


Minister’s Letter

| know it's way too late, but let me start nonetheless by saying, | hope you
have a really good New Year.

On this Friday, 1 of February (9.00pm on
BBC2), they start showing the four part
series called “The Choir — Boys Don't Sing.”
This is a sequel to the 2007 BAFT A—award
winning series called (surprise, surprise)
“The Choir.”

The ever-patient choirmaster is once again
Gareth Malone and it you watched the first
series you'll know just how ever-patient he
had to be and now has to be! This new series follows him start a choir in
Lancaster School, a large comprehensive in Leicester. The aim is to take a
100-strong group of boys to the stage of London’s Royal Albert Hall for a
vocal performance.

The problem is, as you all know, singing in a chairis, well let’s face it, for
gils! It's si ssy-stuff, right!

The schoal, like countless others throughout England and Scotland, gave up
singing at assemliesin the 1970s. Was singing worth all the hassle teachers
asked themsevles way back in those sartorially challenged times when so
many other things needed attending to? The resounding answer came loud
and clear: NO. So nowadays virtually no school will sing at assemblies.

The programme shows very well the spectrum of responses to Mr Malone’s
attempts to reintroduce singing back into the assemblies. The range goes
from disdainful disinterest to loud vocal non-melodic hostility. The irony
however is plain: there is also real singing talent in this reluctant educational
establishment. One fourteen year old has a temendous voice but peer
pressure means it's horrendously difficult for that raw singing ability to
blossom without a whole lot of attititude as well — from the good singer
himself!!

Not only can you not put a young head on old shoulders, it appears you
can’'t put a good voice into teenage lungs either. At least, not one that is
willing to sing. It'sreally easy to spot.

Have you ever noticed, however, how really easy it is to observe peer
pressure — in others! Usually because of personal expetrience, we all
recognise that teenage era from our own pain-filled time. It should be
remembered many people have great teenage years. Yet for most it seems



to be a very difficult and very prolonged process to leave childhood behind
and enter the stage of ‘not-quite-adulthood-yet.” Being a teenager just
seems to be very tough. The need to ‘fitin’ to the crowd is immense and
very hard to fight.

It's at thistime that we quickly learn what passe s for enough Chiristian faith
to get by, navigating the expectations of parents on Sunday and fiends on
weekdays. And learing to be what's required on Saturdays depending if it
was a friend’s day or a family day.

Normal people don't need to have some tragic and awful upbringing with a
drunken father and a co-dependant mother to have some quirks by the time
you reach adulthood and maturity. | do realise some people reach one with
out ever getting to the other! It turns out ‘normal’ people are anything but
normal. What is normal anyway? Generally nowadays ‘normal’ is just a
setting on most people’s washing machine. As the book title says, ‘People
are only normal untl you getto knowthem.’

All of us have issues from childhood and growing up that shape usinto who
we are today; let alone the tough timesin adult life as well. What do you still
do, not because you need to fit in anymore but just because fitting in
became the way we approach things? Jesus came to give us not just
forgiveness but life and life in all it’s fullness. (You're right that was Session
2 in the ‘Freedom in Chiist’ course). What makes your life less than what
God intended it to be?

Maybe this spring, the services, the small groups or the books you read can
bring you doser to ditching the peer pressure we can still be living with —
even when we’ve moved on from our teeenage peers. Please let me know.
Maybe then we can all follow the Psalms example and sing a new song to
the Lord together.

Yoursin Him, lan Cathcart

Parish News

Jean Christie died on 15th December 2007. We remember her life and
pray for her family at this time.

Philip Jones died on 12th January 2008. Our thoughts and prayers are
with his wife, Joan and daughter, Tina and also the rest of the family. A
thanksgiving service was held on Wed 23rd Jan at North Church.

Isaac, son of Haysel and Joan Riba-Segueswas dedicated on Sun 20h
Jan. We pray every blessing on the family for the future.



