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Minister’s Letter  

Hello again, 

One of the things that marks out each May, in the C of S calendar at least, 
well, for most ministers anyway, is that of the General Assembly taking place 
for one week in Edinburgh. This year’s assembly looks like being somewhat 
more mundane than last years – which, let’s face it, wouldn’t be difficult! 
Equally, that comment is a bit like the elder going into the Kirk Session 
meeting with the words “not much on tonight’s agenda – hopefully we’ll be 
home by eighty thirty”. Those usually end up being the nights when you get 
in after eleven! The point however is simple: the assembly is where the 
contentious matters get discussed; so it seems somewhat churlish to 
imagine it would be anything other than a decidedly candid exchange of 
differing views articulately expressed. 

Nonetheless, one of the things that does bring everyone together every 
assembly, in lots of ways, is the worship at the beginning of each day. It’s 
ironic really; it is the most reformed of reformed worship; even in lots of 
traditional churches in this denomination, let alone PSK, it would be a bit too 
‘stiff’ for many. Yet the fact remains, a thousand plus people, from all over 
the world let alone all over Scotland, saying the Lord’s Prayer and singing a 
psalm or a paraphrase tends to let even the most committed contemporary 
worshipper feel the power in this ancient style of liturgy. 

Hopefully the point is clear: worship is the issue; not how you do it; it’s the 
fact that you worship God that separates you from the rest who don’t. 
American ministers often speak of ‘worship wars’ to refer to the tensions that 
congregations can experience over how to worship: traditional or 
contemporary (but is that Spring Harvest or is that New Wine); for that 
matter, what’s traditional? Do you like your hymns served with pipe organ or 
unaccompanied? And is it CH3 or CH4 … or CH2! 

Is it too blasphemous to suggest we actually sing from Satan’s hymn book … 
or PowerPoint slide … when we get too far into this divisive discussion? 
From God’s perspective the real division is between those who truly worship 
Him and those who don’t; the rest is musical taste. Christ’s only real 
requirements for worship (according to John) are that it should be done in 
Spirit and in truth – he appears to place little emphasis on rhythm, melody or 
instrumentation. That means we need to work hard (if Ephesians four is 
correct) to aim for the unity of the Spirit on any non-significant issue … e.g. 
musical style! 

Later on this year there will be two extra services for what is usually referred 
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Parish News 

· Congratulations to David and Evelyn Hutcheson, 2 Rullion Road, who 
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary last month. 

Celebrate Recovery 

Thurs 3rd May at 7pm in West Street Hall 

Celebrating the end of Year 5 and the beginning of Year 6 of this l ife-
changing programme. Please come along and join us as we give thanks to 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ for all He has done through this 
programme this year. Doors open at 6:30pm celebration starts at 7pm 

We will have testimonies from people who have experienced changed lives 
through the healing power of Jesus Christ. There will be a guest speaker 
followed by a buffet and a time of fellowship where you can talk with 
participants and leaders. We look forward to seeing you. 

CR Leadership Team 

Celebrate Recovery — New Programme Year 6 

The new programme starts on Thursday 10th May with a lesson on Denial. 
Doors open at 6:30pm for a 7pm start. 

If you struggle with a hurt, habit or a hang-up do consider coming along. 
This is a safe, confidential programme where we seek the healing power of 
Jesus Christ through applying the principles of a Bible-based recovery 
process to our l ives. 

CR Leadership 

to as the ‘traditionalists’ – 27th May and 24th June at 3.30-4.30pm. This is to 
test the response we get from people who want to worship God in a style 
more focused on traditional hymns. This is good thing. Whether you like 
traditional hymns or detest them isn’t the issue. Is it a good thing to give 
people another opportunity to worship their Saviour and invite their friends to 
do the same? That actually might be a question that even the General 
Assembly could decide on unanimously!������������������������������������������

Your in Him, Ian Cathcart 
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Thank You 1 

Just a little something to say “thank you” for all the prayers, support and 
flowers I have received since January 2006. Having now had a ventral 
hernia repaired, a check up on my recovery and dismissal from the hospital, 
unless they call me back in about a year to check on their work. Keyhole 
surgery is, I was informed, still  an experimental procedure at Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary. I’ve now been declared healthy! 

The Lord has blessed me in so many ways since my first visit to South 
Church and I am happy to walk with Him by my side. 

Sandra Fraser 

Thank You 2 

To the folks at South Church, many thanks for the beautiful flowers (my 
favourite, as it happens) and also for your continual kind thoughts. 

Warm regards, Betty Grant 

Welcome ‘Social’ for Ian and Jackie 

Fri 11th May in Penicuik Miners’ Club 

If you intend coming please add your name to the lists in the vestibules. 
Please note there will be a modest charge to cover costs. Further details 
from Joyce Maclean on 677741. 

