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A very warm welcome to our new Minister, Ian Cathca rt and his family! 

Ross    Joshua    Jackie    Rebekah    Hannah    Ia n 
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A delighted Ian receiving a sledge at his induction  on 18 Jan 

…… and a bottle of Irn Bru! 
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Parish News 

With the turn of the year we have lost three of our oldest members, Mrs 
Bunty Noble, Mrs Phyllis Wilson and Mrs Margaret Hamlin. 

Bunty Noble was a regular attender at the South Church and an active 
member of the Guild for many years – her piano accompaniment helped the 
worship along at many of the ladies’ meetings. She had a long standing 
involvement with the Salvation Army, and for a number of years attended 
the meetings there also. Failing health meant that Bunty had to move into 
Aaron House several years ago – but coming to church remained a high 
priority, and even when confined to her wheelchair she rarely missed a 
Sunday. Her funeral took place at Mortonhall on December 27th. 

Phyllis Wilson had been a member of South Church since shortly after 
coming with her mother from London in the early 1950s to l ive in Penicuik. 
The house in Croft Street to which they came remained her home for the 
rest of her life. Although always a Methodist at heart, Phyllis was very 
involved in the life of the church, singing in the choir for many years and 
helping her late husband, Bob, with his elder’s visiting, as well as being a 
regular member of the Social Club, till  i ts demise, and a stalwart of the 
Woman’s Guild, later the Women’s Group. And of course she was to be 
seen almost every Sunday in the same seat in the church right up til l  the 
week before she died. Her funeral took place at Mortonhall on January 5th. 

The third of these ladies, Margaret Hamlin , was buried at Kirkhil l on 
January 8th, after a service in the church to give thanks for her l ife. Again, 
Margaret had been a member here for many years, and had in her day been 
another who was very actively involved in the life of the church. Hearing 
problems, and failing eyesight, eventually caused Margaret to be virtually 
housebound, and her last few years were spent in Pentland House, where 
she was very well cared for. 

The families and friends of each of these ladies are very much in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

We also remember in our prayers Gladys Johnson , of Namur Road, along 
with her family and friends – Gladys’ husband George died suddenly earlier 
this month after several periods of serious il lness from which, each time, he 
had made a remarkable recovery. His funeral took place at Mortonhall on 
January 11th. 



5 

Our Year at Penicuik South and Howgate. 

The main reason for my appointment was to provide a continuity of 
preaching during the vacancy, bringing the same Word of God to both 
congregations.  

Well, thank you for that privilege. I have enjoyed giving out the Word over 
2006, and Dorothy and I have both appreciated the warmth of reception 
which we have received.  We also were blessed by being in good, spiritual 
fellowship in both places. We felt very much at home in both congregations. 
I’d like to think that it was all of God’s loving provision for both fellowships; 
God nurturing His flocks during a difficult period. 

Two undergirding themes for me in my ministering were, to see healing and 
encouragement take place, and, to prepare hearts for the future. I have truly 
relished the opportunity to attempt to accomplish these goals, and overall, it 
has been for me, a most fulfil ling and gratifying journey. Now the future has 
begun as pastor and people have been joined, and we praise God for His 
continuing provision. 

I have been touched and humbled by the many positive responses 
expressed to what we shared from God’s Word, and Dorothy and I take this 
opportunity to record our appreciation for the gifts received at the close of 
what has been an enriching year’s experience. 

With thanks, Angus and Dorothy Bayne 

Annual Business Meeting 

Tuesday March 23rd in the Church Hall, West Street. 
Full details in the next edition of Scope – but there will be an opportunity to 
eat/relax together as well as deal with the business. Note the date in your 
diary now! 

Easter 

It’s a long way ahead, but not too soon to be planning for it. We hope to get 
together an augmented group of singers for one of the Easter services, and 
to be able to set aside some time for practice. Please contact Joan if you 
are interested in knowing what’s happening and would like to be involved. 
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Christmas Hampers—A ‘Thank you’ 

As the South Church Rep. for the Christmas Hamper appeal, it’s time for me 
to say a huge thank you to the individuals, families and house groups who 
made up 22 of the hampers, which the Penicuik churches donated to Social 
Work and Women’s Aid for Christmas. These varied in size between those 
made for a single person and families with one to five children. 

Gladys Johnson, the Hamper co-ordinator, did not receive so many 
requests for hampers this year, which we hope means there are not so 
many needy families in Penicuik at this time. The families I delivered 
hampers to were amazed that someone who didn’t know them would be 
willing to do this for them. The efforts of all those involved are greatly 
appreciated. 

If you would like to take part in this project, I’m sure we will do it again for 
Christmas 2007. We can hope and pray that the hamper project may spark 
questions about the real meaning of Christmas, for all those involved. 

Mary Darling 

Soaking Weekend with 'Catch the Fire Ministries'  

2nd - 3rd Feb at The King's Fellowship, 
Unit 4, Smithton Industrial Estate, 

Culloden, Inverness IV2 7WL 

Develop greater intimacy with your heavenly Father through teaching on: 
Hearing the voice of God, The Power of the Cross, The Father Heart, The 
Spirit of Sonship, The Importance of Forgiveness and Healing life's hurts. 

