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S-Club Kids Survey 

During March/early April, S-Club children were all invited to take part in an 
on-line survey about S-Club. The main purposes were to get the boys and 
girls’ feedback on what they wanted to see happen at S-Club and also to 
make sure that the current ways of teaching were meeting their needs 
making S-Club an enjoyable and fun time for them. The following is a brief 
summary of the results. 

· Overall, 16 children responded to the survey, which is just over half of 
our ‘normal’ group – an excellent return! 

· There were a mix of ages - a few of the under 5’s (with some parents 
help!), with  the rest from either the 6-7 or 9-10 age bracket. 

· There was roughly a 50/50 split between boys and girls 

As a result we got some really good feedback across S-Club as a whole, 
relating to the following topics. 

Games  - The most popular games were parachute games, team games 
and Simon Says. Quizzes were less popular. 

Bible Stories  - The children preferred to listen to someone reading from 
the bible or doing a drama to act out the story. Not many liked reading in a 
group. They also liked Charles telling the story. 

Activ ity Stations  - Craft work and making things were the most popular 
stations along with colouring-in and puzzles. 

Prayer Time  - The children preferred to say prayers in small groups or by 
writing them down (e.g. prayer patchworks). Prayer as a whole group or 
standing up in front of the group were the least popular. 

Songs  - The preferred choice by a long way was singing along to a CD. A 
few children liked singing along with an instrument or without music at all. 

Snack  - 10 children said they would miss snack although 6 were not fussy 
about having anything. 

Offering/Collection  - The majority of children said they would like to 
continue giving to Love Russia although there was also a suggestion that 
we should collect for Eunice, or something more ‘local’. 

Where should S Club start and end  - The majority said they were happy 
with the current set up of walking up to the hall and back to church.  
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Overall, we got some very good feedback. It is encouraging to hear that S-
Club is going along the right l ines and is generally meeting the needs and 
expectations of the children, both in terms of learning and also enjoyment 
and fun. 

Sheila and her leadership team will continue to ensure that the right level of 
variety and mix of activity is included in the timetable each week, taking on 
board the results, especially around bible stories, activities/games and 
prayer time. 

Thank you to all the children (and parents where appropriate!) who took time 
to answer these questions. Be assured that it is really, really great feedback. 
If anyone has any other comments about S-Club at any other time, please 
feel free to speak to either Sheila or any other of the S-Club leaders. 

Craig McDonald  

Parish News  

· Max Andrew was born to Lynne and Andy Turnbull on 27th March, 
weighing 8 lb 10 oz. 

Celebrate Recovery 

On the 24th April, 2008 an important milestone will occur in the development 
of this important biblical and balanced healing recovery program in Penicuik. 
This date will mark the final session of our 6th year and also the Penicuik 
South Church hall as our venue. The leadership group have long had a 
vision that this program must reach out into the realm of the overall 
community. To this end, starting on Tuesday 6th May 2008, we will have an 
“Opening Night” at our NEW location at the YMCA/YWCA on Queensway  
in Penicuik to begin our 7th year of Celebrate Recovery.  

We graciously thank everyone at Penicuik South Church for their support, 
kindness and love over the past 6 years, in particular that of the Kirk 
Session. To our friend and brother in Christ, Rev. Ian Cathcart, thank you for 
your endorsement of our vision and your genuine and loving support of our 
program. 

We extend an invitation to all to attend our opening night on Tuesday 6 th 
May at 7pm  or indeed to attend any meeting. 