News from the Kirk Session

In case you missed the occasion, the Session added two new elders to its
number — Kate & Johnnie Humphrey — at the end of Octaber, when they
were ordained and admitted as elders of our congregation duting morning
service. | also need to update you on a special meeting we had with
Howgate Session at the beginning of November, to try to agree times of
morning services so that lan has a bit more space before arriving at the
South Church. Howgate very genemusly agreed to meet half-an-hour eatier
(at 9.30 am) so that we could start on time at 11.15 am. This new schedule
will be in place by the time you read this — let’s hope that the change is
already obvious!

We had so much business in December that we had to havwe an extra
meeting before Chiistmasto get through it all. We started with a good report
from two of the four children in the congregation who had attended the
Church of Scotland’s Children’s Assembly —for children in P6 &7 — earlier in
2007. This had deatdy been both fun and informative, and they brought back
a perspective on our own congregational life that was both encouraging and
challenging. We had not realised, for example, how the current pattern of
morning Communion and S Club times means that children are effectively
excluded fom Communion, which has never been our intention.

We then had some discussions over the changes in arrangements for
pastoral care within the Session and throughout the congregation, now that
Joanis no longer our Pastoral Assistant, and you should know by now that
information and requests for visits etc. should be sent to lan via Gill
Mackintosh.

One of the activities we also had to deal with was a discussion document
from the Church of Scottand Panel on Review and Reform, on the role of
Quinquennial (5-yeally) visits by members of the Presbytery to
congregations. We though that these visits could be very positive and
helpful, but needed to be done propery, with appropriate training for the
visitors, and with follow-up. We also thought that the idea of fomulating a
Strategic Plan for the congregation was something that we would back, and
something that such visits could help with. These comments have been fed
back to the Panel as part of the input from Kirk Sessions across the land.
We also discussed how to let new members know about how we work as a
congregation, and how we fitinto the Church of Scotland’s structures.

The final business of the year was to appoint a successor to me as Session
Clerk — my 5 years came to an end in October, and it has been an



‘interesting’ petiod in which to fill this particular role in the life of the
congregation. | thank you all for your support and prayers throughout that
time. Youll be pleased to know that the Session decdided unanimously to
invite Joyce Madean back on to the Session — she has been an elder for
many years but has not been active as a member of Session —and she has
agreed to take on the role of Session Clerk from February.

So may | wish you all every blessing for 2008, with my hope that the New
Year will biing you ever doser to Jesus and able to share his love with
those around you.

Neil Cape

Thank You

On behalf of the congregation, thank you Neil for all the work you have put
in as Session Clerk and also for keeping Scope readers informed of the
matters being discussed in the Kirk Session. (Ed)

News from the Deacon’s Court

It was decided to advertise for someone to take up the job of Hall Keeper to
oversee the heating, general maintenance and letting of the hall. Some
people have replied to the advert, so we hope to have someone in the
position very soon, which should help to cut the heating bill for the hall.

Our church officer, Lynne Turnbull, will be taking maternity leave from the
beginning of March. Anyone interested in taking on this job for approximately
3 months should see the advert later in Scope.

The finance committee were very pleased to see the increase in regular
giving, but recommended that a Stewardship campaign be undertaken to
show the congregation the most efficient ways of giving.

Maureen Hazel hastaken on the job of organising the church flower rota.

A new church directory is being prepared with up to date information and
contact numbers for the house groups, S Club and Youth church,
organisations and welcomers. It should be available in church mid-February.



Supporting the Persecuted Church

Helen Bethane, a Chistian singer from Eiitrea (East Africa) has arrived
safelyin Denmark with her 13 year old daughter Eva, where they have been
granted asylum. Helen, now 32, was jailed in May 2004 after releasing an
album of gospel music. For the next 2 years she was, at times, held in
appalling conditionsin shipping containers and underground cells. She was
tortured several timesin a bid to make her renounce her faith which she
refused and even now she cannot walk without help.

Please pray for Helen and Eva as they rebuild their lives and also for many
hundreds of Christians held indefinitely without charge in Eritrea. Pray that
the international community would put more pressure on the Eritrean
governmentto release the Christians.

