


Minister’s Letter

Hello again and when it comes, | hope
you have a really good Easter !!

The pattern, | am sure you are aware is

painfully repetitive: normally a

humourus or perhaps an intiguing

story is related through the ‘reel-them-

in’ opening paragraphs, then comes

some kind of connected Bible

reference related to every day life. How

forced the connection appears, usually

depends on the length of time the

minister has had to write the letter.

Then there’s the motivational (I hope)

last few paragraphsto finish off and inspire folks to live for Christ. The need
to be funnyin writing the minister's letterin these first two pages of Scopeis
a real bain; the constant battle to ensure the minister, and wider church by
association, is not seen as some Rewd. I. A. M. Jolly look-alike is banal. So
often ourindividual feelings don’t allow usto fit in with what’s deemed to be
required. Easter 2005 has remained with me for the last two years and this
yearis no different.

My mother's sister — my aunt Mhati - died just before Holy Week in 2005. |
had to write one of these funny / pithy / ‘non-Rev-Jolly’ / Biblical minister's
letters for the church magazine between her death and her funeral. As
anyone who's been there will tell you, the ‘in between time’ that fills the
space between a death and a funeral is very strange indeed. You just want it
all over, yetit's as if some pause button on the video recording of your life
has suddenly and unexpectedly been pushed: hence no funny story today;
no intriguing account from recent newspaper headlines; no contemporary
reference to the latest TV or cinema release. Simply a recognition of some
well known Biblical truths; but truths that can seem like platitudes because
they have been said so many times before. However, just because they're
platitudes doesn’t mean they are not true. Just because they are served up



in ways that can be a bit 'forced’ sometimes doesn’'t downgrade their
significance.

| find the image on the opposite page a powerful one because, while it
might not be original to say it, | need to have it restated espedally in ‘no
man’s land’.

“For God so loved the woild, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believesin himshould not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. “ (John 3:16, 17)

Like those words in the ‘Footprints’ poem; only in Jesus case, he didn'tjust
carry individuals; as Jesus carried his cross, he carried the whole woid on
his back you, me, my aunt Mhari. The people who sought to live their life
with faith in Christ as best they could; but equally the people for whom life
seemed to chuck more at them than they could cope with.

| find myself more and more coming back to the truth that there are so many
folk in my life that would never see themselves in any church, let alone
Penicuik South, because they are simply not good enough, they think! They
are your friends and neighbours; you pass them in Tesco; you stand in the
gueue at the Somerfield check out with them. They so need Jesus but life
has brought them to the belief they can pass Him by. Jesusis not for them.

Easter is the quintessential declaration that God’s love is such that it will
take Him into no man’sland forus. God’slove isn't just about honey-coated
words and sweet sounding sermons on some sugar Daddydove. Holding
the worst hand that life can deal us, God’s hard—edged love can and does
still make the difference; to the outsiders as well asthe insiders. We need to
let people know this truth. It's why we are here as a church: to worship God
and lead othersto do the same.

Yoursin Him, lan Cathcart

Annual Business Meeting
Tues 11th March at 7:30pm in the West Street Hall
Bring your Annual Report (in this Scope)! Refreshments will be served.




World Day of Prayer Service 2008

Christian women of Guyana invite men, women and young people from around
the woild to share with them in the Woidd Day of Prayer Service being held on
Friday, 7th March 2008. The chosen theme is "God's Wisdom Provides New
Understanding".

They ask usto rejoice with them at the marvels of God to be seen in the natural
beauty of Guyana's rivers, waterfalls and ocean coast; its savannas and its
exotic flowers and birds; its peoples of diverse cultures, the original inhabitants,
the Amerindian communities and those coming from Afiica, Ada and Europe.

The Guyana Committee presses us foiward in our understanding of Wisdom
containedin the Bible, by taking up the Book of Job and the distressing dilemma
of suffering. Their prayeris that all will know a relationship of 'reverence for God
whichis the beginning of Wisdom' taken from Psalm 111, a hymn of praise.

The first Fiiday in March gives people from the Christian communitiesin over
180 countries the opportunity to worship and pray on a common theme. In
Scotland, senices are held in locations as diverse as churches, universites and
schools, Sunday Schools and Youth groups, hospitals and eventide homes,
hostels for the homeless, plisons and shopping centres.

