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Parish News 

· We were very sad to hear of the death of Dan McNiven on 13th May. The 
funeral was held at Mortonhall on 17th May. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his wife, Jean, daughter Isobel, son John and grandchildren 
Thomas and Lauren. 

· We were pleased to celebrate the baptism of Beth, daughter of Billy and 
Carol Hudson on Sun 13th May. 

From the Kirk Session 
One aspect of the way that the elders and minister are getting to know one 
another better is that the Kirk Session meetings are now ending (almost) at 
a reasonable hour! However, that does not mean that we have been 
avoiding full discussions on matters as they arise. 

At our meeting on May 8th we talked about the visit to the congregation by 
the elders, and how we would deal with any feedback – perhaps at the ‘day 
away’ which we are having on 2nd June, where we have an informal l ist of 
things to talk about in a general manner…..all part of the process of moving 
forward with our new minister. 

We also decided to invite Kate and Johnnie Humphrey to join us as elders – 
they have been leading the House Groups team for well over 2 years, and 
attending Kirk Session meetings by invitation, and it is appropriate that their 
leadership gifts be used fully as elders in our congregation. 

We had a report on Celebrate Recovery’s birthday party, and agreed that 
we need to help make CR’s ministry better known, both within the 
congregation, and in the wider community. 

Anne Hamilton will be taking over from James McClean as our Presbytery 
Elder; Ian is very keen that we learn how Presbytery works – and we were 
reminded that their meetings are open to everyone – not just elders. Despite 
my initial remarks, Ian still finds us a very different group of people to work 
with from his previous Session, so we have been taking time to deal with 
things that perhaps don’t arise very often in other Church of Scotland 
situations, like prophecy and spiritual gifts….seeking, through prayer, God’s 
will for the South Kirk. 

Neil Cape, Session Clerk 

Scope Deadline: Wed 20th Jun . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor) 
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. 
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The Leprosy Mission: Annual Pancake Morning 

Sat 2nd Jun, 10am to 12 noon in St Mungo’s Church H all 

Why don't you come along and support us and enjoy the company and 
fellowship along with your freshly-baked pancake and cup of tea or coffee? 

Tickets costing £1 are available from Liz Murray (673231) or Wilma Wilson 
(678045) or pay at the door. There will be various stalls including home-
baking, books, plants and Leprosy Mission products.    

This year the local committee (who are made up of representatives from 
most of the churches in Penicuik) have set a target to raise £2500 for The 
Leprosy Mission. The chosen project this year is for Darfur in Sudan.  We 
hope to raise enough funds to train fieldworkers in leprosy and disability 
care for diagnosis and rehabilitation.   

Once again I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
continues to support us in any way and look forward to seeing both old and 
new faces at the Coffee Morning on 2nd June. 

“Singing Through The Night” 
Tues 5th Jun at 7:30pm in South Church 

Anneke Companjen, wife of the President of Open Doors International 
(founded by Brother Andrew) will be speaking about her new book entitled 
“Singing Through the Night” as part of her 8 day UK tour. 

This book relates to the experiences of the women of the persecuted 
church, one of whom recounts that when it gets really hard she sings 
through the night. Ron Boyd-Macmillan from Edinburgh, author of a 
marvellous book called “Faith that Endures” will also be speaking. 

This should prove to be a most interesting and inspiring evening, and it is 
hoped that it wil l be well supported by our congregation. The meeting will 
close with tea and coffee. 

Denise Halcrow 

Advance Notice: NEXUS Scotland 2007  

23rd—25th August at the Scottish Exhibition & Confe rence Centre  
More information can be found at: www.nexusscotland.org or from Peter 
Johnston (01698 828633) . 
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 Fire Conference with Reinhard Bonnke on 11th/12th M ay  

Four of us from SK went to this event at Birmingham NEC on 11 May.  It 
was organised by CFAN, International ministry of Christ for all Nations which 
was founded 30 years ago by Evangelist Reinhard Bonnke.  For over 20 
years Bonnke has been holding Gospel Campaigns across Africa which 
have now grown, with as many as 1.6 million people attending single open 
air gatherings. Since the start of the millennium he has had a goal of seeing 
100 million souls being saved in this decade and so far, some 42 million 
have already responded to the Gospel call!  

