


Minister’s Letter
Hello and a Happy Advent to you all

Obvioudly, I'll wait until nearer the time to wish a Happy Christmas. Yet
increasingly | think it's more important that you have a happy Advent.
Advent isthe one Chiistian season the church in the West appearsto have
forgotten the most. This is most ironic given that it's the season we need
more and more to help us deal with this chaotic lead up to Christmas which
isdeemed to be normal.

I hardly need to remind you of the conveyor belt that has already been
going full blast for almost two months and more. You know what | mean: the
presents; the anxiety over the presents asked for but not in the shops (has
anyone actually got a Wii, by the way!); the cards; the card received on the
22" of December from that person in Canada that you didn’t send a card to;
the buying of the turkey; the cooking of the turkey ... the eating of the last
turkey sandwiches eight days later; and let’s not forget all those people who
descend upon us over the actual festive period. People do get to the point
where they question this whole season of excess — and it's not just
Scrooge!

The months of October to December leave us all running the risk of turning
our lives into living sermon illustrations from a talk about Martha and Mary
when Jesus came to visit— and | don’t mean we all become Mary!

The craziness is that this season of Advent is all about waiting on God.
That's it. Waiting. Few people are blessed with that spiiitual gift! When
Herod asked his own advisors ‘where isthe King to be born?’ there was no
ignorance on display: they knew straight off it was Bethlehem. Yet they
didn'tgo themselves. Thisreallyisa crucial pointfor the church in the West
in our generation. They knew all about God’s promised Messiah but they
had just stopped waiting for God to fulfill any of those promises by actually
sending Him.

May | plead with you to recognise in your own life the truth that a ‘Martha’
Advent will rob you of a ‘Mary’ Christmas. Jesus did hisjob by being born at
the incarnation — our job is to live in the peace he came to bring to us.
Realise, as you live this kind of Advent life that you may be the only real
touch of Chistmas some people have. Now wouldn’t that be a real
Christmas present worth waiting for?

Yoursin Him, lan Cathcart



With Grateful Thanks

At my request, Joan Cape has stepped down from most of her church
duties; except those directly related to being an elder. On behalf of myself
and the congregation, | want to take this opportunity to genuinely thank Joan
for the many years of dedicated service that she has so willingly given to
this congregation; espedally for her work in the dewvelopment of the music
worship and her commitment in her role as Pastoral Assistant, where many
have benefited from her wisdom and compassion.

lan Cathcart

The Twelve Days of Christmas

Believed to date back to the religious upheavals of 17th Century England.
When the Puitans came to power they suppressed Christmas and
Christmas carols. Eventually when the season was restored Catholics still
weren't allowed to practice their faith, so parents used coded nonsense
songs to teach their children the basic doctrine. In the “Twelve Days of
Christmas’, my True Love refersto God.

The partridge: Chiist. The pear tree represents the cross.

Two turle doves: The old and new testaments.

Three French hens: The three great gifts of faith, hope and love.
Four calling birds: The fourgospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Five gold rings: The first five books of the Old Testament. These books were
treated by the Jews with great reverence.

Six geese a-laying: Eggs are a symbol of new life. The laying geese stand
for the six days of creation.

Seven swans a-swimming: The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit—prophecy,
service, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, mercy.

Eight maids a-milking: The eight beatitudes of Jesus.

Nine ladies dancing: The nine fuits of the Holy Spirit—ove, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentieness, self-control.

Ten lords a-leaping: The ten commandments.
Eleven pipers piping: The eleven apostles who remained faithful to Jesus.
Twelve drummers drumming: T he twelve vital beliefs of the Apostles Creed.



Thank You, Joan

As | sit here writing this short note, | wonder howitis at all possible to write
a fitting expression of gratitude to Joan for all the work, time and effort she
has contributed to the worship in P.S.K. over several years. | consider
myself to be a youngster in the place, but over the past 22 years or so,
have watched and been involved in the ever changing face of musical
worship here. It would be wrong to say that we had been in the “worship
dark ages’, evenin the days of the choir and organ. | remember the small
group of musidans that would come forward to play from the “Chorus
Collection”. So | guess there was “modern” music even before Frank was
minister.

The basis of the present music group was formed in late 1991 / early 1992.
I vividly remember playing piano at a litie concert held in the church in
which lots of people did “things” Shortly afterwards | remember Joan
approaching me if | would like to play from time to time on a Sunday and
thereitall began.

Looking back it must have looked bizarre to see a young lad playing piano,
but it was faily typical at P.S.K. to see young people being included,
encouraged and nurtured, never patronised. Even as a youngster |
remember saying “If we do this, this and that (demonstrating on the piano)
then would that work?"—never given a strange look (sometimes perhaps!)
but a feeling you were respected and had something valuable to contribute.