Robert Burns on behalf of the CR Leadership Team 
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For Great Will Be Your Reward in Heaven 

People can be unreasonable, il logical and self-centred. 
Love them anyway. 
If you do good, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. 
Do good anyway. 
If you are successful, you may win false friends and true enemies. 
Succeed anyway. 
The good you do today may well be forgotten tomorrow. 
Do good anyway. 
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. 
Be honest and frank anyway. 
The biggest people with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest 
people with the smallest minds. 
Think big anyway. 
People favour underdogs but only follow top dogs. 
Fight for the underdog anyway. 
What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. 
Build anyway. 
People really need help, but may attack you if you help them. 
Help people anyway. 
Give the world your best, and you may get kicked in the teeth. 
Give the world your best anyway. 
“For Great Will Be Your Reward in Heaven!”  (Jesus) 

(Adapted from “The Freedom in Christ” Course, Session 11: Relating To 
Others. Submitted by Denise Halcrow) 

Safety Advisor Wanted 

The Admin Team are looking for a Health and Safety Advisor to advise and 
enforce a health and safety policy for the church buildings and the groups 
that use them. This will probably involve setting up procedures like fire dril ls, 
accident logs etc. If anybody has experience of this in their workplace and 
would like to take up this responsibility, could they please get in touch with 
Mary Darling (675260). 

Scope Deadline: Wed 21st May . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor) 
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. Scottish 
Charity SC011871 Penicuik: South Parish Church. 
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Advance Notice: Soaking in His Presence Weekend 

20-21st June at Wellsprings Church, Newcraighall, E dinburgh 

The purpose of this "Catch the Fire Ministries" event is to teach you how to 
rest in God's presence, develop intimacy with Him and allow Him to heal 
your heart to effectively walk and minister out of His love. 

You will receive teaching and personal ministry on hearing God's voice, the 
Father heart of God, healing life's hurts and ministering in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. The cost is £30 per person, £45 per married couple. To register 
call 01978 353984 or email uk@ctfministries.com. See also: www.
wellsprings.uk.net. 

Hymn number 365 

A minister was completing a Temperance sermon.  With great emphasis he 
said, 'If I had all the beer in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river.' 
With even greater emphasis he said, 'And if I had all the wine in the world, 
I'd take it and pour it into the river.' And then finally, shaking his fist in the 
air, he said, 'And if I had all the whisky in the world, I'd take it and pour it 
into the river.' Sermon complete, he sat down. The song leader stood very 
cautiously and announced with a smile, nearly laughing, 'For our closing 
song,  let us sing Hymn #365, 'Shall We Gather at the River.'  

4th Guides at Disneyland Paris January 2008 

After over a year of planning and fundraising the 4th Guides spent a magical 
weekend at Disneyland Paris in January 2008. Despite the time of year 
which is always really cold, we enjoyed blue skies and sunshine. I don’t 
know who was more excited, the leaders or the guides! 

We watched the wonderful Disney parade down Main Street, enjoyed lots of 
different, exciting rides and took part in a Wild West Rodeo. Both guides 
and leaders collected autographs and got photographs taken with lots of 
Disney characters. 

We couldn’t have done this without the countless efforts from guides, 
leaders and parents taking part in endless fundraising events including Bob 
a Job, writing and selling our own cookbook and bag packing on Christmas 
Eve and of course all of the hard work Nikki did! 

Lorna Currie 
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Maranatha Pentecostal Mission in Sierra Leone—Mar 2 008 

Dear Praying Friends, 

After a very enjoyable and profitable trip to Sierra Leone we arrived back 
feeling tired and cold to a very frosty Edinburgh on the 16th of February. 
Temperatures in Sierra Leone had been in the mid 90's, so it was a shock to 
the system arriving back in Bonnie Scotland. 

We had two weeks in Sierra Leone, based in Makump. The first week was 
spent talking with the leaders, encouraging and advising them on various 
points. We also visited the farm, and again saw the amazing potential there. 
We visited the clinic too, which has been recently refurbished and which 
hopefully will be opening again soon. 

During our second week Morag and Colin (our daughter and son) joined us, 
and had a tremendous time seeing places they knew and remembered from 
childhood days and meeting old friends. The African people, as they do, 
made them very welcome. We visited several churches and schools, 
including the secondary school. One of our former secondary school pupils is 
now a lecturer at Fourah Bay College, Freetown. The total school enrolment 
for Maranatha Pentecostal Church schools now exceeds 6000. The number 
of churches has also grown, now over twenty, ministering to a wide range of 
people, from those who are educated to those who cannot read or write. We 
met with the two Bible College students; Dauda has now returned to Bible 
College for his final year. Santigi has completed his studies and is looking to 
begin full time ministry somewhere in the provinces. Pray that he will be 
placed exactly where God wants him to be. 

