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Minister’s Letter 

Hello again. Last time in Scope, I was focusing on starting a new monthly 
service with a more traditional ‘feel’ to it – at least finding out the demand for 
such a service in the congregation anyway. This time I thought I would go to 
the other end of the musical spectrum – well, one song in particular that I 
can’t get out of my head. I don’t give the lyrics below because they are 
modern. I give the lyrics because they do the kind of spiritual open-heart 
surgery on me that hymns or songs used by the Holy Spirit are supposed to. 
I remember a similar experience in 1999 at a conference while singing 
‘Amazing Grace.’ It’s not a point about one musical style being better than 
another. It’s just that sense of awe when God does something through a 
particular set of words. 

We all know from past experience the feeling of not really being good 
enough to be in a church; the sense that everybody around us is a really 
good Christian; and we are just a really naff one! While lots of people can 
identify with that feeling it’s rare to find a song that so painfully articulates it 
as the one outlined below. 

Ironically, I bought my ticket for Frenzy 07 to hear a group called The 
Newsboys – they were fantastic. But I bought a CD of another group on 
concert line-up called Casting Crowns. 

Is there anyone that fails?/ Is there anyone that falls?/ Am I the 
only one in church today feeling so small?/ Cause when I take a 
look around/ everybody seems so strong/ I know they’ll soon 
discover/ that I don’t belong / So I tuck it all away, l ike everything’s 
okay/ If I make them all believe it, maybe I’ll  believe it too/ So with 
a painted grin, I play the part again/ So everyone will see me the 
way that I see them/ Are we happy plastic people?/ Under shiny 
plastic steeples/ With walls around our weakness/ and smiles to 
hide our pain/ But if the invitation’s open/ to every heart that has 
been broken/ maybe then we close the curtain/ on our stained 
glass masquerade/  

Is there anyone who’s been there?/ Are there any hands to raise?/ 
Am I the only one who’s traded/ in the altar for a stage?/ The 
performance is convincing/ and we know every line by heart/ Only 
when no one is watching/ can we really fall apart/ But would it set 
me free/ if I dared to let you see/ the truth behind the person/ that 
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Revival Meetings  

Fri 27th Jul & 31st Aug at 7:30pm, West St Hall  
Come and join us as we seek the Lord's 
presence through praise and prayer. Tea and 

coffee at the beginning and the end. Details from Paul Toms (670483). 

you imagine me to be?/ Would your arms be open/ or would you 
walk away?/ Would the love of Jesus/ be enough to make you 
stay? 

I know you might think I’m cheating. It’s the minister who is supposed to 
come up with the inspired words of insight for the opening letter; not just give 
you big quotes. But then, what a quote! My job is ultimately to do my best to 
see where God is already speaking profoundly and point you to Him when I 
find Him. The fact is plain: being a church with an evangelical reputation 
means people who come can feel more inhibited about being truly honest 
about who they really are. Ironic isn’t – we may be more free in our 
contemporary musical style but that can end up contrasting with less 
freedom to admit our failures. Yet the lyrics are accurate – the invitation is 
open if you are tired of the masquerade; if you are weary of simply mouthing 
the words you know you are supposed to believe; because Jesus came for 
everyone who fails and falls – even the ones who are supposed to be 
Christians already! It you want to stop being a plastic Christian then, firstly, 
confess it to God, to someone at a service and to your minister. Secondly, 
read Victory Over the Darkness and Bondage Breaker by Neil T. Anderson. 
Thirdly, a release of the Holy Spirit can truly change the things that you have 
struggled with all your life even though you have given up on things ever 
changing. If you’re sti ll  unconvinced, look out for the Freedom In Christ 
course; we’ll be launching it formally in 2008 in our church; with some small 
groups piloting it after this summer. 

Frenzy 07 was a great day, but my one real disappointment was that 
Casting Crowns didn’t sing Stained Glass Masquerade! But then again, I 
need to stayed focused on the spiritual truth; the God who changes things, 
as the lyrics outline above, didn’t fly back across the Atlantic; he stayed right 
here – waiting. 

Yours in Him, Ian Cathcart 
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Age 55 

Children 2 girls: Gillian married to  
Craig, Susan married to 
Justin. 2 grandsons: 
Stuart and Matthew. 

How long at SK 27 years in total although 
10 of those years were 
As an attender. 

Fav  praise 
songs  

Matt Redman’s “Blessed 
Be your Name” and 
Brian Doerkson’s “Faithful One”. 

Fav  food Indian or anything sweet. 

Fav  Holiday 
destination 

Anywhere hot and sunny with long stretches of sandy 
beaches to walk. 

Fav  pastime Walking or going off caravanning with the family. 

Fav  book “The Purpose-Driven Life” which we are studying in our 
housegroup at the moment. 

Fav  film No particular favourite but would choose musicals. 

Inspiring 
scripture 

“Leave all your worries with Him, because he cares for 
you” (1 Peter 5:7). 