The focus of the conference was to help and empower believers in 
evangelism. To help us facil itate “The Great Commission” Mark 16:15.   
Bonnke spoke for some time about a series of fi lms he has been working on 
over the last 10 years which have now been released as a tool for churches, 
to fire up and encourage us to evangelise. The series is called the “Full 
Flame Film Series” (quite a mouthful!). We were shown clips from two of the 
films, one of which was very hard hitting with the message “Church is not a 
pleasure boat but a life boat”, expressing the urgency and importance of the 
responsibility we have of reaching out to the lost. At the conference the 
whole congregation were given the opportunity to have hands laid on them 
by Bonnke to receive anointing for evangelism. 

I was encouraged hearing Bonnke speak of the thousands of healings and 
miracles happening during the Gospel crusades in Africa and on one 
occasion a man being raised from the dead. Being there, amongst 
thousands of Christians was a wonderful experience. The worship was led 
by the Abundant Life Church band. A particularly moving episode occurred 
when we all (maybe 2000 of us) joined together to pray for the little girl, 
Madeleine to be re-united with her parents. 

At the final session on the Saturday evening Benny Hinn came to minister to 
us. It was an experience to hear this man preach and to see his anointing ’in 
action’ so to speak. It was also just a little bit scary too! All in all I think we all 
benefited from the teaching and have come home with lots of books to read! 

Caroline Toms 

Kingdom Power at Hand Conference 

7th—10th June at Bath City Church, Bath  

Speakers include Heidi Baker, Marc Dupont and James Maloney. Cost is 
£49. More information at www.bathcitychurch.org.uk. 
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Celebrate Recovery 

A big “thank you” to all who supported CR's birthday celebration (see 
pictures below). We greatly appreciate all the support. And a special “thank 
you” to the people who visited from Dundee and Edinburgh City Mission - a 
great night was had by all. 

Celebrate Recovery is now in year 6 and so far this year we have covered 
Denial  and Powerless . If you struggle with a hurt, habit or hang- up please 
consider coming along to this life-changing programme and experience the 
healing power of  Jesus Christ in your life. 

We meet in South Church Hall on West Street every Thursday. Doors open 
at 6:30pm and we start at 7pm and finish at 9pm. 

CR Team 
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Age 45 years old 

Children None, but I have six nieces and 
nephews whom I love to spend 
time with. 

How long at SK About 6 years. 

Fav  praise 
songs  

I love Stuart Townend’s combination of words and 
music, in particular, ‘How deep the Father’s love for us’ 
and ‘In Christ Alone’. 

Fav  food Crisps and chocolate biscuits. 

Fav  Holiday 
destination 

Anywhere with wonderful scenery, and lovely places to 
walk and go bird-watching. 

Fav  pastime Hillwalking, gardening and golf. 

Fav  book ‘Pride and Prejudice’ by Jane Austen. 

Fav  film ‘Chocolat’ – with its pertinent lesson not to treat those 
who are different with condemnation and prejudice, but 
to reach out to them with understanding and acceptance. 

What I lov e 
about SK 

The Christ-centred worship 
and concern for the 
community. 

Inspiring 
scripture 

Joshua 1:9: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go.” 

Fav  sermon It would be difficult to choose one, but I have been 
inspired by many wonderful preachers along the way, 
including James S Stewart, John Stott and Alistair Begg. 

Being a 
Deacon  
means 

It means having the opportunity to gain a wider 
appreciation of practical and financial issues relating to 
the church and the church family and contributing as part 
of a team to working through those issues.  

Getting to know : Lorna Souter  
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Mobile Phone vs. Bible  
What would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our mobile phone? 
What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?  
What if we fl ipped through it several times a day? 
What if we turned back to go and get it if we forgot it? 
What if we used it to receive messages from the text? 
What if we treated it l ike we couldn’t live without it? 
What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 
What if we used it when we travelled? 
What if we used it in case of emergency? 
This is something to make you go … hmm … where is my Bible? 
Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our mobile phone, we don’t have to worry 
about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus has already paid the bil l. 
Makes you stop and think “where are my priorities?”. And no dropped calls! 

