


Advance Notice
Champions Challenge Summer Holiday Club

This is an advance notice for a Holiday club we would like to run in the
Summer. The theme for the club is ‘Champions Challenge’, which is a
Scripture Union resource specifically designed for holiday dubs.

We plan to run the dub on the last week of the holidays, 11" — 15" August
from 10-12pm each day for children in P1-P7. The venue for the clubis till
to be confirmed.

As we did last year we plan to publicise the club in every Primary schoal in
Penicuik. We would really value your prayers about this as it's still in the
early stages of planning and we would really value the support of the
congregation for the dub not only duting it but afterwards as it's so important
to follow up with the children who have attended.

At the moment we’re in the eally stages of planning the dub but we would
like to getan idea of who would be interested and available to help. We need
people to do all sorts of things such as:

Advertising and publicising the event

Prepating snacks

Prepating crafts (some of this will need to be done before the event)
Organising and leading games

Helping with singing/preparing music/songs

Photocopying worksheets

Decorating the hall

Making posters, drawings, banners etc for the hall

Registration of the children

Although the dub will be run every day, even if you can help out for just a
morning that would be really apprecated, there are also a lot of jobs that
need to take place behind the scenes so it's not all about working directly
with the children. The more people to help out the better!

If you think that the dub is something you would like to help out with then
please speak to either lan or Gill Mackintosh (674394) or come along to the



next meeting on Monday 26 ™ May 7:30pm in the North Church Café to
find out more.

The eallier we can get organised the better, so that we're covered in terms
of Child Protection.

We would really appredate your prayers for this club, that all the planning
will fall into place, that enough people will come forward to help out and that
there will be children who want to come along and have a great time!

Parish News

Caleb William was born to Vicky and Peter Middleton on Friday 9th May.
We pray God’s blessing on all the family.

Soaking in His Presence Weekend
20-21st June at Wellsprings Church, Newcraighall, E  dinburgh

The purpose of this "Catch the Fre Ministries' eventisto teach you how to
rest in God's presence, develop intimacy with Him and allow Him to heal
your heart to effectively walk and minister out of His love.

You will receive teaching and personal ministry on hearing God's voice, the
Father heart of God, healing life's hurts and ministering in the power of the
Holy Spirit. The cost is £30 per person, £45 per married couple. To register
call 01978 353984 or email uk@ctfministies.com. See also: www.
wellsprings.uk.net.

Christianity Solidarity Worldwide
Sun 29th June at7pm in South Church

David Andrew from Edinburgh will be speaking about the work of CSW for
the persecuted church at the evening service.




Feedback from The National Gatheringon3rd/ 4thM ay

| felt all though Sunday (4th May) that the teaching was very relevant to
South church, as we try to find the direction God is leading us.

In the morning sermon, Archbishop John Sentamu reminded us that we are
all called as individuals to withess for Christ. If only we talked about Jesus
as much as we do about the weather, then everyone would know He is our
Saviour. He also said that a "young" youth worker or youth team was
needed to attract and keep youth in the church. Perhaps something which
the Bequest could be used for.

It was so uplifting to be part of the "choir" of thousands praising the Lord with
Stuart Townend in the evening. I'm sure the power of the last song "In the
power of Chiist | stand" was felt by everyone there.

Mary Daiing

We attended the National Gathering on the Saturday and were encouraged
particulaly by the morning worship attended by four to five thousand. There
was a real sense of the presence of God and people were worshipping in
freedom.

We attended Andrea Wigglesworth’s seminar on ‘“remembering and
forgetting” which was very bold and seemed to have a significant impact
She talked about the expectation that God is about to do something new in
the Church of Scotland. People came forward for prayer ministry at the end.

Kate and Johnnie

Joan, Neil and | were doing puppet workshops in the Kidzone tent. What
amazing child and parent puppeteers we met! One of the advantages of this
was being among the very few adults who got a shot on the amazng
inflatables — bouncy castle, bouncy assault course, bouncy slide. Maybe the
view of the National Gathering was a bit limited but what a great experience!
(Stuart Townsend was wonderful as well.)