Fav  sermon I don’t have a favourite sermon but enjoy the teaching 
most Sundays. 

Other church 
activ ities 

I go along to James McClean’s Bible Study group. I 
really enjoy the teaching and fellowship there. I am on 
the Finance Committee in the Deacon’s Court. I also 
attend the Saturday and Tuesday evening prayer groups 
whenever I can. I, along with Wilma Wilson represent the 
South Church for the Penicuik Committee of the Leprosy 
Mission. 

Getting to know : Liz Murray (Deacon) 
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The Leprosy Mission 

Thanks to all those who supported the Annual Pancake Morning which was 
held recently.  A total of £1,032 (up £32 from last year) was raised.  This 
money will be put towards our target of £2,500 which we hope to raise for 
this year’s special project. 

The Leprosy Mission is a leading international Christian organisation 
founded in 1874, dealing with the detection, treatment, care, rehabilitation 
and re-integration of people and communities affected by leprosy.  It seeks 
to address the loss of dignity that many people affected by leprosy and their 
families have experienced. 

We hope to raise enough funds to train field workers in leprosy and 
disability care for diagnosis and rehabilitation in Darfur in Sudan.  Because 
of the extremely dangerous situation in that part of the world right now, 
many relief agencies have been pulling their aid workers out.  It is therefore 
doubly important to fund local people to carry out this important work. 

Thanks again to all those who continue to support us by their donations and 
to hold us in their prayers. 

Wilma  and Liz 

Coffee 

For some of our members, coffee after church is very late (and close to 
meal time!). It is also particularly difficult for those who have youngsters in 
Sunday Club. They would value the opportunity to chat over a cup of coffee 
before the morning service starts. 

So, over July and August, coffee is going to be available before the 
morning service, from 10:30am onwards. Don’t worry, coffee will still  be 
available after the services too! 

Please consider signing up to a slot on the coffee rota in the fellowship 
area. Thanks.  

Prayer for SK That we continue to ‘Gather and Grow’ non-Christian 
family and friends to our church and that every church 
member feels truly blessed and part of the church family 
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Nexus Scotland 2007: A Dynamic 
New Christian Event  

23-25 August Scottish Exhibition & 
Conference Centre  

NEXUS Scotland 2007 is a new event for 
Scotland organized by a partnership 
between Scottish Christian Resources 
Exhibition and Clyde Presbyteries. Both 
have experience of putting on successful large scale events. 

The purpose for NEXUS Scotland 2007 is to provide a time and space for 
church members and leaders of all denominations to be inspired and 
resourced in their faith, ministry and mission. 

To achieve this end, NEXUS Scotland 2007 will take over Hall 3 of the 
SECC for three days to provide a huge exhibition fi lled with over 150 
exhibitors providing a vast range of resources. There will also be over 50 
‘local stories’ from churches with plenty ‘chat’ time. 

NEXUS Scotland 2007 will be themed in two ways. Firstly the hall itself is 
built around three themes: 

· Reach UP – the emphasis on our relationship with God 

· Reach IN – the emphasis on equipping members for service 

· Reach OUT – the emphasis on social action and mission 

Additionally NEXUS Scotland 2007 will have a different focus for each day. 
Thursday will focus on Church Without Walls, Friday on Education and 
Saturday will focus on Youth. These different themes will be represented in 
the seminar programme for each day giving visitors an opportunity to hear 
from people who are actually doing what many churches aspire to do. 

On Saturday, the Clyde Auditorium will host a children’s event  (P1– P7) 
called Fandabidozzie with music, dancing and lots of noise led by Duggie 
Dug Dug from Children’s Ministry!  And then in the evening Nexus will close 
with a powerful time of worship led by local musicians. 

Leaflets at the church door. Want to go – sign up at church door. If there’s 
enough we will get a bus (for the Saturday). 

Ian Cathcart 
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Prophetic Vision For Great Britain (Given July 2005 ) 
(Continued from June 2007 Scope Issue) 

(I’ve decided to let you have the rest of this prophecy all at once rather than 
make you wait 2 months for its conclusion! It’s a sobering message. Ed) 

And the Lord said – “Bring back My glory – Bring back My glory that your 
nation may once more walk in the glory of its destiny – and the Church may 
show forth My glory” – And the Lord showed me a huge flourishing green 
tree that was planted in the European mainland – its huge trunk seemed to 
be planted in Brussels and the foliage had grown so dense that the trees, 
branches and foliage had grown over the English channel and covered 
Britain in a great dark shadow and thousands of smaller offshoots and 
branches had taken deep root in Great Britain – and I saw the roots tangled 
and grown into London and then through the British Isles up all the way to 
Scotland. 

