


Kirk Session meeting of 10 ™ June

At the last meeting of the Kirk Session aletter was received from Joan and Neil
Cape resigning their position as elders of Penicuik South Church. This letter
was accepted by the Kirk Session with an emphasis on thanking both Joan and
Neil for theirlong and devoted senice as elders, and in particular recognising a
debt of gratitude for their workduring the vacancy.

We gave thanks for a tremendous answer to our prayers for the finances of the
National Gathering. The money received from the congregation was £757.50.
The cost of the tickets and the purchase of the tent, which was subsequently
donated to work abroad, was £687.50 and the remaining £70 will be used to pay
forthe hire of the two mini buses on the day.

There were two applicants for the post of Personal Assistant to the
minister and inteniews were to take place on 12" June. (Subsequent to this
Gillian Mackintosh hasbeen appointed to the post).

lan reported that he had received positive feedback concerning the period of
sustained worship duiing the senvice. The ‘Freedom in Chiist’ course has
resulted in an increase in the number of people involved in House Groups. Folk
had joined in with house groups to undertake the course and were staying on
afterits condugon.

Kate and Johnnie Humphrey have stood down as House Group leaders. Kirk
Session was unanimously in favour of Helen and George Hogg being asked to
undertake this work and they have indicated their willingness to do so. It was
also decided to ask Helen to join the Kirk Session of the Church and we give
thanks that she feelsthat God hasled herto accept thisposgtion.

At this meeting it was decided to invite Philip Walker of the Natural
Church Development to speak at the Elders Away Day (21st June),
specifically on the subject of 'gifts. (Asmost of you will have heard this proved
a great blessing to the elders and one which we pray the congregation will
share in aswe seekto determine peoples gifts and ministry).

Please continue to pray for the Kirk Session.
Yoursin Chiist, Joyce MacLean (Session Clerk)



Resignation

Some of you may be wondering why we have not been around the church
very often lately. For some time now, God has been moving in our lives and
challenging us to move out of our comfort zone. Consequently we have
decided to step down as elders in the South Church, with fond memories
and a sense of having completed a task to which we were called. We don't
know yet where we're heading next — perhaps we have to make this formal
break before we get set on the next stage of our journey. So, although we
may not be around the South Church very much owver the next while,
because we need to take time out to seek God’s guidance, you will all be
very much in our thoughts and prayers. We plan to continue in our house
groups, where we can be supported in fellowship.

We know we’re being called to move on. But whatever the future holds for
us, we pray that lan and the Kirk Session will thrive and take the
congregation on to do great things for God. We look forward to seeing the
congregation growin its withess, and grow numerically.

In Jesus love, and with our warmest good wishes to you all, along with
thanks for all the love and support we have received, especially over the
past few years.

Neil and Joan

Parish News

Baby Aaron was born to Vicky and Andrew Nicholson on 24th May.
Congratulations!

lan McLeod died on 7th June. We remember Morag his wife and the reg
of his family in our prayers at this time.

Baby Ava was born to Shaun and Ali Fraser on 8th June.
Congratulations! See the photo lateron in this magazne.

Katy McDonald was baptised on Sunday 8th June. We pray God’s
blessing on her and her family.

Baby Seth David was bom to Helen, daughter of Chris Lamont on 19h
June. Congratulations!



Thank Youl!

Dear friends,

Thankyou for all your prayers, support, gifts and cards for Susan and Steve
on their recent marriage. | wanted to share with you some of my thoughts of
their happy day. At the Sunday evening service piior to the wedding day,
Alison had warned me that the church would be very chilly if | didn’'t make
sure the heating was switched on at least 3 hours before the guests arrived.
Douglas very kindly gave me his key and a quick lesson on how to override
the timerto ensure that we would be cosy. | made a mental note that | would
have to be down atthe church no later than 11am to perform my duties.

At the rehearsal on Thursday evening | noticed as | gazed around the
church that it was looking pretty dusty and untidy, with feathers used by lan
in the previous week's sermon, lying in varous nooks and crannies. My
heart sank as | realised that in the absence of a Church Officer, | was going
to have to dean the church sometime between Friday and Saturday and
there were still favours and table decorations to be finished off!l When | got
home from the rehearsal | made a plan to be at the church at 9am with a
hoower, duster and polish in hand.

Later that Thursday night the phone rang and it was Sheila telling me that
her house group and the music group were ... deaning the church and
tidying away all the dutter! | thanked her, put down the phone and thanked
God too. Even later, | received a call from someone else to tell me that
Douglas Hamilton had offered to act as beadle for the day and after a quick
call to him, I wasrelieved to know that | wouldn’t have to run down to church
in my rollers and dressing gown at 1lam after all!! He had the heating
situation and all the other house-keeping stuff well in hand.