2nd Annual Inter-Church Quiz 

Fri 4th May at 7:30pm in West Street Hall   

A fun-filled night for teams from each of the churches in Penicuik and 
district — we are looking for at least one (and possible two) teams from 
South Church. We need 6—8 people per team. Names to Joan as soon as 
possible please. 

Tea/Coffee and home-baking will be served in the course of the evening 
(offers of baking also to Joan). This is our opportunity to win back the 
trophy won by St Mungo’s last year. Spectators welcome! 
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Revival Meeting  

Fri 25th May at 7:30pm, West St Hall  

Come and join us as we seek the Lord's 
presence through praise and prayer. Tea 

and coffee at the beginning and the end. Details from Paul Toms (670483). 

Christian Aid Week 2007 

13th — 19th May 

If you would like to be involved in this year’s collection, or find out what this 
involves, contact Joyce Maclean on 677714. 

Esther Spa Day 

Sat 19th May 1pm — 5pm in West Street Hall 

Come along to West Street Hall for a relaxing massage or foot spa. There 
will also be Body Shop products to try and buy as well as an opportunity to 
buy some hand made jewellery, browse the bookstall and enjoy coffee, 
cake and a chocolate fountain!  

Please come along and pamper yourself and why not invite a friend? All 
massage sessions will have to be booked beforehand, please contact Gill 
Mackintosh to book your place.  All donations from the day will be given to 
the charity Love Russia. Ann & Andrew Dunsire will be working with Love 
Russia this summer when they go to help out at one of the summer camps 
run by the charity.  

Gill Mackintosh  

Praise Service 

Sun 27th May in South Church 

At the evening praise service, we hope to involve some “extra” singers – 
and musicians too, if there are any out there. If there’s anyone out there 
who’d like to take part, please let Joan know and we’ll try to arrange a 
rehearsal to suit. 
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Conditional Immortality—What is it? 

Conditional Immortality is a belief about life after death which is held by a 
minority of Christians in all denominations but is not a doctrine of faith in any 
of the main churches of Britain—which is why you’ve probably never heard 
of it! 

Basically, Conditionalists (as adherents are called) do not believe in the 
immortality of the soul / spirit but believe instead that immortality is gained 
through belief in Christ as their Saviour. Let’s compare the beliefs of 
Conditionalists and Traditionalists regarding what happens after death. 

Conditionalists 

1. Everyone is unconscious after 
death and until Jesus returns. 

2. When Jesus returns, Christians 
are raised to life with new spiritual 
bodies and live forever with Christ in 
a new heaven and a new earth. 

3. Non-Christians are judged and 
receive some form of punishment 
dependant on their sins and are then 
destroyed. 

Traditionalists 

1. Christians go to heaven when 
they die and non-Christians go to 
Hades (a temporary holding prison). 

2. Christians return to earth with 
Jesus and receive a new body. 

3. Non-Christians are judged and 
then punished fo re ve r either 
through eternal separation from 
God or eternal torment in Hell. 

Both Conditionalists and Traditionalists claim that their beliefs are based on 
the Bible, so how do they come to such differing conclusions? 

This is due to differing ideas of the meanings of certain Hebrew / Greek 
words translated variously as soul / spirit. 

Conditionalists say that the Jewish idea of the soul was that the soul was 
the whole person and that the spirit was the life-force which God breathed 
into a person when he was born and returned to God when he died. For 
example, in Genesis the same word nephesh meaning soul, is used of 
animals as well as people and there are references to dead souls. 

Traditionalists favour the Greek idea of the immortality of the soul / spirit 
and the Greek ideas merged with the Christian doctrine over the first few 
centuries of the Church. 
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Women's Group  
Wed 2nd May at 7:30pm in West Street Hall:  Meal 

The next question to ask is ‘does it matter what one believes?’. 
Conditionalists would argue that punishing someone forever for sins 
committed over a finite time, puts God in a ‘bad light’. Traditionalists would 
argue that ‘eternal torment for sinners’ is an important tool in evangelism. 

A more important question to ask is ‘what does the Bible say about life after 
death?’ Normally Christians give one of three responses when they are told 
about Conditional Immortality. 

1. They don’t think it is important and therefore just ignore it. 

2. They vigorously oppose it, stating verses which support their viewpoint. 

3. Like the Bereans in Acts 17:11, they study the Bible with an open mind to 
see what it teaches. 

If you come into the third category and would like to study this topic with 
Bible references then please speak to me and I will be happy to provide you 
with material and / or come and speak on the topic at a house group. 