The Lord said – “These are the deep roots of secularism and humanism that 
have taken deep root in this nation – these are the roots that are eroding this 
nation’s faith! – And I saw thousands upon thousands of people bowing in 
obedience to this tree and the roots were tightly twisted around their ankles – 
but they seemed totally unaware of this – that they were bound – and so 
they rejected the faith of their fathers – and I saw a great scoffing and a 
great decline in the traditions and the foundations of the past – and this 
mass of people was divided into two camps – the first huge mass of people 
whose ankles were bound by the gnarling roots of the green tree from 
Europe were younger and seemed more modern in their approach – and I 
saw written over their head – ‘UNBELIEF’ – ‘CYNICISM’ – ‘HUMANISM’ – 
and the foliage and green leaves seemed to shadow their heads – and I 
sensed that they were being attacked at a cerebral level. 

But the second group seemed to be those whose roots and foundations 
were from the established traditional denominations of Britain – yet they 
were just as affected as this first group – but I saw written over their head – 
‘PRIDE’ – ‘SKEPTICISM’ – ‘CLOSED MINDEDNESS’ and I sensed that the 
roots around their ankles had bound them in a different manner – that even if 
they heard the call of the Spirit in these days that the spiritual forces had 
them so bound that they could not move with the tide and the times of God – 
and I saw the green foliage literally cover and shadow their foreheads and 
eyes and I saw the word blinding. 

And I said to the Lord, “Father – what does this mean?” And He said – “The 
spirits that led Europe into post Christian decline – have invaded Great 
Britain over these past decades – and have infi ltrated and overshadowed the 
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nation with the same humanism and paganism and secularism – and yet 
Britain is sti ll so blinded by her roots and her foundations that she is sti ll 
declaring herself a Christian nation” – but the Lord says – “That she has 
been shackled by the enemy.” And I said “Lord what can break the 
shackles?” 

And the Lord spoke and said “The prayers and fervent supplications of my 
saints in Great Britain – the repentance for the sins of commission and 
omission on behalf of the governments of Great Britain – on behalf of the 
people of Great Britain.” Then I asked the Lord about the Church – and He 
showed me thousands of people all belonging to different denominations 
with divisions and literally multitudes of OPINION – and somehow it seemed 
that the people’s opinion was all more important in their eyes than God’s 
opinion and I heard Him say: “Until their opinions become My opinion the 
Church will continue to be divided among itself and be weak and underfed 
and lack the true POWER of GOD – Oh yes,” says the Lord – “There are 
many meetings – there are many committees – there are many opinions – 
opinions – but it is not the opinion and the thoughts of men’s hearts that will 
change the destiny of Great Britain – but the opinion and the thoughts and 
intents of the word of the Living God – Humble yourselves – Humble 
yourselves and put aside your opinions and press into me the Living God for 
a living Word” – And the Lord said – “A humble and penitent heart I wil l not 
despise” – and I saw the words written – ‘DIVISIONS AND FACTIONS’. 

Then as people dropped to their knees all over Britain from every walk of life 
and denomination – the lion started to change – and He grew strong and 
sleek and his roar grew stronger. And I saw written in the spirit – “Create in 
me a clean heart O God – and renew a right spirit within me”. And as the 
people started to seek the face of the Lord I saw the word ‘COURAGE’ – 
and I knew that in the spirit realm that Great Britain had been endowed from 
the beginning of time with the mantle ‘COURAGE’ – and the Lord said 
‘LIONHEART’. 

And God said Britain has yet to move into her end time destiny in the 
nations - And I saw again in great letters – the words – “THE GLORY HAS 
DEPARTED FROM THE LION – BUT THE GLORY OF THE LORD OF 
HOSTS SHALL RETURN”. And the lion’s roar by now had gained strength. 

And then the Lord said – “Manchester – Newcastle – then Birmingham – 
London – Edinburgh - Glasgow – Southampton – Bournemouth.” And I 
heard Him say “Airports” – not airlines but airports – “Malls – shopping 
centres” – that He was urging the saints to pray a higher protection over 
these places and over these things – and I felt Him go back once again to 
around Manchester – again I do not understand why. And then he started to 
speak of Great Britain’s destiny… 
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(Continued from page 9) 

“Oh Great Britain, Great Britain – Isle of walls and of fortresses – I tell you 
that even as the glory of the Lord has departed from the Lion – so the glory 
of the Lion of Judah shall return – and My glory shall rest upon the Lion and 
the Lion once again shall open its mouth and its roar shall be heard again 
among the nations of this earth. 

“For even as in times past, the Lion whelped many, many cubs and sent its 
missionaries even to the uttermost parts of the earth, so I tell you that the 
glory of these latter days shall be greater than that of the former – and even 
though in centuries past – so I sent missionaries out from this nation even to 
Africa, to India, to China and beyond – so I tell you, beloved, that in the 
decades to come,  a great mobilising of My called out ones shall occur - of 
men and women and boys and girls from these shores – those who even 
slumber at this time shall start to arise,” says the Lord. 

“For even as many of My children – even as much of My Church in Great 
Britain slumbers even this day – so I declare that I am about to blow the 
trumpet,” says the Lord, “Yes – I, the Lord God of Hosts am about to blow 
the trumpet in Zion – and it shall resound with a mighty roar from the 
heavens – and My glory shall start to fall – and My Church and My called 
out ones shall rouse themselves from their stupor and from their slumber,” 
says the Lord. 