Over Christmas, CSW (Christian Solidarity Worldwide) supporters sent
many cards and letters of encouragement to Helen Berhane and she
recently sentthe message below, to the CSW office.

Denise Halcrow

“Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters, May the grace of God and the joy of
salvation be with you all. When | received all your cards of best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year | was filled with joy and excitement that is
beyond words to express, | am touched by your generosity and care, | am
writing with my best wished for Christmas and the New year too.

| have no words to adequately express my love and admiration for all the
care and love you have bestowed on us it gives me great pleasures to be
writing this message to you, not just writing it with pen and paper in my hand
but as aloving expression coming out of the depths of my heart. | thank you
for you have been with me every step of the way over the last three years;
praying for me supporting me financially and writing to me with words of
encouragement. | am convinced that it is through your prayers that | was
able to sunive all the trials | faced. Together we have overcome the evil one
and victory has indeed been ours.

There isa saying in my native Tigrigna that loosely translates ‘a person can
only value you to the degree of their own value'. | have been blessed and
honoured by yourlove and that says a lot about your value as brothers and
sisters | wouldn't want to be foolish as to take all that for granted, all 1 can do
is thank and so | thank you from the depth of my being. My fellow prisoners
are always in my mind and in my heart, | cry for them every day, for | know
the situation | left them in, please carry on praying for them just like you did



for me, that way my joy would be complete.

| could sit here and write more, | have a lot to be thankful for but | have to
condude and | will conclude by leaving you the words of Ephesians 4:25
‘Therefore, putting away lying, Let each one of you speak truth with his
neighbour, for we are members of one another.” “

Christmas Hampers

As co-ordinator for the Penicuik Churches Christmas Hamper Appeal, |
would once again like to take this opportunity to give my sincere thanks to
Mary Darling, asthe Church Representative, and everyone who contiibuted
to the Hamper Appeal for 2007. | receive telephone calls of thanks from the
Agencies | deal with but | would like to share with you a small section of a
letter | received last week:

“The children and their mothers greatly appreciate these hampers and
thoroughly enjoyed their Christmas and New Year. We as a group hawe
been overwhelmed by the generosity shown by you and others concerned
with the situation of those expeliencing difficulties, especially over the
holiday period. Thank you once again for your kind giving. You are assured
of our apprediation.”

May | wish the members of South Church a Healthy and Joyful 2008.
Gladys Johnson

Training for Leading Children’s Worship
Sat 2nd Feb 10am—1pm and 3—4:30pm in Dunbar Parish ~ Church

Experience some inspirational training (10am-1pm)in planning and leading
children’s worship with Dave Godfrey (the expetienced children’s worker
and worship leader of Spring Harvest fame) ...followed by a Praise Party
(3-4:30pm) focused on primary aged children. A creche is available on
request. Thisis a Dunbar Churches Together event.




Favourite Quotations

For Christmas, a fiend sent me a litle book of quotations. Sometimes a
particular one will hold a special, personal meaning. The following quotations
are onesthat | read again and again. | would like to share these with you.

Pat Sanderson

“In the name of Jesus Christ, who was neverin a hurry, we pray, O God,
that You will sslow us down, for we know that we live too fast. With all of eter-
nity before us, make us take time to live -ime to get acquainted with You,
time to enjoy Your blessings, and time to know each other.”

(Peter Marshall, 1902-1949)

Letthe stable till astonish Who would have said: "Yes, let the
Straw, dirt floor, dull eyes, God of all the heavens and earth
Dusty flanks of donkeys, oxen; Be bornin this place"?

Crumbling, crooked walls; Who but the same God

No bed to carry that pain, Who standsin the darker, fouler
And then, the child, Rooms of our hearts and says,
Rag-wrapped, laid to cry, ina "Yes, let the God of Heaven and
trough. Earth

Who would have chosen this? Be bom herein this place.