Charles Tulloch 

Eco Congregation 

We are investigating what’s involved in becoming an Eco-Congregation. 
This is an ecumenical programme which supports churches in linking 
environmental issues to their Christian faith and responding with action in 
the community. 

We plan to set up a small committee to take this work forward so if you 
think this is something you could be involved with or are interested in 
knowing more about, please speak to Ian. See also www.ecocongregation.
org. 

Oops! 

The observant amongst you will have realised that Andrew and Ann 
Dunsire’s article regarding ‘Love Russia’ in last month’s Scope was 
incomplete. In fact only the 1st page (of 3) was actually published. Sorry! 
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Tribute to Archie 

I am a district nurse and Archie was a patient I visited two or three times a 
week over the last five years. During this time I got to know Archie a little 
and love Archie a lot. We are on first name terms with nearly all our patients 
especially the long term ones. However not so with Archie. Whenever I 
visited him it was nearly always "Hiya doll" (Archie came from Glasgow) 
occasionally it would be "oh not you again"! or "what are you doing here"!  

Archie was an alcoholic but he had been dry for over twelve years. I so 
admired him but I also knew that he still felt guilty for not being there when 
his children were growing up. His daughter was the only one to live locally 
and Archie compensated, in fact over-compensated (as he was not a well 
man) by giving so much of himself to his grandchildren. 

Archie had gone to Castle Craig to dry out many years ago and a reunion 
was always on or around Archie's birthday. It was the highlight of Archie's 
year. I brought Archie along to Celebrate Recovery's Birthday Party a 
couple of years ago and he came occasionally to the meetings. This was 
due to my work commitments and often Archie not feeling well enough to 
go. He didn't find it easy to open up but said he enjoyed the meetings and 
listening to the others share. 

Archie became very ill on Christmas Eve last year and had to be admitted to 
BGH where he died on December 27th. Many months before, Archie had 
given me a copy of "Twenty-Four Hours a Day", a l ittle AA book which I use 
in the mornings for my daily readings. The day Archie died the meditation 
was "Build your life on the firm foundation of true gratitude to God for all his 
blessings and true humility because of your unworthiness of these 
blessings. Build the frame of your life out of self-discipline and never let 
yourself get selfish or lazy or contented with yourself. Build the walls of your 
life out of service to others, helping them to find the way to l ive. Build the 
roof of your life out of prayer and quiet times waiting for God's guidance 
from above. Build a garden around your life out of peace of mind and 
serenity and a sure faith" and the prayer was "I pray that I may build my life 
on AA principles. I pray that it may be a good building when my work is 
finished". 

Archie knew the evening nurses loved him but maybe not just how much. 
When he was feeling down I used to give him a big cuddle which he said did 
him more good than my nursing skil ls! 

Because Archie was visited on alternate days but quite often would leave a 
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two day gap at the weekends, the other two nurses and I would almost 
come to blows as to who was getting to visit Archie! I miss him a lot and feel 
a pang when ever I have to pass his door in the sheltered housing complex 
where he lived. 

The following was written in the flyleaf of the little book he gave me: 

“Archie, I can't thank you enough for what you have done for me. I have a 
deep respect for you and you are a true gentleman. I have enjoyed your 
company Archie and you have educated me in more ways than one. I wish 
you all the best for the future from the bottom of my heart. You deserve it 
and owe it to yourself. Take care, love Paul.” 

Archie wasn't an educated man but I'm sure touched many lives neither he 
nor I will ever know of. May we also touch the lives for good of those that 
God brings our way. 

Main Tulloch. 

Penicuik In The Park 

Sat May 26th in Penicuik Park 

We need your help! The marquee is organised, and hopefully the generator 
too. But there’s sti ll  plenty to do: 

Beforehand : to prepare displays/leaflets, to devise games for children, to 
provide new ideas for the day. On the day (in the morning) : to take 
equipment to the field, to set up displays and games. On the day (in 
afternoon):  to give out leaflets, look after games, and chat to the crowd. 
After the event : to help clear up and return equipment to where it came 
from. 

Names to Joan Cape, Bill Jacobs, Allan Rennie. And if you can’t do any of 
the above, you’ll be very welcome to come along just before the end of the 
activities, to support our service. See you there! 

Fire Conference 2007 

Fri 11th May—Sat 12th May in the NEC Arena, Birming ham 

Hosted by Reinhard Bonnke with guest speaker Benny Hinn and worship 
led by Abundant Life of Bradford. More details at: www.fireconference.co.
uk. Some people from South Church will be going (speak to Paul: 670483). 
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Lothian Taize Group 

We are an ecumenical group of Christians who meet once a month for 
quiet, meditative worship, prayer and reflection. You are most welcome to 
join us at our next meeting on Friday 25th May at 7:30pm in Holy Trinity 
Centre, Haddington. 