Sheila Anderson

Sandra Lamb and | attended the gathering at Ingliston on Sunday 4™ May.
We assembled at West Street Hall at 9.00 am for our mini-bus, driven very
professionally by Douglas Wilson. When we arrived at Ingliston, Ann
Hamilton, who remarked “once a teacher always a teacher”, guided us
through the turnstiles. We then had a cup of tea at the café before the



service — all very civilised. Wilma Wilson then advised us to join the queue
early and not be stuck at the back of the hall. Good advice when you are
only five foot tall.

Sandra and | found the service very uplifing. We found the music a bit
disappointing, | was expecting a big band and with the large number of
people there, | feltit would have raised the roof. There was John Bell, one
drummer and a gil singer. When | mentioned this to Vicky Nicholson, she
was disappointed too. | thought it was an “age thing” and Sandra and | being
a “bit conservative”.

John Sentamu’s sermon was excellent and he was pointing out that we are
not all evangelists but we are called to be withesses. He remarked that if we
all talked about Jesus as much as we British talk about the weather, what a
difference that would make.

Altogether it was a different experience and demonstrated that Churches
should have no boundaries.

Sandra Lamb and Audrey Roy

Penicuik Churches Youth Outreach and beyond!

Representatives from a number of the churchesin Penicuik have met twice
with the topic of “Youth Outreach” in mind. It has felt very positive and ideas
have been wide-ranging (to putit mildly!). We are a small group with big
ideas butwe are also realistic!

At our last meeting we decided that copies of “Hope ideas’ be made
available to anyone with an interest in mission and outreach. Why should we
limit mission to children and young people if there are folk out there whose
gifts would be more suited to a different age group?

We did think that a first step should be taken though and so itis ourintention
to run a week of evening activitiesin the park. A snappy title, prayer support,
practicaliies including child protection and general safety and “what will we
actually do?” will be discussed over the coming weeks.

If you have any ideas, thoughts, comments or a desire to offer practical or
prayer suppon, please speakto Sheila Anderson, Carol Hudson, Bill Jacobs
or lan.



House Groups—Update

On Sunday 27" Apiil, Kate gave a 5 minute talk in the morning service on
the role and dewelopment of House Groups within South Church. The
following is based on the main bullet points of the talk.

Why do we have house groups ?

These are essential for growing in our faith - Jesus modelled the smal
group.

They allow usto be accountable to each other which is difficult in a bigger
church meeting

They provide a safe environment for sharing, fellowship and mutud
support

Churches that are growing and experiencing God have strong smal
group ministry

What goesonin house groups ?
Worship, singing, soaking time in the Spirit
Friendship and family stuff — caring and supporting each other
Bible reading and discussion
Speaking with, and listening to, God
Learning to be a disciple and discovering our spiritual gifts
Serving — helping with fund raising events etc

In order to run effectively, we have identified the following ground rules for
house groups. It is important to remember that South Church has decided
that pastoral care of members of the congregation who are in House Groups,
isundertaken through the House Groups.

Each group needs a leader who is responsible for overseeing pastord
care in the group

Leaders need to tell the House Groups Team leaders (currently Kate and
Johnnie Humphrey) when there are changes in their group, so that there
is continuity in pastoral care for those who perhaps drop out of a group or
are between groups

What goes on the group is confidential, although leaders discuss



difficulies with the Team Leaders
Groups need to be outward looking and open to new members

There are separate guidelines available for groups who wish to indude
prayer ministry

The end of Freedom in Christ course provides us with an opportunity for
new developments. The Kirk Session is keen that as many people as
possible are members of house groups. If you are notin a group right now
why not try a group? (a list of current group leaders is in both vestibules of
the church). If you are in a group and think it is time for change, don't feel
that you need pemission to taste another group!

It is important that groups are outward looking and take opportunities to
invite people into groups, espedally if they are newto the church. Lastly, we
believe in growing and spliting groups. Are you asking God if you are a
future House Group leader, and could start up a new group? Perhaps your
group is getting a bit large (more than 10 members) and could divide into
two?

At South Church we are blessed with a good number and vaiety of House
Groups and leaders and we thank our Father for them! We (Kate and
Johnnie) will be stepping down from House Group leadership this summer
and will continue to pray that the House Groups will be nurtured and blessed
by God.

Kate and Johnnie

Children’s and Youth Ministry

There are lots of opportunities for people to support Chiistian work with
children and young people. Meetings between representatives of most of
the Penicuik churches have been happening and ideas abound about ways
in which the church community could be reaching out. One of these will be
thisyear's holiday cub.

