thurs 12th Oct 7:30pm

Leprosy Coffee Evening in North Church

Sat21st Oct 9am

Worship Workshop in Church

Sun 22nd Oct 8pm

City Praise 2006 at Usher Hall, Edinburgh

Fri 27th Oct 7:30pm

Revival Meeting in the Church Hall

Sat 28th Oct 10am

Morning Conference in Church Hall

Scope Deadline: 22nd October . Artides to: Paul Toms (editor) (paul.
toms@tiscali.co.uk, 670483) or James McClean (673635) or Mary Darling

(675260) please.