(Leslie Leyland FHelds)

Women's Group in West Street Hall
Wed 6th Feb at 7:30pm: Bible study with Jennifer Ruddick
Wed 20th Feb at 2:30pm: Old Edinburgh with Olivia Begbie

Scope Deadline: Wed 20th February . Arides to: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please.

Scottish Charity SC011871 Penicuik South Parish Church




Update: Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill

The proposed amendment to the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill,
to prohibit the creation of inter-species embryos was defeated by 268 votes
to 96 in the House of Lords. UK regulators have now given scientists at
King's College London and Newcastle University, one-year research
licences to create human-animal embryos for research.

(Source: BBC News Website—15th, 17th Jan 2008)

S Club Parent’ s Lunch
Sunday 24 " February in West Street Hall

We would like to invite the parents to lunch in the hall after S Club on
Sunday 24™ Febmuary. The purpose of thisis to let you know what has
been happening at S Cub recently as well as to explain about a
guestionnaire we would like to do with the children. It will also offer you an
opportunity to give us feedback and allow us to answer any questions.

Child care will be available. We appreciate that some parents may prefer
that their child is looked after by grandparents, other parent or fiend while
they are at the meeting. Everyone iswelcome with or without children.

If you have any questions about the meeting please speak to Sheila
(678541 or 07999 534269 or s.anderson@talk2l.com) for further
information. Please let Gill Mackintosh know by Sunday 3" Feb if you can
attend. We look forward to seeing you at the lunch.

S Club leaders.

Advance Notice — Annual Business Meeting
Tues 11th March at 7:30pm in the West Street Hall, West Street
Refreshments will be served.

Advance Notice — Drama series about the life of Chr st
Entited The Passion’, it will be shown in March on BBC1 at peak time.




Book Review

‘Lead Like Jesus — Lessons from the Greatest Leader  ship Role Model
of All Time’ by Ken Blanchard

When we covered the topic of leadership over recent years at church, aswe
did on many occasions and in many ways, | wrongly thought that there were
a group of people who were leaders at church and elsewhere. | was ready to
acknowledge that it was wider than many of us imagined and certainly
induded house group leaders and welcoming team leaders at church and
managers and supervisors at work and teachers and prefects and team
captains at school. What | was not ready to think was that we are all called
on to demonstrate leadership throughout ourlives.

In this last year's travels and absence from church life | have been amazed
at the amount of input that has come from books picked up on my travels
and on other occasions throughout the year. | came across several books
while waiting for a fight home in the first half of the year and one of them
was by a famous author of a dassic on management —The One Minute
Manager by Ken Blanchard. | did not know he was a Christian and it is a
mark of the open secular nature of the USA that his book ‘Lead Like Jesus —
Lessons from the Greatest Leadership Role Model of All Time’ was on a
shelf of non-religious management books in the modest airport terminal
outlet of a major US bookseller.

Within the first few pages of the book he asks the question “Am | Leader?”
and defines leadership as the “...process of influence. Anytime you seek to
influence the thinking, behaviour, or development of people in their personal
or professional lives, you are taking on the role of leader.” He lists the
following examples:

A mother with a child at any time of day

A friend who risks alienation to confront a moral failure

A corporate executive who rejects offers of inside information to gain
a competitive edge

A husband and wife who seek mutual agreement on day-to-day
finances

A middle school teacher who exdtes curiosity in the minds of her
students

A local pastor who awoids teaching on controversial issues for fear of
rejection

A high school coach who fails to confront ude violations by his star
player
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A local government offical who takes an unpopular political stand
based on principle.
With that all encompassing definition the questions he then asks are:

Am | willing to follow Jesus as my leadership role model?
How do | lead like Jesus?

He further grounds the teaching about leadership at the universal personal
level in his statement that “Leading Like Jesus Is a Transformational
Journey”. A journey for all of usthat starts with ‘Personal Leadership’ which
starts with answering the questions (which he bases on Matt 3:13 — 4:11
with the outcome being perspective):

Whose am 1?

Who am 1?