Cost: £30 single, £45 couple. Info: 01978 353984, uk@ctfministries.com 

Advance notice  

Signs and Wonders Conference (Toronto Airport Church Fellowship) 

April 25-28, 2007 in London with John and Carol Arnott 
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Celebrate Recovery 

We are now in the 40th week of the 52 week programme and February 
sees u s covering the following topics Crossroads, Daily Inventory, Relapse 
and Gratitude. 

If you have a hurt, habit or a hang-up for which you seek help, please 
consider coming along to the meeting on Thursday nights and experience 
Christ's healing power. Doors open at 6:30pm and the meeting begins at 
7pm. 

For further information or even just a chat, contact: Bil ly 07982713769, 
Debbie 676541, Eileen 07876422500, Ian 07749558089 or Robert 
07745807336. 

New Ladies Step Meeting 

Step meetings have now begun (24th January) and are on Wednesdays at 
7:30pm in West Street. For further information call Debbie 676541 or 
Eileen 670174. 

Scope Deadline: 18th February . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor) (paul.
toms@tiscali.co.uk, 670483) or James McClean (673635) or Mary Darling 
(675260) please. 
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Caring Christmas Trees 

Over 3000 kind people bought a Caring Christmas Tree this year. Because 
100% of the profits go straight towards Bethany's work with homeless 
people in Edinburgh and Fife, it has been possible to raise more than 
£40,000. This will make a lasting difference in the lives of others. 

Make a Resolution that lasts this year 

If you would like to do something different in 
2007, something worthwhile that is 
rewarding, whilst benefiting others at the 
same time we may just have the thing for 
you. 

Home Link is a local voluntary organisation supporting families with pre-
school children in Midlothian and South Edinburgh. We are currently 
looking for volunteers to join our team of befrienders so that more families 
in the county can benefit from our service. 

A local mother of three (4 years, 18 months and 7 months) befriended by a 
Home Link volunteer says: 'My Home Link befriender has been a real l ife 
saver, helping me and just talking. I sometimes wonder what would have 
happened if I didn't have the support of a Home Link befriender- It really 
makes all the difference." 

Our befrienders usually visit a family once a week for a couple of hours and 
help the family in a number of ways including: being a listening ear, taking a 
child out to give a parent a break, or organising play activities for children at 
home. 

All our befrienders receive thorough induction training, out of pocket 
expenses (travel and childcare), plus ongoing support from one of our 
project workers. Our next induction course for new volunteers starts 20th 
January 2007. (There might still  be an opportunity to enroll—Ed). Why not 
join us? For further details or to request an information pack please call 
Sarah on 0131 661 0890 or visit our website: www.homelinkbefriending.
org. 
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Lothian Taize Group 

We are an ecumenical group of Christians who meet once a month for 
quiet, meditative worship, prayer and reflection. You are most welcome to 
join us at our next meeting on Friday 23rd February at 7.30pm in North 
Berwick Abbey Church. 

Women's Group Meetings  

· 7th Feb 7:30pm in the hall: The Old Time Music Hall with Olivia Begby 

· 21st Feb 2:30pm in the hall: The Prison Service with Rev John Wells 

S Club Collection Update 

Just to update everyone that the final amount collected by S Club to be 
given to the Tearfund ' Glorious Food' project was £258. Well done for this 
great effort! 

This term we will be supporting a project run by Operation Mobilisation 
called ‘GLOBAL kids India’. This project not only raises money to build 
schools for the ’Dalit’ Children or ‘Untouchables’ of India but also makes our 
children aware of their world and the needs of others and we pray that they 
will be excited about furthering God’s Kingdom. Each child in S Club will be 
given an information pack telling them all about the project. You can also 
read about the project on the OM website www.GLOBALkids.om.org. 

If you would also like to support this project perhaps you could collect 
money similar to the Grace Jar idea. If you would like to do this, labels can 
be provided for your jars and money can be collected up to Easter. Please 
let me know if you would like any labels. In case anyone isn't too sure what 
the Grace Jar is … basically, every time you have a meal you put a penny in 
the jar! Many thanks.  

Gill Mackintosh (S Club) 
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Age 46 

Children Susan (22) Midwife in BGH 
and Stuart (19) Apprentice 
Joiner (sti ll  at home). 

How long at SK 25 years plus. 

Fav ourite praise 
songs  

I like different songs at 
different times in my life.  
There are some which 
Make me cry, others fi ll  me 
with joy and happiness.  
My all time favourite hymn 
is “O for a thousand tongues to sing”  (Les reckons this 
is something to do with the fact that I talk so much!). 
Current modern song is “Jesu s Christ I think upon your 
sacrifice”. 

Fav ourite food Hmmmm well it has to be chocolate I’m ashamed to 
say, but I also love vegetables in any form! 