Other church 
activ ities 

I’m kept on my toes by the 3-5 year old group at S Club 
on a Sunday morning; I help in leading services at some 
of the residential homes in Penicuik and belong to 
Caroline Mackintosh’s home group. 

Prayer for SK That we will all continue to grow in the love and 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ; that together we 
may discern God’s heart and will and, in faithfully 
following that, we may see His hand mightily at work in 
the church family and in the community around us. 

Frenzy 
Sat 9th June 12 noon at The Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston 

“Frenzy is the UK’s largest one day Christian Music Festival … it attracts 
over 7000 to Edinburgh in June of each year. It brings together the finest 
Christian artists from across the globe …”. Go to www.frenzyfrenzy.com or 
ring 0131 335 6200 if you want to find out more! Please note: Gill 
Mackintosh (674394) is organising a coach so if you are interested, give her 
your name. You will still  need to purchase your own tickets though (£30 
Adult, £20 Under 16’s). 
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Prophetic Vision For Great Britain (Given July 2005 ) 
I saw several pockets of small fires across Europe – The fires of wicked men 
and organisations – And the Lord said “Holland” – Holland was very strong – 
then France – and then Spain and Italy – then the Lord said – “And to the 
North” – it was very clear and the Holy Spirit’s voice was insistent and very 
strong – “The NORTH – the North – the North” – and I had no clear 
understanding at all what the Lord meant and then I sensed a circle and 
heard the Holy Spirit say – “North London - Northern England – Northern 
Europe” and then I heard “North Africa” – this was the circle and the circle 
seemed to me to be linked in some way. 

These fires, God said were kindling fires – they were very small – hardly 
noticeable on the map – but they burned furiously – and had fiercely burning 
blue flames – and then I saw that some kind of NET was being loosed from 
the heavenlies down to earth – and I heard the Lord say – “THIS IS THE 
SNARE OF HEAVEN” – and I saw a great angelic host – the warring host of 
Heaven being dispatched across Great Britain and Europe and other 
Northern-most and Middle-Eastern parts of the earth with swords that 
glistened like flaming fires – And the Lord said – “As in the ancient of times – 
so as My people humble themselves and pray – a great and mighty roar of 
battle shall be unleashed from the heavenlies – and My mighty warring 
angels shall go forth – for I shall send them from the North and from the 
South.” God was saying these were the fires of wicked men and 
organisations across Great Britain and Europe and beyond. 

Then I saw prayer start to rise – first from small pockets of intercessors 
across the British Isles – these were not just prayer movements and 
organisations – but they were the heartfelt prayers of the saints from towns 
and villages all across Great Britain – these were the praying mothers and 
grandmothers and grandfathers – these were the prayers of the intercessors 
across great Britain – and yes – they were mostly women in their homes and 
in tiny prayer and home groups – fallen on their knees and on their faces – 
and I could see that they had the full attention of the Lord – and then I saw 
the men – and the men were the ministers of God – and the pastors and the 
ministers from all across Britain rose and joined their prayers in the Spirit 
with the prayers of the handmaidens – and the prophets started to 
prophesy – and join with the apostles and the intercessors – and then they 
were joined by the praying saints from across pockets in Europe and then 
from the North, East, South and West – and I saw a great hand arise from 
the North and the South and the East and the West – And the Lord said 
“Because of the heartfelt prayers of My saints – I shall send my Angelic Host 
and the sound of their battle cry shall resound through the four corners of the 
earth as they prepare to meet the Princes of Darkness – For I tell you My 
children – A great and terrible darkness has been unleashed upon the earth 
in these days – BUT I am raising up an army – I am raising up a mighty army 
of My people who will gird themselves up for battle – and as the sound of 
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their voices rises up to me – and as the sound of their prayers – of their 
supplications comes before my throne – so in turn – My mighty warring 
angels be unleashed to do battle in the heavenlies. 