Offelings from the senices are given to Guyana through the Scottish Bible
Sodiety, Feed the Minds and other projectsof an ecumenical nature.

The Woird Day of Prayer on Fiiday, 7th March 2008 gives the oppottunity to
pray for and with the people of Guyana and share in a time of praise and
worship with fellow Chiristiansin your local community.

Here in Penicuik, this will take place on Friday 7t  h March at 7:30pm in the
North Kirk.

Penicuik Shopping Service

Do you need help with your weekly shopping? Do you know someone who
needs help with their weekly shopping? Would you be able on occasions to
help someone with their weeky shopping?

If so then please contact one of the following people for more details:
Roberta McKenzie (Broomhill Centre 673302), Val McGavin (St James the
Less 675614), Margaret Drummond (Sacred Heart 674046), Margaret
Webster (St Mungo’s 672347), Joan Cape (South Church 674276) or Jim
Cowper (North Church 673538).



Penicuik South Church

Annual Report
2006—2007

The following 12 pages comprise reports
from the various South Church groups
followed by the Extract of Accounts for the

year ending 31st Dec 2007.




Parent and Toddler Group

We are a parent and toddler group, made up of mums, carers and
grandparents. We meet on a Monday and Thursday morning 9:30 to 12:30
in the church hall.

We have a range of sit and ride toys and encourage free play. We also
have a singing session with musical instruments.

Come along and have a coffee and a fiiendly chat while your child plays.

We recently celebrated Chinese New Year when Chinese food was served
and chopsticks were used. A fun time was had by all.

Karen Blyth

8" Penicuik Brownies

The Brownies have had a very busy year this year. We celebrated Burn’s
night making Scottie dogs, eating shortbread and diinking irn bru.

Thinking Day was celebrated with a sponsored silence to raise money for
the Sick Kids foundation and then eating pancakes for Pancake Day. £355
was raised and the gil’s photo was in the Advertiser.

We took part in Penicuik on Parade when our theme was Ladies Day at the
races. The weather was very kind to us in our fancy dresses and
flamboyant hats.

We also like to complete interest badges and this year we looked back at
how Brownies used to look and dress and completed the Brownies
Traditions badge and also looked at fire safety and completed the Fire
Safety badge. We took the Brownies on a tiip to Tolcross Fire Station where
they were allowed to see round the station and how it worked and finished
with a shot on the hoses.

Brownies meet on a Monday night in the Church hall 6pm to 7:30pm. We
have spaces at the moment so if you know anybody who would like to join
usthen please come along.

Gillian McNeill, Brownie Guider



Flower Team

I would like to thank all those who have supplied fresh flowers for the
Church each week over the last year. | have just taken on the job of Flower
Convenor and | am very grateful to the Hower Team for agreeing to
continue to assist each week and also to those who have agreed to
continue donating flowers. Flowers play a very important part in Pastoral
Care. Each week, apart from being displayed in the Church, the floners are
delivered by one of the team to someone who we thinkisin need of ourlove
as a fellowship or pethaps just to say congratulations on something good.
There are still a few weeks available if anyone would like to either give a
donation to purchase flowers or to 'do their own'. If you would like to be part
of this Pastoral work please contact me on 673013.

Maureen Hazel

Tea and Coffee Team

Thank you to everyone who has committed to serving tea and coffee at the
end of each service. Caradline is responsible for the provision of supplies
whilst | look after the rota. We now have 13 committed helpers on the team
and the rota is fully booked ftill the end of June. If you would like to help on
the rota, please let me know (670483). It is a great opportunity to get to
know the folks in the congregation.

There’s not much at all to say really. In fact the major event of the past year
was the replacement of the two ageing and leaking cafetieres with 4 brand-
spanking new ones from Tesco. So, the days of pushing the plunger down
and the coffee escaping overit and out onto the worktop are now over.

I've often thought that it would be nice to deliver the tea and coffee out to
people in the pews because many people get into conversations at the end
of the service and don't actually make it to the fellowship area. The reason
we don't do this is because of the safety aspect of walking around with hot
drinks whilst children are running around. This is less of an issue in the
evening service of course.

It would be nice to see more people stay behind for a diink following the
service and so | encourage you to do so if you don't already (at the risk of
making more work for the team).