Congregational Visitation 

What a terrible title! And yet it’s hard to find a better phrase which clearly 
says what this is about.  

It’s over a year now since the elders of this church visited (almost!) every 
member of the congregation to explain what the vacancy procedures would 
mean for us, and to try to answer your questions about our situation at that 
time.  

In the course of these visits it became clear that you, the congregation, had 
appreciated being visited in this way; the elders also valued the opportunity 
to get to know a little better the small group of people they were each asked 
to visit. As a result, it was agreed that such an exercise should be carried 
out regularly, if not frequently. 

Things have moved on – we now have our new minister, and are gradually 
getting to know him, and he us. The Kirk Session agreed at a recent 
meeting that the time is right for the elders to visit again, to give you another 
opportunity to share your thoughts with them.  

During this month of May we hope to be able to visit each of you – where 
possible, the same person will visit you as last year, with the idea of 
gradually building up a relationship between the elder and yourself.  

The information gathered will be used as a basis for Session discussion/
planning; pastoral information will as last time be communicated to the 
minister and/or pastoral assistant, as appropriate.  

We are aware that a goodly number of you who attend are not in fact 
members, and as a result do not always feature on our lists. If you think you 
fall into this category, it would be helpful if you would complete one of the 
little cards in the vestibules, or the form which will appear in the notices in 
church over the next few weeks, so that we can add you to our lists, involve 
you in this visitation, and keep you informed as to what’s going on. 

Joan Cape (Pastoral Assistant) 
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Advance Notice:  Waste Watchers Summer Holiday Club  

This is an advance notice for a Holiday club we would like to run in the 
Summer. The theme for the club is ‘ Waste Watchers’, which is a Scripture 
Union resource specifically designed for holiday clubs.  

We plan to run the club on the last week of the holidays, 13th—17th August 
from 10—12pm each day for children in P1—P7. However, this year we 
hope to run the club as an outreach event perhaps holding it in a Community 
Centre rather than in the hall. Therefore the emphasis would be really 
different as we plan to publicise the club in every Primary school in Penicuik. 
We would really value your prayers about this as it’s stil l in the early stages 
of planning and we would really value the support of the congregation for the 
club not only during it but afterwards as it’s so important to follow up with the 
children who have attended.  

At the moment we’re in the early stages of planning the club but we would 
like to get an idea of who would be interested and available to help. We 
need people to do all sorts of things such as,  

· Advertising and Publicising the event 

· Preparing snack. 

· Preparing crafts (some of this will need to be done before the event) 

· Organising and leading games. 

· Helping with singing/ preparing music/songs.  

· Photocopying worksheets 

· Decorating the hall  

· Making posters, drawings, banners etc for the hall. 

· Registration of the children. 

Although the club will be run every day, even if you can help out for just a 
morning that would be really appreciated. The more people to help out the 
better! If you think that the club is something you would like to help out with 
then please speak to either Ian, Gill Mackintosh (674394) or Morag Wilson 
(0131 440 3964). The earlier we can get organised the better so that we’re 
covered in terms of  Child Protection.   

We would really appreciate your prayers for this club, that all the planning 
will fall into place, that enough people will come forward to help out and that 
there will be children who want to come along and have a great time! 
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Advance Notice: Frenzy 

Sat 9th June 12 noon at The Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston 

“Frenzy is the UK’s largest one day Christian Music Festival … it attracts 
over 7000 to Edinburgh in June of each year. It brings together the finest 
Christian artists from across the globe …”. Go to www.frenzyfrenzy.com or 
ring 0131 335 6200 if you want to find out more! 

Please note: Gill Mackintosh (674394) is organising a coach so if you are 
interested, give her your name. You will sti ll need to purchase your own 
tickets though (£30 Adult, £20 Under 16’s).  

Scope Deadline: Wednesday 23rd May . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor) 
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or James McClean (673635) or Mary Darling 
(675260) please. 

Advance Notice: NEXUS Scotland 2007  

23rd—25th August at the Scottish Exhibition & Confe rence Centre  

The purpose is to provide a time and space for church members and leaders of 
all denominations to be inspired and resourced in their faith, ministry and 
mission. More information can be found at: www.nexusscotland.org or from 
Peter Johnston (01698 828633) . 

What do you do on Fr iday afternoons? 

Carol Hudson and Sheila Anderson would like to start a puppet group on 
Friday afternoons. Details are very sketchy at the moment, but at present, 
Sheila is looking for adults who might like to be involved. Adults who might 
be interested are: 

· Children’s Ministry workers who would like to develop skil ls in using 
puppets in church or an outreach setting. 

· Christians who would be interested in taking the first steps towards 
becoming children’s ministry volunteers. 

Please contact Sheila if you are interested. 