The day of the wedding arived and as | entered the church | realised how
blessed | am to be part of the South Church family. The church was
spotless, cosy astoast, sun streaming through the windows and everyone in
place. Graham at the keyboard, Caroline poised to lead the singing and lan
warmly welcoming all who entered. | was really touched by the way in which
all the chores had been so lovingly and thoughtfully done. This meant a
great deal to me and | just wanted to thank all of you for the parts you
played in making Susan and Steve’s Wedding Day so special.

Love, Mary Ritchie



Stephen and Susan just married’ 24th May




The Leprosy Mission

On behalf of the local committee represented from all of the churches in
Penicuik we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks once again to all our
many faithful supporters of the Leprosy Mission.

Our grateful thanks to everyone who contributed in any way to the huge
success of the Pancake Coffee Morning that was recently held in St
Mungo's Church Hall on Saturday 7th June.

We were once again blessed with a beautiful sunny moming - which always
favours our plant stall helpers situated outside the hall. Indoors good
fellowship was enjoyed by all over their coffee and freshly baked pancake.

We raised just over £1100 which is our highest total yet. This remarkable
sum helps us well on our way to meeting our target fundraising pledge for
the year of £2750. Our chosen project this year is the provision of
physiotherapy equipmentin Darfur.

May we also take this opportunity to thank all those who continue to support
us by their kind donations and by filling the Leprosy Mission files throughout
the year. Thanking you again one and all and God Bless.

Liz Murray & Wilma Wilson

Wanted: Scope Editor

Do you enjoy doing jigsaws? Are you grammatical? Do you enjoy working
on your computer? Have you been wanting to contibute to the South
Church but not yet found anything that suits you? Have you got ideas for
how Scope could be improved? Would you like to take over Scope
publishing and editing and allow Paul to step down? If you think you may be
interested please speakto Paul Toms or Mary Dalling.

Wanted: Coffee Rota Organiser

Paul and Caroline would like to hand over the responsibility of the Tea and
Coffee to anyone who isinterested. Thisinvolves managing the rota @lmost
complete now until the end of the year) and ensuring that the supplies of
coffee, tea and biscuits remain topped up. Please speakto Paul or Caroline
(670483)if you are interested.



Prayer needed for Love Russia

We really need some prayer for Sergei Arkadavitch, the Director and all
those in the closed home at Yelatma.

In May a Moscow commission visited the home after receiving an
anonymous letter of complaint about it because the older mobile children
are being seen more and helping with small jobs around the buildings. They
removed 20 of the older children and sent them to ‘Adult’ homes. Simon and
Sue were at Yelatma at the time and said that the children were terribly
traumatised by the events as well as the extreme distress to the staff.

Since then Alex has been in contact with Sergei through Sasha to try and
find out what is happening to the children. Four of the severely disabled
children have died.

The children with leaming disabilities from the other part of the closed home
have been put into various places and we are finding out where they are so
they can be visited.

Sergei is determined to find out what is happening with the children but
since then someone tied to set fire to the newly renovated house (with alot
of input from LR) where the older girls live. Nobody was hurt but one third of
the roof was destroyed and a wall demolished so the girls have now been
moved to Block Four where the older severely disabled children were kept
and presumably their remaining children squashed in with the smaller
severely disabled children.

Sergei hopes that the sodal services will help with the costs but has asked
us for help. Of course Alex is investigating how we can help in purely
practical tems but we really believe that prayer can make a difference to
thiswhole situation.

Obviously someone is attacking the home and Sergei, whether this is
through spite, jealousy of the help foreigners give or just through ignorance
and the belief that these children are evil (a cultural attitude we have come
across frequently before). Whatever the reason prayer can work.

Please, please prayinto this situation and ask your fiends and churches to
do so.

Jacqui Cooke (Love Russia)



Overall Results from last year’s Natura



Church Dev

o™

elopment Questionnaire

( 0 #l # &$ -$
$ 1

© 2004 Christoph Schalk - NCD International and
lan Campbelland Adam Johnstone - NCD Austalia



Reflections on the Assembly

May 14" to 21% saw the meeting of this years General Assembly. As
Presbytery elder | had the opportunity to attend as a commissioner. My
initial reaction was one of excitement. Then apprehension took over. Would
it be acres of learned men in black suits and dog collars? Would there be
weighty debates and archaic language that | would struggle to understand?

It was therefore with some relief that | accepted an invitation to a pre
Assembly reception to help first time commissioners understand how the
Assembly works.