It continues through ‘One-to-One Leadership’ where the outcome is trust
and which he bases on Matt 4:18-24 and can be followed through to ‘Team/
Family Leadership’ that can provide a ‘Community/Legacy’ outcome and
where he directs us to Matt 10:5-10 and then to ‘Organisational/Community
Leadership’ using Matt 28:19-20 and has ‘Effectiveness/Reconciliation’ as
the outcome.

He proceeds to list the four domains of leading like Jesus as Heart, Head,
Hands and Habits and continues in the rest of the book to look at how
teaching about Jesus leadership can be applied to us.

He has many valuable and memorable sections. EGO is Edging God Out.
“The root cause of toxic fearis a life built on a lie that tells us we are not
safe playing things God’s way and we are going to miss out on something
good. Itis FEAR: False Evidence Appearing Real.” The body of real value in
the heart of the book s there for us to mine.

This book | will keep, | hope, for reference and re-reading untl there is no
conceivable need for its lessons — which won't be this side of the kingdom |
think and hope. His last section on the habits of a leader reinforces its
scriptural Christian credentials:
- Solitude

Prayer

Study and application of Scripture

Accepting and responding to God’s unconditional love

Involvement in supportive relationships.

| hope this helps many more find the strength of the Lord’s example as a
real resource in the daily call to leadership that is part of our common life.

Paul Hayes
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Eunice Ndarawe Mkabe

Penicuik South Kirk has helped Eunice Ndarawe Mkabe to gain
qualifications as a Medical Laboratory Technician, over a petiod of four
years. We first got to know about Eunice from Ruth Green about 5 years
ago. Ruth, who isa Penicuik resident, a nurse, a member of St James, is at
New College, hoping to train for the ministry. She met Eunice on a tiip to
Kenya 7 years ago, and she shared the experiences of her first African trip
here at South Kirk.

Ruth met Eunice in her \illage which is about ten miles from Mombassa,
Kenya, where she and her family live in a thatched mud hut, with no
amenities, but with chickens running around the floor! She was brought up
in a Muslim family, and had become a Christian. Ruth was struck by her
enthusiasm for Christ, her commitment to him, and also her witness — her
motherand two brothers have also become Chiistians.

Her father died a few years ago, of malarial encephalitis, and two of her
brothers have died. She is the breadwinner for the family - her mother, her
grandmother and herself. Her brothers are only able to find minimal work.
Like most people in Affica, anyone in a family who is able to get work
supports all the rest of the extended family. Although she isnow a qualified
lab technician, she only has occasional work, so life is hard for them all.

South Kirk assisted Eunice to complete her medical laboratory technician
training through the Bursary Fund, and through direct appeal to members of
the Congregation. We have also formed a close link with Charles Makonde,
her pastor, and his wife Joyce, and he has spoken here about the work of
his church in Mombassa.

We would like to seal this help for Eunice by arranging for her to come
across to visit us all. Unfortunately, itis now difficult to get a visa even for a
short visit, and her first attempt last year failed. However, another possibility
would be for her to go on a college course, obtain a study visa, and then
she could not only study, but also work for up to twenty hours a week. Atthe
end of that time, should she be able to find employment, she could obtain a
work visa. She could, for instance, go to Telford College, and do a three
month English course; the only downside would be the cost - £1500.
Obvioudly this is a lot of money, but it would not only be a briliant
expetience for her, but potentially lead on to be a source for supporting her
whole family.

We invite your donations to make this possible. These can be made through
the nomal Sunday giving in envelopes clealy marked “Eunice Fund” over
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the next few weeks. You can ‘giftaid’ this if you are able and would like to.

If you are interested in getting to help in other ways with her visit please
speak to me at any time (674968). Note that it is planned to make an
appeal on her behalf atone of the services on Sun 3rd Feb.

Paul Hayes

Church Officer Position—Maternity Cover

We are looking for someone who would be willing to cover maternity leave
for our Church Officer. The job inwlves approx 10 hours per week and
would be required from Sunday 2nd March to Sunday 31st August and
would be a paid position.