S Club 2007/8 will be ending in June with the Summer Programme starting
upon 6 July.

Watch out for more details in the church announcements or contact Sheila
Anderson (678541) or Gillian Mackintosh (674394).

Sheila



Love Russia

We would like to offer our thanks to everyone involved who made the recent
coffee morning a great success. helpers, those who made donations of
baking and plants, the car washing team and all who attended and were so
generous on the day.

The coffee morning went very well with everyone enjoying the fellowship and
the chance to relax for a couple of hours. At the end of the morning we had
raised £720. We also received several generous cash donations from some
who were unable to attend on the day.

We met Alex Cooke the founder of Love Russia on Firiday 16" May and
were able to hand over to him £1000 for the Love Russia funds. Alex wasin
Penicuik to give a presentation at the Praise Night in St Mungo’s Hall led by
Andrew and Ann Dunsire. This was well attended from valous
congregations and the presentation and praise was excellent. Again thanks
to the very generous donations given on the night, a further £450 was raised
for Love Russia.

We have now completed our training weekend for the summer camp where
we met up with the rest of the team going to Kostino on the 26" of July. We
feel happy that God is with us on this mission and we are ready to go to take
on the challenges we will find at the orphanage.

Before we go however there are valous practicalities still to be sorted out.
We would very much appreciate if you would remember us in your prayers
untl we return from Russia.

Helen & George Hogg
Prayer List

A new Head of Education has been appointed in Russia this week. Pray
that the new person will continue to be sympathetic and supportive of
Love Russia as was the previous head of education, and that the chaiity
works may continue and expand.

Pray that all documentation required by the teams is provided without
any problem — visas, passports, disclosure forms, invitation letters.

That all travel tickets will arrive in time, and that travel arrangements go
smoothly - no delays, all luggage with summer camp supplies arrives
safely.

All team members receive their required immunisations and that al



members will stay in good health and be able to fully engage in the
programme for the children.

That members of the teams fully bond together and can focus all their
energiesin the task at hand, and that there will be a real sense of God’s
hand in all we do.

That all personal issue s within the team can be left behind and that they
have peace of mind and protection throughout the summer camp week.

Pray for support for the omphanage staff that they might have better pay
and conditions of work.

Pray that all team members will be sensitive to the cultural differences
and show full respectto the orphanage staff.

Pray for the intempreters so that they do not find the task too difficult—
they are wlunteers also.

Pray for all ttam members particularly remembering Ann & Andrew
Dunsire and Helen & George Hogg.

Pray for all the children to be blessed through the work of the
summer camp and that it makes a real and lasting be  neficial change
to their lives.

Minibus Project Update

Following the births of our babies Katiina, Lynne and | have now come to
the end of our maternity leave!! We are now beginning to plan fundraising
activities for the year ahead.

We would like to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who supported us last
year. Those who helped outin so many ways at the auction and others who
have generously donated to the project. We have raised a total of £4000 so
far.

Fundraising ideas for this year include the production of a cookery book,
summer BBQ, organ recital and a stall at the Street Fair selling bric-a-brac
left over from the auction. Any other ideas and suggestions are most
welcome.

Mary Hadwen, Katrina McDonald & Lynne Turnbull



Comfort Rwanda—Update

(Below are extracts from an email which Callum Henderson wrote to Mary
Darling regarding what Comfort Rwanda is currently up to—Ed)

We are really thilled at the way the education support has helped changed
lives. Your own involvement has been pivotal in stimulating us to extend our
support of education and this has been deeply appreciated by our partners.
One of the most painful things for them is to see young people who they
know have the capabilites of doing well and breaking out of the poverty
cycle, being unable to get an education. | have seen the queues of young
people outside Solace Ministries at the start of term looking for support, and
the expression on their faces of despair or delight tells its own story.

| have attached a report from The Living Church (please speak to Mary or
myself if you'd like a copy—Ed) in which you will find some pictures of
children supported through the education funds. Our belief that "a litle can
change alife" isborne out by the fact that almost 250 young lives are being
changed by the education programme.

There are also two testimonies of young people being helped through
university by Solace Ministries (one of these follows these extracts—Ed). As
mentioned above, because of the encouragement of your own involvement,
Comfort Rwanda is now committed to the regular support of primary,
secondary and university students through our partners, Solace Ministries.
You can read from the testimonies how important education is to them and
how difficult it can be to continue education without ongoing committed
support. You can also see howhope is given through that practical help and
how their faith in a God who caresis restored.