“And through the prayers of my saints in Great Britain – through the prayers 
of My saints in Great Britain – through the prayers of the saints and My 
followers in Great Britain – the stupour and the slumber and the secular 
humanistic spirits that have bound My people in this nation shall start to 
uproot – for my Church has had an outward semblance of power – yet its 
sound has been a whisper – even as My children have raised their voice in 
the streets of Great Britain – so the spirits of secularism and humanism have 
bound the mouths of My saints – but I tell you my children – there dawns 
another day – says the Lord – there dawns a different hour – and I call you 
Oh Church – I call you My saints – This is the day and this is the hour to 
arise" – says the Lord – “This is the hour to stir yourselves even as the 
mighty men of old – lift your voices and your hearts up to my throne – for 
this is the day and the hour of supplication.” 

Then as the saints rose and started to pray – not with l ip service but fervent 
heartfelt prayer from the heart – I saw another fire – with fierce white and 
orange living flames – start to burn – the prayers of the Church in Britain – 
and although it too started in pockets – this was the most incredible fire in 
the way that it spread across the nation – It was so fierce that as it took on 
power – it seemed that nothing could stop its path – but the people who 
created the fire were fallen on their knees – and God said “Penitent 
hearts” – and I knew somehow that these praying saints were repenting on 
behalf of Britain for the sins of the nation and for the sins of omission of the 
church in Great Britain. 

And these prayers gave the angels much strength – and the Snare of the 
Lord fell like a net across the dark hidden places of the earth – and I saw the 
terrifying whirlwind of the Lord like a fierce black whirlwind literally chase 
some of the evil blue pockets down – the winnowing whirlwind of the Lord of 
Hosts. Then the Lord showed me a large lion – and He said – “This l ion 
represents the nation of Great Britain” – And it was a shocking sight – for 
where the lion should have been filled out and sleek and gleaming – it was 
almost a skeleton – and its mane was barely visible – and its coat was 
covered in mange – and its roar which should have shaken the nations in its 
power and in its ferocity was strangled and barely audible. And the Lord said 
“This represents both the glory of this nation at present and the state of My 
church as a whole in Great Britain. And I saw in great letters – the words – 
“THE GLORY HAS DEPARTED FROM THE LION – BUT THE GLORY OF 
THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL RETURN AND THE LION SHALL ROAR 
AGAIN”.  

(Reprinted with kind permission from the publishers, Warboys Ltd. Written 
by Wendy Alec, www.unknownprophet.com. This is the first of four parts and 
will be continued in the next Scope issue (Ed)). 
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Scope says ‘farewell’ to James 

James McClean says “I feel now is the right time for me to stand down from 
Scope and let someone with fresh ideas and commitment come onto the 
team. I’ve enjoyed working … (on Scope) … and also felt privileged being 
part of this important work in the Lord's service”. 

What’s left of the Scope Team want to thank James on behalf of the vast 
readership, for managing Scope through the good times and the bad, 
through thick issues and thin issues, and through the emotional upheaval 
ensuing from the magazine name change. 

Seriously though, “thank you James for all your time, your wisdom and your 
efforts on Scope over the last 20 years”. 

Scope Team 
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Advance Notice:  Waste Watchers Summer Holiday Club  

This is an advance notice for a Holiday club we would like to run in the 
Summer. The theme for the club is ‘ Waste Watchers’, which is a Scripture 
Union resource specifically designed for holiday clubs.  

We plan to run the club on the last week of the holidays, 13th—17th August 
from 10—12pm each day for children in P1—P7. However, this year we 
hope to run the club as an outreach event perhaps holding it in a Community 
Centre rather than in the hall. Therefore the emphasis would be really 
different as we plan to publicise the club in every Primary school in Penicuik. 
We would really value your prayers about this as it’s stil l in the early stages 
of planning and we would really value the support of the congregation for the 
club not only during it but afterwards as it’s so important to follow up with the 
children who have attended.  

At the moment we’re in the early stages of planning the club but we would 
like to get an idea of who would be interested and available to help. We 
need people to do all sorts of things such as,  

· Advertising and Publicising the event 

· Preparing snack. 

· Preparing crafts (some of this will need to be done before the event) 

· Organising and leading games. 