The main duties of the job are:

Preparation and attendance at the services on Sunday including
Communion services. Duties incude setting up the heating and opening
the toilets as well as preparation as appropiiate to the requirements of
each service.

To be aware of any need during a service to adjust heating and to take
responsibility for doing so.

Preparation induding setting up the heating for all committee meetings of
the Congregation, Kirk Session and other church organisations.

To set up for weddings and funerals.

Keeping the premises clean and tidy, thiswill indude deaning the church
weeky, deaning the toilets weekly, checking and emptying waste bins
and putting out /taking in the wheelie bin, ensuring the grounds are
generally tidy.

Setting up for Communion, providing and preparing the bread and wine.

After all services to be responsible for effectively tidying up and deaning
the premises, ensuring the toilets and the building are locked and the
heating and lights are switched off.

To be in attendance at the church building to allow access to trades
people or service providers.

The Church officer shall complete a weekly time sheet showing hours and
work done.

If you are interested in this position and would like further information and
the full job specification please speak to Gill Mackintosh, Clerk to the
Deacons Court (674394).
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Book Review
‘When the game is over, it all goes back inthe box ' by John Ortberg

I hope whoever comes up with the titles for Ortberg’s books - and the cover
designs - is well rewarded! There’s no doubt that they draw one in to read
(perhaps buy) the book. Thisone is no different.

The game in question, at least as an introduction, is Monopoly and the key
point made is that no matter whether you own the four stations, Park Lane
and Mayfair with houses and hotels and so on, no matter if you become
‘Master of the Board’ and bankrupt all the other players, the tite of the book
applies. When the game is over, no-one can carry his’her success at the
game into ‘real’life.

It becomes obvious that the game about which Ortberg is writing is the
‘game’ of life and the thrust of the book is one which we all recognise but
mostly do not apply, namely that no matter how much ‘stuff’ we accumulate,
we can't take it with us into eternity. All that matters at that point ‘will be
God’s assessment of us so the object of the game becomes, in Jesus
words, being ‘rich toward God'.

The subsequent chapters look at various aspects of the ‘stuff’ we pursue.
Against whom are we competing, and how do we keep score? There's the
importance of giving as much time to the inner life as we do to our outward
appearance and learning to surrender to God which means accepting
reality - ‘there’s only so much that willpower can accomplish’.

He includes the things that we recognise as stuff - the mateiial goods, the
house and car, the top job and high(er) salary - and agrees that in
themselves, they're not bad: they only become bad when they become the
object of the game.

The second half of the book describes those things worth pursuing, filling
time with what matters most; rolling the dice - i.e. don't just sit back, do
something - find your mission. What isitthat God has for you, uniquely you,
something that no-one else, ever, can do or be? Then look out for the
hazards: more will never be enough; winning and being alone is actually
losing.

Winning, he says, is having collected the right trophies, and ultimately these
are summed up in the soul we become. ‘Stuff and titles and what passe s for
good fortune this time around the game board don't really amount to all that
much’ but even when the game seemsto be over and we face our mortality
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and acknowledge that the stuff is going back in the box, there is still one
move to go: and thisone belongs to the King, who is the real Master of the
Board.

Summarising a book is one thing, making it sound worth reading is quite
another! What makes this one readable is Ortberg’s sense of humour,
quirky and unexpected, (as anyone who remembers his story of the mauve
sofa will agree), together with the use of anecdotes, his and others, which
lighten the text and carry the reader on to his next point. But it is an easy
read, as Ortberg’s books tend to be and definitely worth reading.

Published by Zondervan, it costs £8.99 (or £5.99 from Amazon!)
Jennifer Ruddick

Some Light Humour

A litle gil was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher said it was
physically impossible for a whale to swallow a human because even though
it was a very large mammal its throat was very small. The litle gidl stated
that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a
whale could not swallow a human; it was physically impossible. The little gid
said, 'When | get to heaven | will ask Jonah'. The teacher asked, 'What if
Jonah went to hell?' The litile girl replied, Then you ask him .