“For even now – I have heard the prayers of My people – Even now – 
although it be but a remnant – I have heard the prayers of the watchmen on 
the walls of Great Britain – the watchmen who neither slumber nor sleep – 
and even as they have cried out to me in the midnight hour for Britain to 
heed My voice and to seek My face – so I tell you My children – that the day 
of the Lord is appearing  – 

And they shall rise from the East and from the West of this Isle – they shall 
rise from the Southernmost tip to the North – and Scotland – yes Scotland,” 
says the Lord. 

“Yes – My burning fire shall be ignited in the furthermost parts of the North – 
and My glory shall l ight a flame,” says the Lord, “that shall sweep across  
divides and denominations –  and the Pentecostals and the Evangelicals 
and the Anglicans, the Methodists, the Catholics and all who revere My 
Name and the sacrifice of My Son shall unite with one heart and as one 
body – and that flame shall be seen across this land – and the cities and the 
vil lages of this nation shall start to burn with the fervency and the hunger of 
the Living God. For even as My Church has been bound by the shackles of 
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compromise and passivity – I tell you that in this coming day and in this 
coming hour – My firebrands shall start to rise.” 

“And like Wilberforce – My apostolic voices shall rise in the Houses of 
Parliament – they shall arise in London – they shall arise in Edinburgh – they 
shall arise in the North of England – and even as the unions had a voice in 
past years that was strident and rose above the crowds and became the 
voice of the masses – so in like manner shall My Church’s voice start to be 
heard in a manner far above and beyond this present days. 

“And so I shall raise My apostles – and they shall stand at the city gates and 
the gates of trading – and they shall stand in the government – and they 
shall stand in the media – and in the banking institutions and in businesse s – 
and they shall stand in the clergy of this nation. And I shall raise up My 
prophets – and they shall rise – and their faces will be as flint – and even as 
John Knox’s voice rang out above Scotland – I tell you that My prophet’s 
voices shall start to rise in this nation – and I call My intercessors – I call My 
intercessors – Pray, Pray – do not desist from your prayers – for even that 
which you have perceived in your spirits and that which you have yearned 
for – it is almost upon you. 

“For surely the day of the missionaries dawns once more upon these 
shores – 

For surely the day of the Gospel going forth to the uttermost parts of the 
earth dawns once more upon these shores. And as My fire starts to fall 
across Great Britain – I tell you that the men, the women, boys and girls – 
shall feel the call to leave theses Isles and to travel to the continents of the 
earth to preach My Gospel – And a mighty flood of evangelists – a mighty 
throng of missionaries shall leave this nation – and I shall thrust them into 
the four corners of the earth – and they shall go to Japan – and they shall go 
to Beijing – and they shall go to Africa – East and West – and they shall go 
to Europe – and to the Middle East – and I shall spread them as a net over 
the continent of Asia. 

“And I shall open doors to My Gospel that have previously been shut – Even 
the doors of iron and of brass shall be opened unto the missionaries from 
the British Isles – Vietnam – North Korea and beyond. And there shall be a 
great flood and a torrent of My Gospel that shall once more go forth from this 
land – And I shall send Bibles from this land – and I shall send resources – 
resources – resources from Great Britain – that will feed – that will clothe – 
that will build – that will teach – that will establish My Gospel in the four 
corners of the earth. For this is the destiny of this land in latter days,” says 
the Lord – “To resource – to nurture – to establish – to preach My Gospel. 
And even as in past days – this Empire was established – so I tell you that in 
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(Continued from page 11) 

this coming day and this coming hour it shall be the Empire of the Great 
King of Heaven that shall be established. 

“And there has yet to rise from these shores one who has a rod of iron – in 
the decades to come – you shall yet see one rise who has My government 
upon his shoulders – and he shall rise in the government – and he shall rise 
in this nation and he shall rule with a rod of iron,” says the Lord. “And he will 
come at such a time when Great Britain is faltering – and I shall do this 
because of the prayers of My people – For there shall be a great swarm that 
shall rise against these Isles in the decades to come – A great swarm as an 
army will arise across the waters around this nation – but this man with the 
rod of iron shall stand firm – And the nation shall take courage – and the 
lionheart of Britain shall arise as one – and the great swarm shall turn back 
and even in an instant – be stopped in their tracks,”  says the Lord. 

“And there will be a great joining of the Lion and the Eagle – and even as 
the voices in the streets and the byways – the murmuring, the complaining 
of any alliance between the United States and Britain – so I tell you that 
these voices neither discern the times nor the purposes of the Living God – 
For even as the Eagle came to the Lion’s aid in times gone by – so I tell you 
that in this coming season – once again this alliance between the Lion and 
the Eagle shall be forged and the forge shall not be broken,” says the 
Lord, – “because it is destined by Heaven. 