Funds are a litle depleted at the moment and so we would also like to
remind you that when you take your coffee, a donation is very acceptable!

Paul Toms



S Club

Facts and Figures

Currently there are on average 27 children coming to S Club on a weeky
basis. One of our regular attenders comes from a family that does not attend
church. We have 5 leaders who are there weekly and 8 who are on a rota.
Together we are supported by the administrative work performed by Gill
Mackintosh.

Historically the children’s offering does not go into church funds butis sent to
a Chiistian charity. Between August and February the charity we supported
was “Love Russia”. Two large parcels of underwear were sent as part of
their “Pants and a Pound Appeal”. Few of the children biing a weeky
offering of money which is anissue that we will address.

A typical S Club meeting

When we leave the church building on a Sunday morning we walk up the
road to West Street Halls. Thisis an opportunity to build relationships so is
seen as part of the experience. There is an obvious tension though as bad
weather and short legs sometimes make this an adverse experience! In
order that parents can make use of the prayer ministry and coffee we also
walk back down the road which usually gives us about 45 minutes for the
children’s programme.

Our time together starts with the song “Welcome everybody” when we
gather for a period of worship. Prayer has proved very popular and often
takes up a good part of our time together. This can be led from the youngest
child to the oldest leader. We sing, have a bible story, gospel illusion or
game and then the children divide into groups. Loma Soutar takes the
youngest group of 3-5 year olds into the small hall where they learn bible
stories, do craft, sing, pray and play games approprate to their
developmental stage. The primary aged children rotate round “stations’. The
stations all offer activities within the day’s theme and hopefully allow for
different learning styles.

Usually the programme is the same for all the S Club children asitisfor the
church congregation. An exception has been while following the Freedom in
Christ programme when Loma'’s group continues with SU material.

Dev elopment

In order to involve children further in both S Club and church planning, at the
time of writing we are planning an online survey for the children looking at S
Club. We will be running focus groups in the near future using questions
based on the Vision Statement for children and incorporating any issues



raised from the survey. Katy Barker and Joshua Cathcart who attended the
first Church of Scotland Children’s Assembly in 2007 are assisting the adult
volunteersin these exercises.

A parent’s lunch will give parents the opportunity to find out more about the
S Club programme.

In order to keep abreast of new trendsin children’s ministry S Club leaders
are being encouraged to attend training events. The Children’s Ministry
Conference 2008 and the Omega Zone training day in Dunbar are two of
the events which have had S Club representation.

The S Club leaders all hawve different learming styles which is great as
together we can offer a range of experiences for the children. It can also
mean that we can pull in different directions so we have an away day
planned for 26 April to seekthe Lord’s vision for Children’s Ministry in South
Church and strengthen us as a team.

Links with other 0-18s work

How fantastic it is that we have a dedicated team of parents and other
adults, headed up by Vicky Nicholson who like Government, Health and
Education authorites are following Jesus example in recognising the
importance of the very early years (Matthew 19:13-15). Most of ourlearning
takes place before we are two. These litie one’s brains are soaking up
every piece of infomation. (if you would like to watch a video which shows
thisworking internally as well as externally please speak to me.) Christian
teaching to the youngest members of our congregation is vital.

Regular meetings have started between leaders from Créche, S Club and
Youth Church and lan to try to ensure smooth transitions and effective
communication.

There are also links with other churchesin Penicuik Holiday Clubs are run
jointly and joint church outreach work is being planned in conjunction with
the YM/YWCA. Well keep you posted!

Anything else?

There are always opportunities to get involved in Children’s Ministry. Help
with preparing craft activities or props, sharing a skill on a one off or short
term basis, regular prayer, driving a minibus, leading a small group,
administration tasks are examples | can think of — you might be able to
think of more! As with all children’s work, safeguarding is vital so expect to
fill in a disclosure form and/or attend an inteniew for hands-on work with
children.

Sheila Anderson



Deacons Court

At the ABM last year we appointed Mary Reid and Geoff Dawe as Deacons,
Mary hasjoined the Admin team and Geoff has joined the Fabric team. We
thank them for the contribution they've made to these teams and look
forward to working with them in the future. We thank Paul and Bill for
convening Fnance and Fabric respectively and to Ruth Grant for her
services as Gift Aid convener. Mary Daling has now taken over as Admin
convener and we thank Joan for all the work that she has done as convener
of the Admin team.