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her dassroom of children while they
were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see each child's work.
As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the
drawing was. The gif replied, 'I'm drawing God.' The teacher paused and
said, But no one knows what God looks like." Without looking up from her
drawing, the girl replied, 'They will in a minute.'

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her
five and six year olds. After explaining the commandment to ‘honour' thy
Father and thy Mother, she asked, 'lIs there a commandment that teaches
us how to treat our brothers and sisters?'. Straight away one litle boy (the
oldest of a family) answered, Thou shall not Kill.'

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a primary school for lunch. At
the head of the table was a large pile of apples, a note was posted on the
tray: 'Take only ONE. God is watching." Moving further along the lunch line,
at the other end of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. A
child had written a note, 'Take all you want. God is watching the apples.
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Philip Jones ( 28th Feb 1915 — 12th Jan 2008)

| can’t think of a more lovely man that I've ever had the fortune to come to
know. He was gentle and humble and more ready to listen than to speak He
always greeted you with a smile and a sparkie in his eyes. Though he had
years of life and expetience behind him, he would always ask for your
opinion. He made you feel that what you had to say was important. He
afimed you.

For some time he had suffered from vaiious afflictons incduding prostrate
cancer and Parkinson’s and yet he would never complain. He seemed to be
able to just rest and take comfortin the Lord.

We shall all miss him and of course no-one more so than Joan. | can’t help
but feel the tears well up as | write these words. Sixty-seven years of
mariiage. Oh, pray for the God of all comfort to comfort herand her daughter,
Tina and the rest of the family. Praise God that death has been defeated for
those who arein Chiist. One day we shall see ourloved ones again.

For those who are reading this and don't know Jesus, | would urge you to find
him before itistoo late. In recent weeks, Philip knew that it would not be long
before he was going to go home to be with the Lord. In the thanksgiving
service on 23rd Jan it was pointed out that he had wanted not himself to be
honoured in the service, but the Lord Jesus, his Saviour.

Gal 5:222 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Philip displayed the fruit.

Paul Toms
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Jean Christie — Some Thoughts

Jean - the lady who accompanied the singing at the evening servicesin the
hall, under the leadership of the late Ron Sewell: introducing us to songs
and choruses which were quite new to me, brought up in a vaiety of
traditonal Church of Scotland congregations ..... and herself usually
accompanied by her husband, Ken, and their children — Alison, Andrew and
Kathy.

Jean - who gradually took on the role of organist, and who involved people
like Neil and myself, not usually able to be part of the then church choir, in
occasional choral programmes at places like Maybum House.

Jean — who, as the music ministry developed in the South Church, was
willing (reluctantly at first, then with increasing confidence) to use her skills
on the organ to become part of the worship group when appropriate ....ina
way which served as a model to other congregations struggling to find a
way round the all too common division between “organist” and “band”.

Jean who was always willing to give advice as we sought to dewelop things
musically in South Kirk.

Jean who, after she left this congregation, was ever willing to help us out
when the need arose foran organist (for funerals or weddings).

And Jean, always interested in the activities of our family, remembering
details in a way which showed dearly that her interest was real and who
over the years became a good friend, ready to share in the good and the
bad times, in the laughter and the weeping.

We were so sad to hearin the autumn that Jean wasill, and of the nature of
herillness; sad too at her death on December 15th, for on that day we lost a
good friend aswell asa long time colleague. But we rejoice that she isnow
at peace, in the presence of the One whom she sought to serve in all that
she did.

We give thanks to God for her life, for all that she was and leaves behind
her. And we ask that same God to minister to all her fiends and the
members of her family as they work through their loss.