“And a great wave of prayer shall rise up from the East Coast of America 
through the heartland to the West – and that wave of prayer and 
intercession shall wash across Britain as a fiercely burning flame – and shall 
cleanse and protect – but in the years ahead – so the prayers of the saints 
in Britain shall rise and like a wave they shall spread across America – and 
preserve and protect – and a great joining shall occur and this joining shall 
not be the joining of man,” says the Lord “but the joining of Almighty God.” 

“And this nation shall return to its Christian roots – It shall RETURN to its 
Christian roots – and the glory of the Lion of Judah shall once more return 
and rest upon the Lion. 

“IF my people repent of the sins of this nation and humble themselves and 
pray.” 

 

(Reprinted with kind permission from the publishers, Warboys Ltd. Written 
by Wendy Alec, www.unknownprophet.com.) 
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Singing Through the Night — Report 

It was an honour for South Church to be invited to host a visit from Anneke 
Companjen of Open Doors last month!  Anneke, wife of Johann Companjen, 
President of Open Doors International was planning an 8 day UK tour to 
publicise her latest book, “Singing through the Night” with accounts of the 
enduring faith of the women of the persecuted church. Her trip started with a 
visit to Belfast and finished up in London, taking in Penicuik on the way, 
traversing over 1000 miles!  

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way to support Anneke and to 
ensure the success of her Scottish visit.  The meeting was well attended by 
Open Doors supporters from Edinburgh, Peebles, Dalkeith and surrounding 
areas, as well as by members of our own congregation and proved a most 
inspiring and challenging occasion. We heard about Christians who are 
persecuted for believing in and obeying Christ, faithfully persevering in 
worship and outreach, despite the opposition they encounter. One 
courageous lady testifies to ‘singing through the night’, like  Paul and Silas in 
the Philippian jail, hence the title of the book.  “Singing Through the Night” is 
available from Wesley Owen Bookshop and is an encouragement to our own 
faith in Christ.   

Denise Halcrow 

Traditional Services 

These are being held at 3pm on the last Sunday of 
the month. Please note however that there will be 
no services of this type in July or August. They will 
resume in September. 

Elders visits  

Please note that if people have not yet had a visit and are concerned about 
what's happening they should contact Joan (674276) who can at least let 
them know who should be visiting them. It has been difficult for a variety of 
people because of either holidays or work commitments. 
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Love Russia Trip 

Not long to go now! We’ve been slowly gathering a gigantic list of things 
we’ve been asked to take out for the children in the orphanage for the 
summer camp week, so there’ll not be much room left to take anything for 
us! We’d really appreciate your prayers for the week. We leave Edinburgh 
on Friday 20th July  to go to London, then meet up with everyone else at 
7am at Heathrow Airport on Saturday 21st . Our flight will leave around 9am 
to go to Moscow and from there everyone will split up to travel in different 
buses to go to the various camps. Our bus journey should take 
approximately 4 hours, or maybe more, depending on how many times the 
bus breaks down!   

Once at the orphanage, our daily programme will run something like this: 

· 7am             Wake up  

· 8am             Team morning meeting (planning for day & prayers) 

· 8.30am         Breakfast 

· 9am             Children have breakfast and team set up for morning.  
                    (Sadly, children are not allowed to eat there until all    
                    adults have eaten) 

· 10am           Everyone to hall for meeting 

· 10.30am       Activity groups – crafts/computing etc 

· 1pm             Lunch 

· 1.30pm         Siesta! 

· 3pm             Tea and set up for afternoon activities 

· 4pm             Afternoon activities (sports/games/English lessons etc) 

· 6pm             Supper 

· 7.30pm         Quiet games and chill out in main hall 

· 8.30pm         Bedtime story (puppets / drama etc) & children go to bed 

· 9pm             Clear up 

· 10pm           Team evening meeting and relaxation 

· 11pm           Bed or play team basketball! 

· 12 midnight Lights out 

Our week-long programme will run something like this: 
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· That the visas will all get sorted. It’s all in the hands of Love Russia 
who have to apply on everyone’s behalf. Have heard nothing yet & 
there’s only 4 weeks to go. 

· That the travel will be OK. 

· For endless energy. 

· That we’ll be able to communicate the love of Jesus to the kids and 
staff of the orphanage despite the language difficulties. 

· Wisdom to know what to do with the bullying that goes on. 

· For excellent team working. 

· God’s protection on all the team in terms of health, everything at 
home being OK etc. 

· That Andrew will be able to get a guitar out without any problems (in 
terms of excess baggage etc) which will be left there for the kids. 

· Please pray for team members who’ll finish this camp and then go on 
to do another in Russia straight from that one. 

· Safe journey back for everyone. 