There | met some lovely people from all over Scotland. Ordinary people like
me who shared the same feelings of inadequacy but who cared about the
church.

The members of the business arrangements committee quickly dispelled our
fears as they explained about deliverances and overtures, motions and
counter motions, amendments and addendums. We were shown the
Assembly Hall itself and taught how to activate the microphones and cast
our votes.

Nothing however could have prepared me for the sense of history and the
feelings of awe at being part of that body, or for the tiredness that came with
listening intently for so many hours each day. From the opening ceremony
with the colorful procession of the Lord High Commissioner’s arrival to the
closing speeches the whole event was a fascinating and enjoyable
expetlience.

So what will stay onin my mind?

Most certainly the sound of almost a thousand unaccompanied voices
praising God. The gracious smile of David Lunan the moderator and his
challenging words to us each morning.

| was struck too by the affection with which so many across the world regard
our national church and the debt of gratitude felt towards us by the Afiican
countries where the Church of Scotland is at work.

My eyes were opened to the breadth of involvement of the church in
national and woidd affairs. HIV/Aids to Postnatal depression, human
trafficking to the scandal of poverty. To my shame | was unaware of much of
this and feel it is such a pity that local congregations know so litle about the
good work their contributions support.
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During that week | saw a church that is trying to cast off an outdated image
while trying to serve the local communities. A church that in spite of falling
rolls still has 600,000 members at a time when palitical parties attract
20,000. A church thatis a powerful force for good in our nation and across
the world. A church | feel proud to be part of.

Anne Hamilton

Shaun and Aliwith their baby Ava.

Do you have a photo that you'd like to share with S cope readers? If
you do then please send it in!

Scope Deadline: Wed 27th August . Artides to: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. Scottish
Charity SC011871 Penicuik South Parish Church.
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Joint Churches Youth Outreach

A conversation started at the YMCA stand at Nexus (Christian Resources
Exhibition) in Glasgow last year sparked off what could be one of the most
exciting Christian ventures in Penicuik for some time.

Shortly after the conversation, | received an email from the National director
of the YMCA in Scotland asking if | might meet with the Penicuik Centre
manager to consider church links. Very quietly this has been growing and
recently representatives from Penicuik North and South Churches, St
Mungo’s and the Sacred Heart have been meeting to consider joint work.
We have been inspired by HOPE 2008 (see www.hope08.com or listen to
YFriday's “One Hope”) and recently met with some of the group who had
the vision much bigger than just a minibus and were inspired even more!
We did manage to meet with Leigh Gerhardt the Penicuik YMCA/YWCA
manager and were inspired a whole lot more! The ideas to put the book of
Jamesinto action seem endless.

The first step will be a week of activitiesin the Park, week beginning 7 July.
Steve the Juggler is booked for Tuesday 8 July, 7-9 pm and on other nights
we hope to have other games and activities. We need volunteers for this so
if you are disclosure-checked and would be willing to wear a t-shirt with the
logo below please speak to Sheila, lan, Gill or Bill Jacobs (phone numbers
in the church directory).

Based on the response we hope to run something similar at the end of the
holidays. If you have not been disclosure-checked but would like to be
involved please speakto Sandra Stewart

There are ways in which you can serve without doing any direct work with
children or young people.

Sheila Anderson
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Working with Children

“Too many adults are scared of working with children. We must work harder
to understand and reduce their fear”

“48.4% of adults in our survey said that fear of accusations of harming
children was the greatest barrier to volunteering with them...... this is very
significant because a huge number of adults (69%) said they would be
willing to consider voluntary work with children, but only 5% were actually
doing it.”

“If we can reduce the fear adults have, we will be able to provide more
activities, meaning fewer young people hanging around the streets”

“So | see our children today wrapped, not so much in cotton woal, as barbed

wire with our notices saying ‘Keep Out and ‘Do not touch’.

The above are quotes from Kathleen Marshall, Scotland’s Commissioner for
Children and Young People in an article in ‘Children in Scotland’ (Nov 2007)
Like the Churches Child Protection Advisory Senice (CCPAS) she is a
proponent of “good sense” child protection. For further info see www.sccyp.
org.uk and www.ccpas.co.uk

Sheila Anderson

A Cry from Iran
Sunday 27 " July at 7pm in South Church

| really wasn’t wanting to watch this film about a Christian martyr which was
being shown in our church in May, but as a supporter of Open Doors with
Brother Andrew | really was obliged to be there! | get very emotional when |
hear about any kind of cruelty and | hate violence, so | was steeling myself
to watch the film and | admit it was extremely moving and had me in tears,
yet it was gripping and heart warming too. So much so that | felt a more
people should have the opportunity to learn about the heroism of Pastor
Haik, the leader of the evangelical church in Iran who died for courageously
seeking justice fora fellow Christian in 1994.