The church received a bequest of £180,000 from Phyllis Wilson who was a
member of South Church for many years. The court has been prayerfully
considering what we should do with this money and this will be discussed
furtherat the ABM in March.

The court recently appointed Ami Townsley as Hall Keeper. Ami will now
become the main contactif you have anyissues with the heating of the halls
or if you want to book the hall for an event as well as carrying out general
dutiesrelating to the halls.

Our joint Thank Offering and Harvest Celebrations saw a generous amount
given to the charity ‘Comfort Rwanda’ and as part of the Harvest
celebrations we enjoyed lunch togetherin the hall.

After 4 years of being Clerk to the Deacons Court, | have decided thatit’s
time to stand down and hand over to someone else. At the time of wiiting
this, the person to take over has still to be appointed.

Finally, 1 would like to remind everyone that Deacons court meetings are
open to the congregation and would encourage you to come along and find
out more about what goes on.

Gill Mackintosh (Clerk to the Deacons’ Court)
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Youth Church

Q. What do pancakes, chocolate spread, hide the shoe and the bible
have in common?

A. Youth Church!

We've had a good year in Youth Church. Some girls joined the group in
September, though the boys still outnumber them. We start with
pancakes and chocolate spread. Some young people seem to skip
breakfast so they can fill up on pancakes. We then progress to a ‘fun’
activity loosely related to the bible teaching. Somewhere ‘hide the shoe'
crept in and has become a must have weeky activity. The point seems
to be to find more and more outrageous hiding places. The nooks and
crannies of 32 are ideal for this.

In the midst of the mayhem we do explore the Word of God and the
Christian faith. We are currently using ‘Busting Free', the youth
equivalent of the Freedom in Christ discipleship course so that the
young people are exposed to similar teaching as adult church. | hope
thisismaking for great discussions over Sunday lunch.

We tried some praise sessions with the young people bringing their
instruments and playing popular praise songs together. This showed
promise and lots of untapped talent amongst the young people but we
really need a skilled worship leader to harness the potential. Some
young people are playing in the worship band. It would be good if more
could be induded.

In place of a Christmas Party we had a sleep over in 32. Not sure why
it's called a dleep over because no one deeps. Douglas is still
recovering and so is 32 but | suspect thiswill notbe a once only event.

Youth participation in Sunday moring worship continues to be
discussed and explored. More regular attendance and/or participation
in the entire morning service is a future goal.

Please continue to pray for our young people that they will be
encouraged and grow in the Christian faith through Youth Church.

Rosie Towndey
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Women's Group

The Women's Group continues to meet on the first Wednesday of the month and
the third Wednesday afternoon. Numbers have kept faily constant at the evening
meetings, around fourteen to fifteen, but aftemoon numbers unfortunately have
dropped.

At the October Meeting we had a "getting to know you Rev. lan Cathcart' which
was enjoyed by all. In the afternoon Meeting in October, Bill Bruce gave us"A tour
of Scotland QuiZ' and tested how well we knewourown country.

In November we had an open Meeting, with a Trip up the Amazon by Ruth Aird.
This was well attended and was vely interesting to hearof Ruth'sadventures.

We had our Christmas Meal in the Royal Hotel, both the food and company were
excellent. Our Christmas Annual Appeal with Dolly Bags raised £135, which went
towards the minibusprojectand we thank the congregation for their support.

In January when we are never sure how the weather will be, we like to have local
speakers, 9 on the night of 9" January we had Ann and Andrew Dunsire and they
gave us an excellent and inspiting talk on theirtip to Russia. They filled usin on
the background of this work, their expeliences when they were there, and their
hopes of retuming this year. We all felt sad about the plight of these children and
pray that this charity with God's help will make a difference to theirlives.

Then on the aftemoon of 23 Januaty we had an equally exciting and interesting
talk from Denise Halcrow, who recounted her adventures in China, where she
went to deliver bibleslast summer and the previous year. We were impressed by
Denise's courage and her reliance on God to get through difficult and scary
situations. Again we pray that these bibles will reach the house groups where they
are most needed.