Your own gift was shared between our two partners (as promised, 100%
was sent to Rwanda for education support) and so the church has had a key
role in supporting both of them in offering hope and a future to many, many
young people.

With regard to the other questions you mention. | also was deeply
impressed by the willingness of the congregation to help. It reminded me so
much of the Macedonian church that Paul talks of, how they gave
themselvesto the support of the poor. Education is an area of deep concern
to us and our partners. It is so important that those who are being helped
are able to finish their education. Because of that we would be so blessed
and encouraged if you did indeed want to continue to support the education
with another thanksgiving offering. There would, if you deemed it
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appropriate, be the possibility of offering people the opportunity to sponsor
the education progamme on a monthly basis and once again, 100% of that
would go directly to the need.

With regards to a visit, | would love to take a group from the church out to
Rwanda. You are sensitive to askthe question whether it should be a work-
based visit ora visit to show care and support. Sometimes people can be so
focussed on "doing something” they miss the point! It is very often the
connection with the people that proves the most valuable thing, making the
support you have been giving personal and understandable. And for those
you visit, it means so much to know people do care. However, it may be that
there is a skill mix in the church that could lend itself also to some practical
help. Things like hospital, nursing etc. tend to lend themselves to more
individual input which needs previous research but previous Comfort
Rwanda groups have been inwolved with house building, field hoeing,
children's camps and pastors conferences. If you would like me to come
over and give a short update and introduce the possibility of a Penicuik
South church visit | would be delighted to do so. Or even to come and
speak to a core group who would be behind the drawing together of the
visit. Times of year are faily flexible.

| mentioned to Jackie Cathcart that the Unity Youth Choir from our partners,
The Living Church, will, God willing and visas permitting, be coming to
Scotland in Nov/Dec this year. We would love them to perform atthe church
if that was suitable. Dates are being taken fairly quickly and | feel it's
important that churches like your own which have given support should get
an opportunity to host the chair if they want that. So if you are interested in
thatletme know and well keep a day reserved for you. If you want to chat
any of this through orget any more info please call me on 01236 827251.

Love and blessings, Callum Henderson

| am an omphan. My family was killed in genocide except a sister who
survived and we live together. She didn’'t have a chance to continue school
education. Genocide started when | was 12 years old. We fled to a church
in Musambira district; we thought that there wouldn’t be killings in a house
of God. Neighbours and interahamwe came from everywhere and threw
grenadesin the building. The killers holding machetes, and dubs with nails
stopped those who were able to escape.

| was bleeding on my legs, dead bodies and other agonizing were dying
helpless everywhere in the building. It was flooded with blood. Then,
interahamwes came to steal money from the dead bodies. As they were
searching in the pockets of the dead, someone noticed that | was still alive
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and decided not to kill me. Four other children survived. The whole
building (church) was full of ciies of people who were dying or those who
were being killed. | was terribly frightened but they took me to Kabgayi
unconscous. When | became conscious, | touched everywhere on my body
and found that my leg was cut off by a grenade. Iwas sad thinking how | will
survive with one leg without parents, and wondering who will care for me. |
stayed in a hospital but eventually, Iwas discharged.

| found my sister and we started a hard life until now. Time came and |
knew Solace, | went there to ask for notebooks that were given to me but |
also found comfort. | met parents there who loved me and shared ny
problems. They comforted me and | felt that 'm not an orphan. God gave
me new parents. | also thank God for a new crutch that Solace gave me.
The old one was litle then, because | grew up. | asked it everywhere, in
FARG, Ibuka, in my church, but | didn't have an answer. Solace has also
been supporting me for school fees and materials. Now | have finished my
secondary school and | need to continue my studies.

When | have problems, 1 go to Solace where | find parents and they give me
advice. At Solace there are other orphans and we share the same
problems. There | do not feel alone.

| thank the Lord who comforts us and created Solace. Solace brings us
together in holidays and this prevents us from worrying about tomorrow.
They teach us how we should live and they give us advises that should be
given by our parents if we had them and this makes us feel that we are no
longer rejected.

Scope Deadline: Wed 25th June . Artides to: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. Scottish
Charity SC011871 Penicuik South Parish Church.
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