Please do make every effort to see ‘A Cry from Iran’ and | promise you will
be hugely inspired by the faith of Chistians living with persecution, and
stirred to pray for our fellow Christians in Iran, where the church is still
growing. I'm looking forward to seeing you there — and bring your tissues!

Denise Halcrow
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Children’s Ministry
News from S Club

S Club has been following the same themes as the congregation; Freedom
in Chiist, the Holy Spirit and a church survey. A few months ago we did an
online survey of S Club and on 22 June we ran focus groups giving the
children the opportunity to give their opinions of church. Some of the P6
children led the groups and adult leaders scribed the responses. All the
questions were based on the Church of Scotland Vision Statement for
children and had originally been developed for the first Children’s Assembly
in 2007.

It is with sadness that S Club say goodbye to the weeky leadership the
children have enjoyed from Chales Tulloch and Mary Ritchie. Both have
served faithfully and have great gifts that they have shared with the children
on a week by week basis for a number of years. We are delighted that they
are both happy to have their names added to the rota of adults who willingly
serve S Club and we look forward to their company when itis their “turn”.

Over July and August there will be Summer Sunday Club which takes on a
dightly different format. If we have good weather, hopefully some of the time
can be spend outside. Sarah and Alistair Cowper have put together a
programme looking at the parables and using lots of enemetic games.

Throughout the year the S has supported Love Russia. The weeky offering
taken has gone there and recently Mary led us finding out more about the
work of the project. None of us liked the pictures of the toilets!

Puppets of Penicuik (or the Friday afternoon puppet group)

If you watched Penicuik on Parade this year you will have seen some of the
puppet group marching along behind a portable stage. They did really well
and particular thanks go to Lindsay Swan who became a puppet sound
engineerat very short notice!

We have been invited to participate again this year in the Penicuik Arts
Festival. We plan to puton 2 productions and would really appreciate some
practical support in making scenery and props. Please speak to Sheila or
Joan if you think you might be able to help.

Sheila Anderson
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The Plight of Christians in China
leading up to the Olympic Games

Chinese citizens can now choose their own careers, travel abroad, own a
car and establish a business. However, Christians cannot legally hold a
prayer meeting in their homes, share a church service with foreign
Christians or interact with overseas Christian organisations. China still bans
religious education for under 18 year olds and limits the publication and
distribution of Bibles and other religious materials.

Pastors in Beijing have reported increased state surveillance in the run up to
the Olympic Games and a severe crackdown on all unregistered house
churches beginning on June 1 has been predicted by China Aid sources.

Please pray that Chinese Chiistians may be free to practise their faith
without restrictions and that the Games prove to be a milestone for
Christians being allowed to worship and evangelise.

Pray that the world may see the true power and love of God sustaining
Chinese Chiistians, notwithstanding the lack of religious freedom in some
parts of China.

Pray that Christians from the West who go to help distribute special copies
of John’s gospel and other Chiistian literature at the Games will act wisely
and with respectful consideration of their fellow Chinese Christians, so as
not to jeopardise their situation in anyway.

Denise Halcrow

Mission Aviation Fellowship
Sunday 31st Augustat 7pm in the South Church
A speaker from MAF will be giving a presentation.
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The Paradox of our Time in History

We havwe tallerbuildings, but shorter tempers;
wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints,
we spend more, but have less,
we buy more, but enjoy itless.

We hawve biggerhouses and smaller families;
more conveniences, butlesstime;
we have more degrees, butless sense;
more knowledge, but less judgment;
more experts, but less solutions;
more medicine, butless health.

We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values.
We talktoo much, love too seldom and hate too often.
We've leamed howto make a living, but not a life;
we've added yearsto life, notlife to years.

We've been all the way to the moon and back,
but have trouble crossing the street to meet our neighbour.
We've conquered outer space, but notinner space;
we've done larger things, but not better things;
we've splitthe atom, but not our prejudice.
We hawve higherincomes, but lower morale;
we've become long on quantity, but short on quality.

These are the times of tall me, and short character;
steep profits, and shallow relationships.
These are the times of world peace, but domestic violence;
more leisure, but less fun;
more kinds of food, but less nutrition.

These are the days of two incomes, but more divorce;
of fancierhouses, but broken homes.
It isatime when there is so much in the showroom window
and nothing in the stockroom.

(Written by Rev. Bob Moorehead, submitted by Deborah Hall)