· Helping with singing/ preparing music/songs.  

· Photocopying worksheets 

· Decorating the hall  

· Making posters, drawings, banners etc for the hall. 

· Registration of the children. 

Although the club will be run every day, even if you can help out for just a 
morning that would be really appreciated. The more people to help out the 
better! If you think that the club is something you would like to help out with 
then please speak to either Ian, Gill Mackintosh (674394) or Morag Wilson 
(0131 440 3964). The earlier we can get organised the better so that we’re 
covered in terms of  Child Protection.   

We would really appreciate your prayers for this club, that all the planning 
will fall into place, that enough people will come forward to help out and that 
there will be children who want to come along and have a great time! 
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The Food Train 

The Food Train is a shopping delivery service for anyone that is elderly, 
disabled, housebound, has a long term illness, just home from hospital, or 
who has difficulty carrying heavy bags. 

Penicuik North church has been involved with the Gorebridge Health Project 
running a scheme in Mayfield and hopes to start a Food Train for the 
Penicuik Community very soon. If all the churches were involved, then 
volunteers would only need to give a few hours a month. 

Summary of the Food Train Services 

Shopping lists collected; shopping delivered; individual til l receipt; small 
quantities catered for; full range of supermarket goods; fresh and frozen 
goods; no quibble refunds and exchanges; friendly helpful volunteers; 
reliable weekly service. 

How the service works 

Blank shopping lists will be completed by customers and collected on a 
given day. These will be packed at the shop, and volunteers will add the 
perishable goods, when the boxes are picked up. A till  receipt will be given, 
and boxes delivered by the volunteers. The customer pays the Food Train 
the cost of the shopping, on delivery. The project will give use of a van and 
petrol for the deliveries. 

The service provided by the Food Train should let its customers obtain a 
wide variety of food and household goods at reasonable prices; have their 
shopping delivered direct to their homes on a weekly basis; have regular 
contact with people and enable them to remain in the comfort of their own 
home, within their own community. 

If you are interested in finding out more, or know of someone who would like 
to use the scheme, please contact Mary Darling (675260). 

Coffee Rota: July to December 

The new rota is hanging up in the Fellowship area (behind the current one). 
There are sti ll some gaps to be filled if you think you’d like to help out. Many 
thanks to all of you who have helped out and especially to those of you who 
have committed to doing one slot per month. 

Paul Toms 
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Scripture Union at Cornbank Primary School 

The Jaffa Club 

Scripture Union at Cornbank Primary School started in February 2006. We 
use material from SU, Australia called “Jaffa” (Jesus A Friend For All,) 
hence, “the Jaffa Club.” We meet on Wednesday lunchtimes most of the 
way through the school year. Last year the numbers tailed off in June, so 
this year, we’re going to finish on a high and stop at the end of May. 

Cornbank School has the great facility of “the practical area,” which has 
loads of space to move around in. The children bring their packed lunches 
which they eat whilst we all chat, tell a story, or teach something. After 
eating, there’s usually about 20 minutes for games, drama, crafts, or 
whatever the teaching for that week uses to bring out more about God, the 
nature of God and what God’s view is of things. 

We have 20 Good News Children’s Bibles for the group. These were bought 
with money donated by the North Church, which also has paid for some of 
the craft material we use. One of the Jaffa Club leaders, Fiona Charleson, is 
a member of the North Church; it is a good witness when different 
congregations work with each other. The head teacher, Mrs Brady has been 
very supportive of the Jaffa Club and so far hasn’t said “No” to any of our 
requests! 

There was a HM Inspection report on the school in the last year, and the 
Jaffa Club was named as one of the school’s groups. Before we started, we 
got a lot of support and practical advice from the SU group at Mauricewood 
Primary School. That group has been an inspiration to us because it has 
been evangelising faithfully for more than 10 years and they have shown us 
that the size of your group doesn’t matter.  

All things are in God’s hands. We’re well placed for being supported by SU 
in Penicuik, because Jackie Ringan, who’s a member of South Church, is 
the East of Scotland co-ordinator for SU and has a special responsibility for 
Midlothian. The Midlothian SU prayer meetings take place usually in 
Penicuik, about once every 2 - 3 months and are open to anyone who wants 
to be part of corporate prayer support for SU’s work.  