At Makump we were encouraged to see the new church building almost at 
roof height. The new church building at Masumbiri is now open and being 
used; we had our lunch there (rice chop), when we visited them. Crossing the 
many log bridges brought back memories to us all. There is also a new 
church building at Makotah, and new buildings underway at Makonteh and 
Kondembya. So there is much to praise God for in terms of progress, even 
though much remains to be done. 

Morag and Colin wanted to see the farm, so we visited there on our second 
week too. They seemed quite impressed with what they saw. On each 
occasion the farm manager gave us freshly dug cassava to eat. When it is 
boiled and then fried it is delicious. The biggest problem facing the farm right 
now is the lack of a tractor. The old Ford has completely died. Tractors are 
available to buy in Freetown, costing around £14500.00 for a tractor, a plough 
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International Leaders School of Ministry 

5th—9th May at Bethshan Church, Newcastle 

Speakers are John and Carol Arnott (founding pastors of Toronto Airport 
Christian Fellowship). This is for leaders and also anyone who has a desire 
for greater intimacy and healing in the Lord. Details at www.
bethshanchurch.net 

and harrow. In terms of finding spare parts for them, this would seem to be 
the best road to go down, as parts will also be available in Sierra Leone. This 
is a lot of money we know, but to realise the full potential of the farmland, 
having a tractor is really a must. This rainy season, the farm workers are 
going to plant oil palm trees and banana trees, which, when they are mature 
will generate funds for the work of MPC.  

Before we left for Sierra Leone, we were given various money gifts to take 
with us, to distribute to individuals and areas of need as we found them. It 
was so good to be able to help and bless people in this way. The monies 
were used, among other things, to pay for a hospital operation, pay for college 
and school fees, buy a bicycle, repair a bicycle and numerous other small 
"helps" we gave to people. Thank you to everyone who gave money for the 
people there. It is most appreciated, both by us and by the folks in Sierra 
Leone. Our thanks too, to everyone who faithfully supports the work in Sierra 
Leone, by your prayers and your finances. If any of the local churches would 
like us to visit and give a more detailed update of our visit and show slides, 
contact us at: Alistair and Carol McKenzie, Flat 1, 20 Stonefield Gardens, 
Carluke, ML8 5RS - 01555 751 660. Thank you and God bless you, Yours in 
the Lord 

Alistair and Carol 

Thank You 

Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank everyone for all their prayers, support, cards and 
flowers during my recent illness. Also thank you to Ian for all his visits that 
gave me the strength to move forwards and be positive. Hopefully I am now 
on the road to recovery. Thank you all and God bless.  

Margaret and Bob Callan 
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Annual Business Meeting—Summary 

The meeting was held on 11th March in the Church Hall. Most 'reports' had 
previously been printed in Scope but others were submitted verbally. 

House Group Report— Kate and Johnnie Humphrey gave thanks that we 
continue to be blessed in having a large number of vibrant house groups. Nine 
house groups are participating in Freedom in Christ. Kate and Johnnie 
indicated their intention to stand down as House Group leaders. 

Fabric Report— Bill Bruce gave special mention to the fact that the old manse 
had been sold in favour of Stevenson Road and that a profit had been realised. 
Bill reminded people that volunteers meet on the first Saturday of the month in 
the morning to undertake work required in the Church premises. 

Finance Report— Moira Barker said that funds this year had "broken even". 
Tax was being claimed quarterly and this was helping the cash flow situation. 
Giving has increased and more people are using bank facilities. £400 had been 
donated to Comfort Rwanda. 

Deacons' Court— Ian informed the meeting that Gill Mclntosh had stepped 
down as Clerk to the Deacons Court and that Lorna Soutar would take up this 
post from the next meeting. Billy Hudson was appointed as a new deacon. 