Saturday: Travel all day. 
Sunday:  Decorate hall/set up/team bonding/meet the children. 
Monday:  Theme is Super Hero Samuel from 1 Samuel 3:1-21. 
Tuesday:  Super Hero Lunch Boy (Loaves & Fishes) John 6:1-12. 
Wednesday:  Super Hero David – 1 Samuel 17:12-50. 
Thursday:  Super Hero Servant Girl (Naaman’s servant) 2 Kings 5:1-27. 
Friday:  Super Hero King Josiah – 2 Chronicles 34:1-33 & also final day 
concert where the children will show what they’ve done in the week – Super 
Hero Miriam – Exodus 2:1-10.  Leaders also to do their party piece!  Pray 
for us as we attempt to teach some Scottish dance or other! 
Friday evening:  Say goodbyes to children. 
Saturday:  Depart – children all receive a party bag as team get on bus.  
Back to Moscow on bus – 4 hour sightseeing trip round Moscow before 
getting back on plane.  Apparently a bit of a weird experience (according to 
those who went last year) as everyone’s shattered and it seems a bit of a 
sharp contrast to what’s happened in the week but nonetheless, probably 
good to see a little bit of Moscow seeing we’ve gone that far! 

We value your prayers as the body of Christ in this work. Please pray: 
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(Continued from page 15) 

Than k you again to 
everyone at church for your 
support with this whole 
project.  We look forward to 
sharing what God does in 
and through it all. Hope 
everyone has a great 
summer! 

Ann & Andrew Dunsire 

Two letters from Love 
Russia thanking the 
church for the money 
raised and donated. 
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Sat 1st Sep (Doors open 12 noon)  
Edinburgh International Conference Centre 

Afternoon Adult Session 2pm—5pm  £17.50 

An engaging programme of worship and teaching in the Pentland 
Auditorium, EICC. John Ortberg, best-sell ing author (‘Everyone’s Normal 
Till You Get To Know Them’, ‘God Is Closer Than you Think’ & ‘The Life 
You’ve Always Wanted’), with humour and insight will speak on ‘The King 
Has One More Move’ in the afternoon session. Kingsway Worship Leaders 
Andy Bromley and Andrew Mitchell will lead us in a passionate outpouring 
of praise. 

Afternoon Children’s Session (Strictly for 3—12 yea rs) 2pm—5pm £10 

The fantastic Cromdale Hall, with it’s sparkling star-clothed walls, plays 
host to the incredible children’s ministry carnival. Led by the Go Global 
Entertainment Team, from Nashville, your children will be party to a feast 
of fun and fellowship, worship, drama, multimedia, games and much more. 
(snack included to keep us bouncing). Parents are asked to make 
alternative arrangements for children under 3 years on event day. 

Ev ening Session (Adults Only) 7pm—10pm £17.50  

In the Pentland Auditorium, John Ortberg will be speaking on ‘It All Goes 
Back In The Box’. We're also delighted to welcome Nancy Ortberg 
speaking on ‘More Than I Imagined: Meeting God Again For The First  
Time’. Like her husband, Nancy was a Teaching Pastor at Willow Creek 
Community Church in Illinois and is now a popular speaker. Worship will 
be lead by Kingsway's Andrew Mitchell and the Friday Street Band.  

Combined Ticket price for an all-day adult ticket £25. Tickets can be 
bought (via PayPal) at www.awakening.uk.co. If there is enough interest, a 
bus may be viable. If you are going, please sign up at the church door. 
This will signify that you are getting your own ticket and would be 
interested in a church bus if one was going. Signing at the door does NOT 
mean a ticket will be bought for you. It only signifies if it is worth while 
hiring a bus! 

Ian Cathcart 
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Penicuik on Parade – the highs and lows 

Thursday ev ening (late): Half a dozen middle aged ladies enthusiastically 
painting, gluing, cutting while drinking gallons of tea/coffee … props for the 
float progressing according to plan. 

Thursday ev ening (even later): Deep gloom: the promised marquee for 
the event in the park is not available! 

Friday: All smiles again – our own BB marquee located, and there is the 
offer of help to erect it. 

Saturday, 9.30am: More gloom – crossed wires mean that the expected 
help is not available … can four of us put up the marquee? 

Saturday 10.00am: … No we can’t ! 

Saturday 10.30am: All smiles again – thanks to the Rotary Club, the 
marquee is now safely up …. thank you, guys! And the sun’s now shining. 
Now we can get on with fetching the display boards, setting up games for 
the children, and all the other things. 

Meanwhile: At Loanstone, the “float” (thank you, Stephen and Lorna 
Robertson for lending your pick up, and driving it) is progressing nicely – 
amazingly, the pieces all seem to fit together.  

12.30pm: At the park there’s a frenzy of putting up banners (thanks to 
Andrew and Lindsay), setting up the laptop and the sound system, folding 
fliers to hand out, fi lling balloons and so on. Thanks to the folks f rom the fun 
fair for lending their generator again! 

At Eastfield the float is ready and there’s a good crowd of children, adults 
and puppets ready to take part in the parade. 

1.30pm: The first floats are arriving at the park (ours, right in the middle of 
the parade, is somewhat later – no prize this year, but great fun and a good 
advert about who we are and what we do).  