On 6" February Jennifer Ruddick led a Bible study for us and on the 20" Februay
we had a talk on Old Edinburgh by Olivia Begbie.

On the evening of 5th March we are having a talk by Joyce Madean on Personal
safety training andin the aftemoon of 19" Marchitis Photographs and tea.

On Fiday 7" March "The Woid Day of Prayer' will be held in Notth Kirk to which
everyoneisinvited, ourMembers will be taking part.

2" Apiil is our Annual General Meeting and on the 7" May we have our Summer
Meal, venue to be decided.

We always welcome new Members and details can be given from any of the
following: Sheena Allan (674309), Audrey Roy (675227), Wilma Wilson (678045).
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Creche

Creche is currently attended by 6-8 youngsters aged between 4 months and
2% years. At this momentin time we are working well with the number of
leaders and helpers we have and it is really appreciated that people have
come forward in response to the request for additional help.

We work with the SU syllabus for 0-3 year olds which indudes a bible story
and an associated activity. We also have a time of structured singing and
prayer - hopefully you are not too disturbed duing the service by our
wonderful choirand theirinstruments!

The children listen to the story with varying degrees of concentration;
thoroughly enjoy their snack; and try very hard to shut their eyes during
prayer and finish with a loud ‘Amen’.

We are really looking forward to the future as between now and the end of
August we are ‘expecting' 6 babies to be born and to join Creche soon
afterwards in addition to the 6-8 we already have - a busy time for us all.
Although more helpers have come forward we are praying that come
August God will lay this service on the hearts of additional volunteers.

Vicky Nicolson

Scope Team

Thanks again to all those who help. Thisindudes Mo who produces the 280
or so copies from the ‘master’, Mary and her helpers for the folding and the
team of distributors who take the magazine to your doorstep. Finally, thanks
to all the contributors.

I'd like to encourage motre people to consider contributing to the magazine.
Especially their own stories. | understand however that quite often stories
can be quite personal and not everybody is comfortable sharing them in a
magazine.

In this electronic age it is probably a good idea to start thinkihg about
providing Scope as a PDF file on the church’s website. Most people have a
broadband connection and so the magazine download should easily take
less than a minute. It would be good to see the piinting/folding/distribution
work diminish. We would still of course provide some piinted copies for
people who don’t have the internet or who just prefergetting a paper copy.

Paul Toms
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Extract of Accounts for the Year ending 31.12.07

Balance Sheetat31.12.07

Current Assets

Debtors

Bankand cash
Consolidated Fabric Fund

Less Creditors
Falling due within one year
Net Assets

Allocated as:

General funds

Spedal Funds
Consolidated Fabric Fund
Total Funds

Income
Offelings
Taxrecovered on gift aid

Contributions from Congregational

Organisations

(induding Howgate Parish Church)

Other

Funds raised from events
Use of Premiseg/Facilities
Weddings and Funerals

Funds raised for Special Accounts

Legades

14

2007 2006
27998.58 0
175379.61 17303.15
4153
207531.19 17303.15
902.86  2538.28
206628.33 14764.87
9222.77 2676.03
193252.56 12088.84
4153
206628.33 14764.87
Budget
2007 2006 2008
69543.06 65403.27 73501
28185.81 15343.82 17500
790.72 1208.35 3650
5859.24 623.46 0
1070.93 0
1880.5 830 500
450 350 0
9625.02 0
178997.18 0 0
296402.46 837589 95151




Expenditure

Ministries and Mission Allocation 598198 544418 53539
Presbytery Dues 757.85 895.48 780
Appointment of Minister 3206.51 0
Ministers Expenses, Education and
Travel 3051.32 1042.96 1800
Education 895.75 1200
Ministers Re sources 1085.65 400
Pulpit Supply 1030 2670 600
Salaries 7761.82 5960 8000
Fabric repairs and maintenance 2596.52 2610.39 5500
Coundl Tax 2531.19 923.08 2400
Youth Work 1127.96 664.69 1600
Energy 8082.46  5863.99 7500
Insurance 6634.33 6207.32 6727
Professional Memberships/
Licenses/Services 1171.96 551.52 1200
Stationary/ Printing/Resources for
Administration 1767.12 876.11 1000
Other Expenses 4557.81 635.57 2660
Holiday Club 900.26 98.32 200
103771.8 86647.74 95106

The full accounts are available upon request to the Treasurer Moira Barker.
The figures shown are an extract from the accounts.