Fav ourite 
holiday 
destination 

Very favourite place in the whole world is Wales. I spent 
6 weeks down in Cardiff when I was a student nurse on 
my elective placement, and loved it. 

Fav ourite 
pastime 

Talking?! 

Fav ourite book Don’t read, won’t read. 

Fav ourite film “It’s a Wonderful Life”. I’m sure I have seen Clarence in 
Penicuik! 

Inspiring 
scripture 

I have two. Isaiah Ch 40 v 31 “But those who trust in the 
Lord for help will find their strength renewed. They will 
rise on wings like eagles; they will run and not get 
weary” and James Ch 3 v 3-12 “The Tongue”. 

Getting to know : Mary Ritchie 
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Fav ourite 
sermon 

Don’t really have a favourite sermon but have enjoyed 
very much the preaching of both Angus and Graham 
over the last wee while. 

Being an S-Club 
leader means 

I have just started again as a leader in S-Club having 
done it previously a couple of years ago. I remember at 
that time, we prayed every week that God would fil l our 
church with new families and children. It is such a 
blessing that we have so many new, young families in 
South Kirk now. I hope to be able to share my faith with 
the children in a way in which they understand, whilst 
being a fun and memorable experience for them. 

Other church 
activ ities 

Prayer Ministry Team. Life and Work Distributor. 
Welcomer. Social Club Committee (can’t remember 
what my actual remit is). Scope folder. On rota for 
Children’s address (surplus to requirement now that we 
have Ian?). Occasionally sing with music group. Really 
excited that Les and I have recently joined Caroline 
Mackintosh’s house group this week. 

Prayer for SK So thankful that God has led Ian to us and hope that he 
and his family settle well, in Penicuik and in SK. Pray 
for healing and renewal as we step out together at the 
start of a new year and new chapter for Penicuik South 
Church, knowing that God is with us every step of the 
way. I pray that people will be drawn to our church and 
that we will witness God’s almighty power at work. 

Finally ... Several people have been praying for Les over the last 
few years and prayers have been answered!  Les and I 
have been married for almost 13 years and he has now 
been coming to church with me since October last year.  
He has also joined the housegroup with me and has 
become part of the Welcoming Team! Thank you for 
your continued love and support for both of us and 
praise God for his graciousness and power. 
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Burns Supper and Ceilidh on Sat 20th Jan  

As the rain poured and the wind blew outside, a gathering of ladies and 
gentlemen dressed up in their finery and enjoyed a wonderful Burns supper 
and ceilidh in the church hall (which looked resplendent with it’s balloons, 
thistles and fancy lights!) 

The haggis was addressed superbly by Neil, following which, it was served 
with great efficiency and to much enjoyment—so thanks must go to Joan, 
Sheila, Neil and Ian (who I am told by Sheila followed their orders well in the 
kitchen!) Also a big thanks to Steven Robertson for providing such fine 
haggis.  

The lassies were addressed by Alistair who waxed lyrical about the many 
virtues of us fine creatures. Mary responded to his many compliments with a 
short but perfectly formed address (well let’s face it, poor Mary had her work 
cut out trying to think of more than a couple of male virtues!) 

Then it was on to the dancing. Jenni and Graham provided the highest 
quality of music for an array of dances including a new one which involved 
us attempting to tie ourselves in some kind of knot ... which was fun, none 
the less.  

The atmosphere was great and all the laddies and lassies ate, danced, 
mingled and laughed the night away. A huge thank you to all who helped in 
any way and to everyone who came and contributed to such a good night. 

The Social Committee 
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A Friend 
Sometimes in life, you find a special friend; 

Someone who changes your life just by being part of it. 

Someone who makes you laugh until you can't stop; 

Someone who makes you believe that there really is good in the world. 

Someone who convinces you that there really is an unlocked door 

just waiting for you to open it. 

 

They say it takes a minute to find a special person, 

an hour to appreciate them, a day to love them, 

but then an entire life to forget them. 

This space could be yours … 
for nothing! The Scope team 

are always looking for 
interesting, encouraging 
‘home-grown’ articles! 
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Operation Christmas Child 

We would like to thank everyone who responded to the appeal and fi lled a 
shoe box with gifts for needy children abroad. 

In early December, a lorry left Scotland with 10,872 gift-filled boxes, bound 
for Crimea. This number was over 900 more than in 2005 and was a great 
effort. 

Again, many thanks and we hope you will support the appeal next 
Christmas also. 

Maisie and Bill Bruce 

Dolly Bags 

We raised £180 which has been sent to the organisation “Samaritan Purse” 
for their project to provide filtration systems to give families in Liberia, 
drinking water for life. 

The Womens Group would like to thank everyone for their donations. 

Sandra Lamb 

Revival Meeting  

Fri 23rd February at 7:30pm, West St Hall  

Are you thirsty for the 'l iving waters'? So are 
we. Come and join us as we seek the Lord's 

presence and revival. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning and 
the end. More details from Paul Toms (670483). 
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