In the course of the afternoon, we have a chat with lots of people (the free 
tea and buns go down very well), give away lots of fl iers, and several adults 
are very wet and cold having had wet sponges thrown at them by a host of 
delighted children (thank you Ian, Johnnie and Lindsay). Good to have a 
couple of folks from the North Kirk on board with us this year. 

3.45pm: For the first time ever, we are allowed to use Radio Lollipop’s stage 
as Ian addresses a few words to the crowds, by now thinking it’s time to go 
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South Kirk Minibus Project: Auction Sale 

Sat 1st Sep 

Please consider committing yourself to this worthwhile cause. The proceeds 
will be split between the Minibus Project and TearFund. In the vestibules 
are sign-up sheets for the various areas we will require help in. 

Katrina McDonald, Lynne Turnbull, Mary Hadwen 

Church Picnic  

Sat 18th Aug at Yellowcraigs 

For all the congregation! Watch out for more details. 

Kirk Session 

Tues 10th July at 7:15pm 

home. They leave to the strains of Robin Mark and  songs such as “In Christ 
alone” and “Guide me O Thou great Jehovah” blasting out from the sound 
system across the whole park. 

By 4.30pm: Everything has been returned to the church hall (or wherever it 
came from) and, thanks again to the folks from the Rotary, the marquee is 
down and neatly folded up. 

And the bonus: After years of asking, at long last the promise that next year 
we can have a 10 minute slot on the stage, not at the end of the day when 
everyone is heading home, but in the middle of the afternoon, between the 
dancing and the gymnastics.  

We give thanks for the way the day worked out this year, and ask for your 
prayers as we seek how best to use the slot we are allocated next year. 

Thanks to all who took part in any way – if you didn’t, why not put the date in 
your diary now and join in next year. (the last Saturday of May – all ideas 
welcome.) 

Joan, Sheila and co. 
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“The Worth of the Work” — A Review from Paul Hayes 

“The Worth of the Work” is the title of the postscript in “The Mind of the 
Maker” by Dorothy L Sayers (the creator of the detective Lord Peter 
Winsey). The introduction describes this classic as “by turns an entrancing 
meditation on language; a piercing commentary on the nature of art and 
why so much of what we read, hear, and see falls short; and a bril liant 
examination of the fundamental tenets of Christianity”. “She examines any 
such ideas as the image of God, the Trinity, free will, and evil, and in these 
pages a wholly revitalized understanding of them emerges.” 

Her analogue for the Trinity is the writer with the idea, the written work and 
the effect as a read work or a performed play – Idea, Energy and Power. 

I took a lot from this when I first read it. I think I must have completely 
missed the extraordinary conclusion that she reaches. This has a lot to say 
about our individual calling as Christians in our ordinary day to day lives 
wherever we are called to serve. 

There were so many really valuable things that I got out of it when I 
revisited it that I realised how valuable a good library can be with the ability 
to go back to really good books.  

But what I missed was the application of her theological pictures to the 
circumstances of every day life and the issues of the day, issues just a s 
pressing and real now. 

The writer points to how as creative beings, we show the divine creative 
pattern in our work and how distortion creeps in. If our idea is diffuse we 
have weakness in the Father side of our creativity. Every failure in form and 
expression of our work is a failure in the Son side of our expression. The 
Son is the expression of the Father in time and space and the Energy 
provides expression to the Idea. The fullest expression of the Idea will be 
fully at home with the materials in which it is expressed be it a cake, a piece 
of software, a lesson or a garden full of flowers.  

Failure in the Holy Spirit – the Power, is a failure in the wisdom of heart and 
bowels, without inspiration and sympathy. And powerful evidence is a loss 
of the self critical facil ity, a complacency and lack of awareness of the 
deadness of the work. 

What I think I completely missed in my first reading of the book was the 
jump to discussing problems. The writer introduces the chapter like this: 

“Now, how does all this concern the common man? It has become 



21 

abundantly clear of late years that something has gone seriously wrong with 
our conception of humanity’s proper attitude to the universe. We have begun 
to suspect that the purely analytical approach to phenomena is leading us 
only further and further into the abyss of disintegration and randomness, and 
it is becoming urgently necessary to construct a synthesis of life. It is dimly 
apprehended that the creative artist does, somehow or other, specialize in 
construction, and also that the Christian religion does, in some way that is 
not altogether clear to us, claim to bring us into a right relationship with God 
whose attribute is creativeness.” 

She points out that the average man is far away from the picture of the 
leisured creative artist and feels far away from the mastery of his l ife (the 
creative material at his disposal) but subject to a series of problems of 
extreme difficulty to which the response of this age is the continuing attempt 
at mastery with scientific knowledge and all forms of power – political, 
mechanical, electrical, nuclear and natural. We seek to dominate our 
creative material - our life, and its perceived problems, rather than ‘to co-
operate with it in love’. We have a pre-occupation with solutions, magic 
bullets, right answers – to crosswords, Su Doku, detective novels, disease, 
economic problems such as unemployment and on and on.  