(Continued on next page)
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Movements in Special Funds during 2007

Balance Income Expenditure Balance

c/f 31.12.07

Youth 123.74 83.39 40.35
Benevolent 1731.07 770.16 820 1681.23
Bursary 1665.35 0 1665.35
Eunice 20 0 20
Mission and Outreach 1472.56 788.56 684
Mayburn House 304.76 0 304.76
World Vision 330.44 0 330.44
Worship 1724.92 255 986.27 764.15
Youth Project 4709 0 4709
Mini Bus 0 3844.92 0 3844.92
Dolly Bags 7 0 7 0
Comfort Rwanda 0 4385.1 4385.1 0
Indian Ministries 0 94.29 94.29 0
Tear Fund 0 293.89 293.89 0
Interest 0 211.18 0 211.18
Bequest 0 158997.18 0 158997.18
Balance due on bequest 20000 20000
12088.84 188622.22 7458.5 193252.56

Consolidated Fabric Fund 0 5463 1310 4153
0 5463 1310 4153

Bequest: A new fund to be used at the Trustees discretion for the benefit of
Penicuik South Church. The Trustees will be investing the monies in a high
interest deposit account and donating 10% (tithing) to an agreed charity.

Consolidated Fabric Fund : This fund arose from "profit" of the sale and
purchase of mansesin 2007. The monies are held centrally within Church of
Scotland and may be used to meet fabric expenditure for the manse. All
other repairs and maintenance is met from the general fund.

End of Annual Report
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Broomhill Day Centre: Help Needed!

Broomhill Day Centre, on Bellman’s Road is open from Monday to Friday.
Our members are collected from home by mini-bus and brought to the
centre and returned home by mini-bus at the end of the day.

We are currently looking for volunteersto befriend our members and to play
cards, scrabble and dominoes. We welcome volunteers on any day but we
are particularly short of volunteers on a Tuesday and a Thursday.

Can you spare and hour or two to assist as courier on our mini-bus? The
morning un starts at 10:00am and finishes around 11:15am. The afternoon
run starts at 2:30pm and finishes around 3:30pm.

We organise a vatied entertainments programme for our members. Can you
help us by becoming a Committee member? Our Activities Committee meets
every 6 to 8 weeks to organise the programme.

If you can help with any volunteer work, please contact us at the day centre
on 678109.

Drama Series “The Passion” on BBC1

The BBC has produced a drama series about the life of Christ called ‘The
Passion”. “The Passion” will be shown in 6 x 30 minute episodes starting on
Sunday 16th March (Palm Sunday) and concluding with an episode dealing
with the resurrection on Sunday 23rd March (Easter Sunday).

Andrew Graystone at Churches Media Council writes:

“The programmes are being produced by the award-winning drama
producer Nigel Stafford-Clark. Those who were at the Churches Media
Conference eallier this month heard him speak very persuasively about the
production. It is dear that it will be a substantially accurate and very
challenging account of the last daysin the life of Jesus. It is also dear that
because of its scheduling in peaktime on BBC1 it will have a huge national

impact.”
If you would like to hear Nigel Stafford-Clark's interview about The Passion

at the recent Churches Media Conference please wisit: www.
churchesmediacouncil.org.uk/conference/play_audio.asp?part=6.
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Temporary Church Officer Position

It was agreed at the recent Deacons Court meeting that if no one came
forward to cover the Church Officer's maternity leave we would ask for
volunteers from the congregation to make up a rota to cover the months that
Lynne is off. Therefore this is a plea to ask whether either as an individual,
house group or just a few folks together you would be able to be part of this
rota, obviously the more people that volunteer the less number of imes you
would be on the rota! We will be putting up alist in both vestibules with a list
of datesto be covered and if you feel you could commit to some dates then
please put your name against the date.

The areas that need to be covered during the week would indude deaning
the tailets, hoovering and dusting in the church, keeping vestibules clean
and tidy and making sure that the wheelie bin is put out and brought back
in.

We would also ask for people to cover on a Sunday to be responsible for
the heating during the services, ensure the toilets are opened before and
locked after each service and ensure the building is left in a dean and tidy
state. There will be a separate sheet for this.