When we started the club, we had a mixture of boys and girls from P5 and 
P7.  The P7s moved onto high school and last September we were delighted 
to be hit by a tsunami of new P5s. (What was the reason for the tsunami?  
Possibly because Caitl in, daughter of Alison Herd is in that class and she 
encouraged her friends to attend something her Mum is involved in.)  So this 
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year, the numbers have settled to about 22 children each week, mostly girls, 
mostly from P5. We’ve started to think about next academic year. What if we 
get similar enthusiasm from next year’s P5s? It would be great if it happen-
ed, but we don’t think the group would work with 40 children. Here’s the plan:  

· We pray - Father, give us more children, give us more boys, give us more 
adults, inspire us and guide us. 

· We have two teams of people to lead two different Jaffa Clubs. One 
meeting on a Monday for the new P5s, the other continuing to meet on a 
Wednesday with the new P6s and P7s.  (One of the “Wednesday adults” 
wants to move to a Monday.) 

· If we don’t need the new Monday Team for Cornbank, because we can 
accommodate all the children in one group, we’ll offer Jaffa Club to 
another primary school in Penicuik. 

If you’d like any information about helping an SU group, or being involved in 
prayer support, please speak to Jackie Ringan (0131 445 4125) or Sarah 
Cowper (677325). 

Esther Spa Day 

On behalf of the Social Committee, I would like to thank all those who came 
along and supported the recent Esther Spa Day; we all had a very relaxing 
afternoon. Carrie, Janette and Linda all worked very hard pampering us with 
massages and the foot spa’s and hand massages went down a treat – I’ve 
never massaged so many feet in my life! There was also handmade 
jewellery and cards for sale and a bookstall. 

A big thank you to all those who helped in the kitchen to make sure 
everyone had enough to eat and drink, all the cakes donated disappeared 
very quickly and the Chocolate Fountain was yummy!  

Donations given from the day amounted to £233 which has been given to 
the Love Russia charity. Ann & Andrew Dunsire will be working with Love 
Russia this summer when they go to help out at one of the summer camps 
run by the charity.  

Thank you again to all those who helped in every way to make the day a 
very special and relaxing time. We plan to hold another day next year, so 
please be encouraged to come along if you missed this one! It’s a great 
opportunity to invite friends and family along too.     

Gill Mackintosh (Social Committee) 
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The Church Computer  
“Would you like a computer?” the man said to me, 

“I’m getting another, so mine will be free”, 
I found this exciting I’m bound to confess, 
So without hesitation I quickly said “Yes”, 

“I’l l  come and install it so it’s ready for you. 
You won’t have to worry, there’s nothing to do”. 

It arrived the next day on the seat of his car, 
Straight into the session room, so good so far, 
I viewed it with interest, it smiled back at me, 

“There’s nothing too awkward” I thought, “silly me” 
The man sat with me to give me a session. 

It was all keys and symbols just l ike a lesson. 

I met with the mouse and waved it about, 
But got so confused that I soon opted out. 

The man left quite early, in fact rather quick: 
I don’t think he realised that I was so thick, 

I could turn it on, but not turn it turn off. 
Then help arrived like manna from heaven- 
The minister’s son who’s just turned seven. 

The computer was off and not a bit cross, 
It obviously knew that he was the boss. 

One day I’ll  solve it, my mind set will gel: 
I’ll  learn all the programs and e-mail as well. 

I’ll  write many letters and make them look right, 
But that’s in the future as I’m not very bright. 

(Written by an 86 year old lady Down Under & modified by Maurice Dower) 

Revival Meeting  

Fri 29th June at 7:30pm, West St Hall  
Come and join us as we seek the Lord's 
presence through praise and prayer. Tea and 

coffee at the beginning and the end. Details from Paul Toms (670483). 

Powerpoint Edinburgh 
Fri 15th Jun, 7:30pm at Braids Centre, Nile Grove, off Morningside Rd 
Special end of term party for all in S1-S6, and it’s free! Bring your friends! 


