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Bibles to China – Thank you for Praying 

God was so good to Jeanie and myself as we embarked on our trip to Hong 
Kong last month!  We had a wonderful 10 days, with success in our mission 
to deliver Bibles into mainland China; safe, comfortable journeys and great 
fun as a team of three ladies and two men. We did not suffer from the 
dreaded jet lag and were even blessed with having a bedroom each most of 
the week we were there! 

We also managed to visit Beijing and walk on the Great Wall of China, which 
was an awesome experience!  I said to Jeanie, “pinch me and tell me I’m not 
dreaming!” The weather was good too, warm and pleasant; the summer we 
never had in Scotland! 

It felt so satisfying being able to carry God’s precious Word to people who 
are longing to receive a copy for themselves, and we were proud to have 
had the opportunity to serve the persecuted church in a meaningful way.  
We received a certificate when we left which said: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those who bring good news…” Isaiah 52:7, 
Romans 10:19. This certifies that………completed a tour of duty as a courier 
aiding the suffering church. We felt honoured! 

Thank you all for praying for us – we could sense those prayers helping us, 
and simply would not have done it without that assurance of your support!  
God bless you all! 

Denise Halcrow 

Thank Offering Gifts  

The money collected on Thank Offering Day came to more than £3000, with 
another £90 raised at the Harvest lunch. There is stil l more money to be 
added to that total. God has certainly touched many hearts (and wallets) by 
the Comfort Rwanda charity and we look forward to hearing from Calum 
Henderson about how these gifts will be helping the educational projects. 

Mary Darling 

Women's Group in West Street Hall 

· Wed 7th Nov at 7:30pm: Trip up the Amazon with Ruth Aird 

· Wed 21st Nov at 2:30pm: Community Police with Derek Frizzell 
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Penicuik Churches Christmas Hamper Appeal 

It's that time of year again. Christmas will soon be here, or so the shops 
would have us believe. Although it's nearly two months away we need to be 
thinking about whether we can make up a hamper for needy individuals or 
families in our area. Names of recipients are given to the Hamper 
Coordinator by the Health Centres and Social Services, and then distributed 
to the churches to be made up and delivered just before Christmas. We 
have had a great response to this in past years from individual members, 
families and house groups. Contributions have ranged from small hampers 
for an older person to large family hampers for six or seven. We provide a 
list of suggested food stuffs and try  to add small presents for any children. 

Will you please let me know as soon as possible whether you want to make 
up a hamper, as I will be meeting with Gladys Johnson soon to let her know 
how many we can do. Please don't assume I will remember you did one last 
year. Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Mary Darling 

Advance Notice: Lochiehead Nativity Play 

Fri 14th Dec to Tues 18th Dec, 4:45pm and 7:00pm 

The Nativity Play is the story of the birth of Jesus and the struggle between 
right and wrong in our lives as il lustrated by Archangel Michael and King 
Herod. Yet it is entertainment for everyone and has live animals, particularly 
sheep and cattle, donkeys and horses, the splendour of the Three Kings 
and the charm and simplicity of the shepherds on the hillside. Bring the 
children and see the live baby Jesus. 

Please come warmly dressed with boots or appropriate footwear—the 
action takes place both outside and inside the barn, which is a short walk 
from the car park. No buggies will be allowed in the barn as there is no 
room! Babies will have to be carried once inside the barn. 

The ‘Inn’ opens for tea / coffee and mince pies, half an hour before the start 
of all the performances (payment required). 

Admission is by ticket only (adults £9, children £6, family £26). Booking and 
information at: Laurel Cottage, Kirkton of Balmerino, Newport on Tay, Fife 
DD6 8SA,  01 382  330039 , julie. taylo r28 @virgin .net,  www.
lochieheadnativityplay.com. 
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Are You God?  

One cold evening during the holiday season, a l ittle boy about six or seven 
was standing in front of a store window.  The little child had no shoes and 
his clothes were mere rags.  A young woman passing by saw the little boy 
and could read the longing in his pale blue eyes.  She took the child by the 
hand and led him into the store.  There she bought him some new shoes 
and a complete suit of warm clothing. 