The position needs to be covered from 2nd March untl the 31st August. |
hope that this is something you will give prayerful consideration to in the
hope you will be able to help out with this situation. Many thanks.

Gill Mackintosh (on behalf of the Deacons' Court)

Residential Care for Elderly

Presbytery is urging Kirk Sessionsto make themselves aware of the quality
and availability of Residential Care foreldelly people in their congregations.

If you have recently had to find accommodation for ssmeone or regulaly
visit someone, and would be willing to share your experiences, please
speak to Anne Hamilton on 672913.

The Easter Play
Sat 22nd March at 2:30pm in Princes Street Gardens,  Edinburgh

A story of love, hope and triumph over death! At the Cutting Edge Theatre.
Free—no tickets required. Details at www.easterplay.org.
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Update : Operation Christmas Child

My thanks to all who participated in the above project and filled a shoebox
with gifts for children abroad. The overall response was very good and a
certificate acknowledging our participation has been received. Some 5000
shoeboxes were distributed from Scotland. Thanks again.

Bill Bruce

Women's Group in West Street Hall

Wed 5th March at 7:30pm: Susie Lamplugh Personal Safety Training
with Joyce MacLean

Wed 19th March at 2:30pm: Photographs and Afternoon Tea

Advance Notice: Diamonds Women's Conference
25th and 26th April at Destiny Church, Glasgow

Hear Dr. Cardline Leaf ('Live Today' programme on God TV and Daystar)
with James and Betty Robison. She iswell received all over the world by a
variety of audiences following the publishing of her research about health
and emotional happiness and about better ways of thinking, teaching and
learning.

Also hear Sue Owen, host and founder of Diamonds. With over 20 years
expetience of pastoring she has plenty of relevant and practical input for
today'swomen. Thisisinput by women for women.

Tickets are £43 including breakfast, lunch, hot drinks and lots of surprises.
More infomation at www.destiny-church.com or (0141) 616 6777.

Advance Notice: International Leaders School of Min  istry
5th—9th May at Bethshan Church, New castle

Speakers are John and Carol Arnott (founding pastors of Toronto Airport
Christian Fellowship). Thisis for leaders and also anyone who has a desire
for greater intimacy and healing in the Lord. Detalls at www.
bethshanchurch.net
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The Grocery List

Louise Redden, a poorly dressed lady with a look of defeat on her face,
walked into a grocery store. She approached the owner of the store in a
most humble manner and asked if he would let her have some groceries on
credit. She soffy explained that her husband was very ill and unable to
work, they had seven children and they needed food.

John Longhouse, the grocer, scoffed at herand requested that she leave his
store at once. Visualizing the family needs, she said: "Please, sir! | will bring
you the money just as soon as | can." John told her he could not give her
credit, since she did not have a charge account at his store.

Standing beside the counter was a customer who overheard the
conversation between the two. The customer walked forward and told the
grocer that he would stand good for whatever she needed for her family.

The grocer then said in a very reluctant voice, "Do you have a grocery list?"
Louise replied, "Yes sir." "OK" he said, "put your grocery list on the scales
and whatever your grocery list weighs, | will give you that amount in
groceries." Louise, hesitated a moment with a bowed head, then she
reached into her purse and took out a piece of paper and scribbled
something on it. She then laid the piece of paper on the scale carefully with
her head still bowed.

The eyes of the grocer and the customer showed amazement when the
scales went down and stayed down. The grocer, staring at the scales,
turned slowly to the customer and said begrudgingly, "I can't believe it." The
customer smiled and the grocer started putting the groceries on the other
side of the scales. The scale did not balance so he continued to put more
and more groceries on them until the scales would hold no more. The grocer
stood there in utter disgust. Finally, he grabbed the piece of paper from the
scales and looked at it with greater amazement.

It was not a grocery list, it was a prayer, which said: "Dear Lord, you know
my needs and | am leaving this in your hands." The grocer gave her the
groceries that he had gathered and stood in stunned silence.

Louise thanked him and left the store. The other customer handed a fifty-
dollar hill to the grocer and said "It was worth every penny of it. Only God
knows how much a prayer weighs."

Scope Deadline: Wed 26th March . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. Scottish
Charity SC011871 Penicuik South Parish Church.
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