Bequest— Ian reported on the bequest of £180,000 and asked the 
congregation to pray about how this is spent, ensuring that God is honoured in 
its spending. £18,000 is being tithed and a small group has been set up to 
consider where this money will be spent. In terms of the larger amount it is 
important that we can identify a significant work for God. 

Moderator's Report— Ian spoke of the blessing most people had received 
from Freedom in Christ and the very real merits of the course. Looking to the 
future Ian reported on the results of the Natural Church Development survey. 
Many of the areas on which this survey had focused had come back as above 
average. There was a strong focus on our potential to grow which reflects on 
our reputation as Evangelic, along with Loving Relationships and Small Groups. 
However the congregation's perception is that "Leaders prefer to do work 
themselves rather than delegate". Ian commented that when individuals know 
their gifting they are set free and the Church grows and glorifies God. Our 
'score' was unusually low in this area and this needs to be addressed quickly. 
Elders are reading through the '3 Colour Ministry' and Gift Counsellors will be 
appointed. Ian spoke of our call to be productive and make a difference in the 
Kingdom and closed asking God's continuing blessing on us. 

Joyce MacLean 
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Women's Group 

· Wed 7th May at 7:30pm: Summer meal 

Bequest Update 

Last year our church was surprised, but delighted to learn that Mrs. Phyllis 
Wilson had left all of her estate as a bequest to the South church. As the 
estate is nearly settled we have £160,000 in the Bank, with another £18,000 
or so to come. We thank the Lord for this generous gift and ask for his 
guidance to use it wisely. 

The Deacon’s Court decided that 10% of the money should be tithed. To 
help with the administration a Bequest team was set up with representatives 
from the Finance, Fabric and Admin teams, the 0-18 team, the church 
Minibus team and the minister.   

Because we now have the money in the Bank, the minister would like to get 
the tithe money distributed. Ian met with some of the Bequest team last 
week and it was suggested that the money be given 50% to charities in the 
UK (outwith Penicuik) and 50% to charities abroad. Perhaps ten sums of 
£1000 could be distributed to charities we have supported in the past.    
Another two larger projects might be found where members could go to do 
some of the work we would be financing. 

Nothing has been definitely decided. We would like to know your ideas, 
although not all of them can be carried through. We would ask that you 
prayerfully think about what the Lord would have us do with the Bequest.     
Is there a project that would take the church out into the community or can 
you think of some way to get more people through the church doors?   
Please let us (Ian Cathcart, Bill Bruce, Paul Hayes or myself) know your 
thoughts, so we can use this generous gift to show God’s blessing. 

Mary Darling 

Christian Aid Week 11-17th May 

We had a good number of collectors last year and new helpers came 
forward to say they would help this year. The more people we have, the 
more districts we can cover. If you feel this is something you can participate 
in by delivering and collecting envelopes, please give your name to Ellen 
Walley (672014) or Joyce MacLean (677714). 
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Renewal Group 
For the past four years I have gone on a retreat to St Mary's monastery on 
Kinoull Hill in Perth. The first time I went it was on a private retreat, the       
being to spend time with God, listening more than interceding, away from the 
business of everyday life. I first got the idea from the book "Listening to God" 
by Joyce Huggett. I've found a few days spent in this way so beneficial. The 
blessings are so out of proportion to the time spent in God's presence. 

Three years ago when I tried to book up, 
the weekend that I wanted had already 
been booked by, wait for it, "a Roman 
Catholic, charismatic, intercessory,  
renewal group" from Aberdeenshire. I had 
to phone back in a few days to see if 
there was room for us (Wilma and me). 

I was really keen to join them and prayed 
to that end. We did manage to join them 
and I found it a wonderful experience. 
The folk there, came from traditional 
Roman Catholic Churches but meet 
together once a month for praise, worship 
and prayer. 

During the weekend there are two 
meetings for praise, worship and teaching 
each day. Each of the three leaders gives 
a talk. The gifts of the Spirit are 
encouraged with words of wisdom, 
knowledge, prophecy and discernment being used. During the Saturday 
afternoon there is time for individual prayer ministry which I have gone to each 
time. The last time Charles and I went, the leader Ged and his wife Margaret 
prayed for us and then asked us to pray for them. During the main meetings 
there is also an opportunity to go forward for prayer ministry from the 
leadership team. Last year one of the leaders, Janus, came and laid hands on 
each person individually and spoke words from God for that person. 