Joan Cape
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The Good News

Afterliving what | felt was a ‘decent’ life, my time on earth came to the end.
The first thing | remember is sitting on a bench in the waiting room of what |
thought to be a court house. The doors opened and | was instructed to
come in and have a seat by the defence table. As | looked around | saw the
'‘prosecutor.’ He was a villainous looking gent who snatded as he stared at
me. He definitely was the most evil person | have ever seen.

| sat down and looked to my left and there sat My Attorney, a kind and
gentle looking man whose appearance seemed so familiar to me, | felt |
knew Him. The corner door flew open and there appeared the Judge in full
flowing robes. He commanded an awesome presence as He moved across
the room | couldn't take my eyes off of Hm. As He took His seat behind the
bench, He said, Let us begin.' The prosecutor rose and said, My name is
Satan and | am here to show you why this woman belongs in hell." He
proceeded to tell of liesthat| told, things that | stole, and In the past when |
cheated others. Satan told of other horrible perversions that were once in
my life and the more he spoke, the further down in my seat | sank. | was so
embarrassed that | couldn't look at anyone, even my own Attorney, as the
Devil told of sinsthat even | had completely forgotten about.

As upset as | was at Satan for telling all these things about me, | was
equally upset at My Attorney who sat there silently not offering any form of
defence atall. | know | had been guilty of those things, but | had done some
good in my life - couldn't that at least equal out part of the harm I'd done?
Satan finished with a fury and said, This woman belongs in hell, she is
guilty of all that | have charged and there is not a person who can prove
otherwise.'

When it was His turn, My Attorney first asked if He might approach the
bench. The Judge allowed this over the strong objection of Satan, and
beckoned Him to come forward. As He got up and started walking, | was
able to see Him in His full splendour and majesty. | realized why He
seemed so familiar; this was Jesus representing me, my Lord and my
Saviour! He stopped at the bench and softly said to the Judge, 'Father,' and
then He turned to address the court. 'Satan was correct in saying that this
woman had sinned, | wont deny any of these allegations. And, yes, the
wages of sin is death, and this woman deserves to be punished.

Jesus took a deep breath and turned to His Father with outstretched ams
and prodaimed, 'l died on the cross so that this person might have eternal
life and she has accepted Me as her Saviour, so she is Mine'
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My Lord continued with, 'Her name is written in the Book of Life, and no one
can snatch her from Me. Satan still does not understand yet. Thiswoman is
notto be given justice, but rather mercy.'

As Jesus sat down, He quietly paused, looked at His Father and said,
‘There is nothing else that needs to be done.' 'I've done it all." The Judge
lifted His mighty hand and slammed the gawel down. The following words
bellowed from His lips... This woman is free.' The penalty for her has
already been paid in full. 'Case dismissed.’

Asmy Lord led me away, | could hear Satan ranting and raving, 'l wont give
up, | will win the next one.' | asked Jesus as He gave me my instructions
where to go next, 'Have you ever lost a case?' Christ lovingly smiled and
said, 'Everyone that has come to Me and asked Me to represent them has
received the same verdict as you, ‘Paid In Full’.

(John 3:16 “For God so loved the woid that he gave his only Son that
whoever believes in himshould not perish but have eternal life”)

The Celebrate Recovery Meeting on 24th January

There was probably about 30 of us altogether. We had some worship led by
lan, Dennis and Vicky. We listened to the ‘12 Steps being recited and then
we listened to the message that God had laid on Rev Walter Masocha’s
heart for the evening.

He spoke about how much God loves us (referring to John 3:16) and how
we must love our brothers and sisters. He said that it sesemsthat the church
is the only army he knows of that shootsits own wounded rather than help
them back to safety. He was probably exaggerating but then only in order to
make a very valid point. He spoke about how Satan accuses us and how it
discourages us and drives us away from Christian company and church.
We then feel that we are not good enough to go back to church but then
church is not meant to be a museum showing off fine items but a hospital
where the wounded can find help.

He also spoke about the Lord’s Prayer in Luke 11, saying that this was
Jesus teaching the disciples how to pray rather than giving them words to
repeat verbatim over and over again. He said that if you want the real Lod’s
Prayer then go to John 17.

We then had communion and finished with us all reciting the ‘Serenity
Prayer and singing another song followed by cakes, savouries and tea and
coffee. A big thank you to all the CR team for all their effort on the night!

Paul Toms
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