They came back outside into the street and the woman said to the child, 
"Now you can go home and have a very happy holiday." The little boy 
looked up at her and asked, "Are you God, Ma'am?" She smiled down at 
him and replied, "No son, I'm just one of His children." The little boy then 
said, "I knew you had to be some relation." 

Two Wolves 

One evening an old man told his grandson about a battle that goes on 
inside people. He said, "My son, the battle is between two "wolves" inside 
us all. 

One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, 
self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. 

The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness,  
benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith." 

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather: 
"Which wolf wins?" The old man simply replied, "The one you feed." 

Grace and Glory Event 

Thurs 8th to Sat 10th Nov ember 
Metro Church International, Newcastle 

Speakers are: John an Carol Arnott (founding pastors of Toronto Airport 
Christian Fellowship), Duncan & Kate Smith (director of Catch The Fire 
Ministries) and Pastors Ken & Lois Gott (pastors of Metro Church 
International). More information at: www.mciuk.net or phone 01915642000. 

Scope Deadline: Wed 21st Nov . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor) 
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. 
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Operation Christmas Child  

This is a project promoted by Samaritan's Purse international whereby shoe 
boxes filled with gifts are distributed world-wide to children who are victims 
of war, poverty, famine, disease or natural disaster, while sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ. In many instances, the shoe box will be the 
only gift a child will receive this Christmas. Last year over 1.24 million 
boxes were delivered from the UK to children in Central and Eastern 
Europe, Mozambique, Swaziland and Liberia. 

Thank you to those of you who participated last year, we hope you will do 
so again. If you haven’t done it before why not do so this year and bring 
some happiness to a needy child? 

For full details of what is required, pick up a leaflet from the vestibule in the 
church or contact Bill Bruce, Tel 678527. Filled boxes should be handed in 
to Eleanor's Hairdressing Salon in the High Street between 4th and 20th of 
November. 

Connect 

Sat 10th November, 10am (doors open 9:30am) —12:45p m 
Duddingston Kirk  

A workshop morning for children's workers, ministers, liaison elders and all 
concerned for our children and their future. Explore ways of helping 
churches and schools work together in meaningful and exciting ways of 
presenting the Christian faith. Cost £3 plus donation for refreshments.  
Workshops as follows:  

Bible Alive —a dynamic, interactive fun overview of the whole bible story 
for primary aged children. 

Bibleworld —We've heard of it but how much do we really know about it 
and how can we get involved? 

Es-team —an SU project working alongside Edinburgh schools, but how is 
it different from normal SU meetings?   

Please contact Gill Mackintosh if you would be interested in attending. 
(674394). 

Scottish Charity SC011871 Penicuik: South Parish Church 
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Sailing By 

The weather forecast for fishermen starts with a very restful tune called 
“Sailing By”. I often heard it as a lad while listening to the radio late at night 
but I only paid scant attention to the actual details of the forecast save for 
“Malin” when I lived in Islay. This gave some idea of forthcoming storms but 
usually the weather was not important as I only went on a ferry for holidays.  
Forecasts became more relevant at the end of April this year when I 
received an email to ask if I could help bring a 38 ft sailing boat “Alcuin” 
from Majorca to Scotland, a fairly long sail.   

The yacht had been bequeathed to Westward Quest—a sailing 
organization—when its Christian owner died unexpectedly in Majorca. The 
boat was in good order but to leave her in the Mediterranean was not 
practical as high mooring costs and fares would put the cost of sailing 
courses beyond the reach of most young people.   

After some thought (2 seconds) I replied to say I was interested and then 
started to get my toothbrush and spare comb packed.  So it was that I set 
off to join Alcuin at Gibraltar where she had been fitted with a replacement 
propeller and was waiting for a crew and suitable weather.   