Life is a creative act. When we work in love with the life we are given then 
we open ourselves to an approach which is in agreement with the very 
nature of the maker of the Universe. When we live, lead or govern in any 
other way we bring in destructive tensions that weaken and deaden the best 
we do which may have an outward form but completely lack any 
transforming life giving energy. 

The particular problem of everyday relevance she addresses is the problem 
of unemployment. “Have we perhaps so far failed to solve it because of the 
terms in which we have chosen to set it? In the terms in which it is set, it is 
an economic problem, concerned with such matters as the proper balance 
between Labour and Capital, Hours and Wages, Property and Financial 
Returns. When tackled along these lines, it disconcerts us by producing as 
offshoots all manner of contradictory questions, such as: Should wages be 
adjusted to the time worked, or to the amount and quality of the work done, 
or to the needs of the worker.” Constructed like this we appear not able to 
consider the Work itself – whether it is worth doing or not, or whether the 
workman is to find satisfaction in doing the work. “Should a man work in 
order to get enough money to enable him to cease from working, or should 
he desire only such payment as will enable him to live to carry on his work?” 
She says we can begin to suspect that the “problem of Unemployment is not 
soluble on the terms in which it is set; and that what we ought to be asking is 
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(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. 

(Continued from page 21) 

a totally different set of questions about Work and Money.” 

“When we have ceased to think of work and money in the purely economic 
terms implied by “The problem of Unemployment” then we are on our way to 
thinking about creative citizenship, for we shall be beginning to make 
something with minds – instead of “solving a problem,” we shall be creating 
a new way of life”. The Pharisees approached Jesus with religious problems 
in a similar way – “whose shall she be in the resurrection for the seven had 
her as a wife”. Jesus showed them that they had to completely reframe their 
question and the “solution” had to be brought in from above. 

The postscript on the ‘Worth of Work’ then puts forward real challenges. Full 
production, it has been concluded, is only possible if products are given 
away. And the problem of unemployment can only be solved if, excepting 
the wholesale destruction of products in war, they are distributed among 
one’s own citizens according to need and not money-demand and the 
exchange between nations of excesse s rather than sell ing at a profit. The 
social economists the writer draws on conclude that this calls on a Christian 
love of one’s neighbour. It is no coincidence that these are the values of the 
early church. She also says “But it also calls for a no less truly Christian love 
of work, and for a kind of work that shall be lovable by the Christian soul. 
Profit, and indeed all remuneration beyond the subsistence that enables a 
man to go on working, is desired because it offers an escape from work into 
activities more congenial and more generally admired”. 

The writer concludes “We cannot deal with industrialism or unemployment 
unless we lift work out of the economic, political and social spheres and 
consider it also in terms of the work’s worth and the love of the work, as 
being in itself a sacrament and manifestation of man’s creative energy.” 

We have also been considering in our services the sacred – secular divide 
between worship at church and in our fellowship groups and our daily 
working and serving lives at home and our places of work. We have a 
witness to bear in transforming service in the circumstances we are called 
and a calling to transform the circumstances in which we live to build the 
Kingdom where work is truly sacramental in values and expression and the 
economics are those of need. 
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Note:  Front cover courtesy of Andrew Dunsire. 

The Elephants of Phuket 

No one is insignificant in the eyes of the Creator, and what He makes, He 
cherishes. Consider the elephants of the Pavilion Hotel in Phuket, Thailand, 
where one of the most popular attractions is the elephant rides. As many as 
eight tourists ride on one elephant. The elephants take them first into the 
surrounding forest, then down to the beautiful beach, then stop for lunch at 
a freshwater lagoon, then finally back to the hotel. 

"Our nine elephants" writes Pavilion Hotel Group Manager Jim France, "are 
kept chained to in-ground posts, not because they need to be, but because 
it makes the tourists feel better because their children then feel safe from 
being trampled when they're feeding the beasts.  

About twenty minutes before the first wave of the recent Tsunami hit, our 
elephants became extremely agitated and unruly. Four of the elephants had 
just returned from a trip and their handlers had not yet chained them. In a 
desperate panic, the four unchained elephants helped the other five 
elephants tear free from their chains. Then they all climbed a hill and started 
bellowing. Many people followed them up the hil l. 

Then the waves hit. As soon as the waves sub sided, the elephants charged 
back down from the hill and started picking up children with their trunks and 
running them up the hill. When they had taken all the children to safety, the 
elephants began helping the adults. 

God's elephants rescued forty-two people that day. Then they returned to 
the beach and carried four people who had been killed by the waves; one of 
which was a child. Not until the task was done did they allow their handlers 
to mount them. Then, with handlers atop, they began moving the wreckage." 

St Thomas Aquinas College Chronicle, Tynong, Victoria, Australia 

(Submitted by Mairi Tulloch) 

Thanks 

Thanks for all your concern and prayers, flowers and cards for me on 
account of my recent operation. 

Caroline Toms 
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