Just before I went to Kinoull last year I was talking to a friend on the phone 
and telling her where Charles and I were going for the weekend. She is a 
Christian (Baptist) and she said “Oh that will make Jesus really happy". I was 
a bit bemused so she said “Well aren't you happy when your children all get 
on together and accept each other despite their differences?". How true, but I 
just hadn't thought how it would please Jesus (John 17: 20 - 23). 
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The first evening 
after the praise and 
worship time Ged 
asked if anyone had 
anything to share 
that God had given 
them before arriving 
at Kinoull. I shared 
what my friend had 
said and another 
lady confirmed that 
God had said the 
same to her through 
Scripture before she 
left home, 

I have phoned Tony (the organiser of the retreat) in Keith a few times with 
prayer requests and each time it has been within a day or two of the 
Aberdeen group meeting. He has also asked me to pray for his family, church 
etc. How true Psalm 133 is. I wil l be joining the Aberdeen group again this 
year so if anyone is interested in coming along, please speak to me. There 
are fifty-sixty of us altogether. The group are very friendly, accommodation is 
very comfortable and the food is great! 

Mairi Tulloch 

Administrator Vacancy 

We are looking for a P/A to work with Ian for 5-6 hours per week. The rate of 
pay is £7.50 per hour. This will be a permanent post with a review in 6 
months. You will need to be well organised, flexible, a good communicator, 
and computer literate with access to a computer; familiarity with Microsoft 
Office would be helpful. The job description includes 

· To assist with Ian’s diary, planning, bookings, making contact with 
people for meetings etc. 

· To meet with Ian regularly to discuss admin tasks 

· To manage rotas 

· To type correspondence etc. 

· To keep appropriate records 

For more details and to note interest please contact Mary Darling (675260). 
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Church Without Walls 2008—The National Gathering 

Sat / Sun 3-4th May at the Royal Highland Centre, I ngliston 

There are opportunities to have fun, join together in prayer and generally 
have a good time together—as God made it plentifully clear to His people, 
was His intention in the Feasts He instituted for the Jews. 

We hope the whole congregation will come along to the Sunday morning 11 
am to 12 noon Songs of Praise and that as many as possible will come to 
the 6:30—8:30 pm worship. We plan to have return transport laid on from 
the South Church on Saturday and Sunday. Please note that there will be 
no services at South Church on that Sunday (4th May). There is a form to 
complete if you are interested. Please speak to Joyce MacLean (677714) 
for further information. 

A Film by Open Doors: A Cry from Iran 

Tues 20th May at 7:30pm in South Church 

In December 1993 an Islamic judge in the north of Iran condemned a 
zealous Christian convert from Islam to death. His name was Mehdi Dibaj 
and his ‘crime’ was apostasy (converting to Christianity). Dibaj had already 
served ten years in prison. 

Haik Hovespian, the leader of evangelical Christians in Iran, chose to speak 
out and launch an international campaign for Dibaj’s sentence to be 
overturned. 

Haik’s campaign was successful and Dibaj was released only days before 
his execution date, but there was a price to pay … on January 19th 1994 
Bishop Haik Hovespian disappeared. Twelve days later his son Joseph was 
called to identify his father’s body. He was not the last to be martyred. Since 
then several other Christians have been brutally tortured and put to death 
just because they were faithful to God’s call ing. 

“A Cry from Iran” is the untold story on film of their sacrifice, courage, 
commitment and faith. It has been made by Bishop Haik’s sons. It lasts 
about one hour and will be followed by a short time of prayer for Christians 
in Iran (not recommended for children under 13).  Please do come and join 
us for this fi lm showing. It will be presented by the Open Doors rep for 
Scotland, Bryce Fulton. Further information is available from Denise 
Halcrow on 660915. 