On the 4th May 2007, Mike the captain, Kate, Martin, and I set off in 
reasonable weather northwards up the coast of Spain to Portugal. We 
called in at Cadiz, Faro and Lisbon where we said goodbye to Kate. Our 
final stop near Cape Finisterre was Portosin, a superb Marina despite the 
su spicious name! From there we set off to cross the Bay of Biscay. No 
westerly winds were to aid us despite us being 200 miles off shore at one 
point, and we continued to press on into headwinds from the North. The 
horizon was often only the wave approaching and we had to keep a sharp 
look out as even container ships disappeared in the dips of the waves.  
Visibility was generally good on every third wave crest as we were lifted up 
and could then see about 5 miles. None of our crew suffered from 
seasickness and we laughed on one occasion as poor Martin slid horizontal 
along the floor holding on to the oven door as he tried to light it.   

We were pleased to get to the Isles of Scilly and top up with fresh 
vegetables. The next port of call was Douglas, Isle of Man where we were 
welcomed with a band playing “Dambusters” and a fly past of a Spitfire, 
Hurricane and Lancaster bomber. We had not realized it was the start of the 
I.O.M. TT motorbike races and the reception was not for us! We then 
headed on into the stubborn North wind to call in briefly at Ardwick on the 
Irish coast for fuel then finally arrived by God’s grace safe and well at 
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Glory 

The year is well advanced, it has been well spent. 

The tree is tall, straight, energetic, heavy with fruit-drenched with colour. 

The leaves are a firework display frozen, a blazing tattoo of glory. 

Each tree competes yet each is a chorus member. 

The leaves have toiled to envigour their tree, catching the sun, drinking the 
rain and cleansing the air. 

Now in the act of dying they broadcast their seeds and shout praise for l ife, 
for creation, for God. 

Poem by Jack Hutcheson 

Ardrossan.   

A memorial service for Julian Cummings and the hand over of Alcuin to 
Westward Quest took place on 21st September and was attended by some 
20 friends and former crews.    

Westward Quest now have 3 vessels to carry on their work of Christian 
witness. The website www.westwardquest.co.uk gives more detail of the 
aims of this Christian organisation.  

Douglas Hamilton 

Events  

· Healing Ministry Today: Mon 12th to Wed 14th Novemb er at 
Carberry Conference Centre, Musselburgh.  Main speaker is Ann 
Watson. Healing Service and Seminars on Christian Listening, Spiritual 
Care in the Health Service, Healing from Addictions. Details from Susan 
Calderhead, Church of Scotland Offices 0131 225 5722 x302. 

· Connected: Sat 24th Nov , 10am—4pm at Saughtonhall U nited 
Reformed Church . A practical day of training and discussion for 
beginners on how you can use blogs, social networking, podcasting and 
mobile phone technology to enhance your work with young people and 
churches. Cost is £15 and includes lunch. 
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Beckoning 

The path draws us on between trees— 
Staunch beeches, red-rifted Scots pines, 
Virgin-white birches and proud craggy oaks.  
As each bend is rounded the beguiling scene beckons. 
Every view is ancient yet fresh and evolving. 
There is new growth from old; seedlings abound. 
Leaves dapple the sky, countless small banners. 
The sun gleams through jewel leaves - 
myriad necklaces, nature's chandeliers, 
Spangle and dance in sparkling crowds. 

Daily walks witness the creative kaleidoscope. 
Autumn marks the theatrical curtain rise. 
In a rush, a rage, of competing shades 
— a swatch of russets, yellows, reds,  
varieties of browns and purples — scatter the sky 
and lusciously carpet the ground. 

The tints of autumn are so rich 
and variegated that our delight in them 
would pall if the show lasted over-long. 

The path continues to wend and wind, 
here climbing past a stand of alder 
now descending through bracken 
to a diamond burn -a chuckling pool— 
where paw and hoof prints in the edging mud 
tell of thirst slated and bodies cooled: 
happy, grinning dogs and fleet roe deer. 

Pausing for rest, leaning on a fallen trunk, 
! ponder that spring’s green verdure 
builds to a climax of show and splendour 
Only to fade and fail and wither. 

This dazzling sensational flush of Autumn 
is what inspires the inner eye when conjuring up 
The world of paths and woods. 

It also draws the spirit heavenwards in awe. 

Poem by Jack Hutcheson 