I remember “pub church”, going to Presbytery to lead worship, worship
conferences attended by members of the music group, special services,
presentations such as Rumours of Angels, outdoor worship events. The list
goes on and behind all this a lady with a vision, who gave willingly her
endless amounts of time and energy. There have been so many people
over the years — all encouraged and brought forward, managed and
handled well. Joan has been involved in the co-ordination of the whole
thing- an enomous job done with a passion for, and backed by a vision of,
worshipping the Lord. Many people probably do not realise the huge
amount of work that goes on behind the scenes, always carried on without
complaint. However amidst all this Joan has consistently set me a
wonderful Chiistian example in all aspects of her life, a caring sensitive
approach, a humility, an ability and desire to use her gifts, but also an
awareness of her own limitations and an ability to draw out the gifts of
others. But above all | have always withessed in Joan a commitment to
serving the Lord with a passion that is about reaching the Heart of God.



For this | think that we at P.S.K. owe Joan our gratitude and | personally
want to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Joan for everything
she hasdone.

Graham McDonald

Facts about Christmas from around Europe

Children in Belgium receive a gift of chocolate letters spelling out their
name.

In Denmark, the main Christmas meal starts with a serving of rice
pudding.

The idea of the Christmas cracker started in France.

In Greece they celebrate Epiphany on January 6th rather than
December 25th. Epiphany is when we think of the Kings who brought
gifts to the baby Jesus.

In Luxembourg the traditional Christmas meal should alwaysindude
black pudding.

Natal—Portuguese for ‘Nativity’ - was the name given to South Africa by
the Portuguese explorer Vasco Da Gama because he discovered it on
Christmas Day.

In Spain, children receive presents from the Three Wise Men instead of
Father Christmas.

St. Nicholasisthe patron Saint of Children and of Amsterdam. It was
Holland who first made the feast of St. Nicholas popular. People who
moved from Holland to America in the 19th Century took the idea with
them but Americans called him Santa Claus.

Prince Albert brought the idea of the Chiistmas tree to this country from
Germany.

Christmas was banned by lawin the Biitish Islesin 1652 because
Cromwell had banned all religious festivals. Howeverit didn't last long
and by 1660 everything was backin full swing.

“A lot of church members who are singing "Standing on the Promises" are
just sitting on the premises’




Children’s Ministry
Our children are wonderful!

Since taking over the S Club Leadership and starting a Friday afternoon
Puppet Group | have become even more aware of this fact.

| have also come to really appreciate the team of people in the church who
support the children’s work. Let me remind you of who these people are:
Parents, Grandparents, S Club volunteers, babysitters, minister, tea and
coffee rota volunteers, congregation, Youth Church and Créche.

Everyone in South Kirk has a role in developing the children’s Christian
faith.

Since the summer a few children have made what might be termed a
“‘commitment of faith”. Other's have no idea that there might be an
alternative to having Jesus as part of their life — He's always been known to
them. A few have an understanding that they are not yet “A Chiistian” and
ask loads of questions to help them understand what this means. These
guestions are most likely to be asked by friends who have come along with
children who regulaty attend.

In S Club we have been supporting Love Russia, pariculadly with their
“pants and a pound” appeal. Many of you are aware of this and | would
like to thank you for your donations, some of which are already winging their
way to the orphanages supported by Love Russia.

I'm really looking forward to deweloping strong links between S Club,
Créche, Youth Church and also in helping lan to dewelop the all age
worship within South Church. If you have any ideas about this please let us
know what they are.

There are always opportunities to become more involved in children’s
ministry, both within the church and in outreach and relational work. There
are also opportunities for long and short term face to face and non contact
work (safeguarding regulations apply), If you have a skill that could be
shared, time to commit to prayer or administrative tasks, please let lan or
me know.

In particular could you speak to me or Gill Mackintosh if you would be
interested in joining a craft team or group. The crafts could range from
cutting out cardboard shapes to making puppet props of a professional
guality and everything in between!

Sheila Anderson



The

Discipleship Course
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The

Discipleship Course

A Course to help you know and live the truth!

Jesus said that knowing the truth is the key to freedom (John 8:32), but
simply healing or reading the truth is rarely enough to truly know it. This
course will help you make real connections with the tuth. It's not about
being loaded down with information or things to do. It's about deepening our
understanding of who we already are in Christ and what flows from that
reality.

We'll find out what happened when we became a Christian and how that is
the basis for genuine victory over sin; we'll learn how to change negative
ways of thinking and behaving; and we’ll look at the spititual battle we're in
and understand how to win it. Youll also have the chance to go through The
Steps to Freedom In Christ (“The Away Day”), a gentle encounter with the
Lord (ust between you and Him), to help you resolve past issues past that
may be holding you back

In short, the course will give you a framework for moving on to the spiritual
maturity, perhaps faster than you had thought possible. No matter how long
or short a time you have been a Chistian, you will benefit from its
straightforward and thoroughly biblical approach.



The ‘Freedom In Christ’ Course Timetable

Below are the Sunday service teaching sermons using the ‘Freedom in
Christ’ material.

Key Truths

6 Jan - Session 1:Where did | come from?

13 Jan - Session 2: Who am | now?

20 Jan - Session 3: Choosing to believe the truth

The World, The Flesh and the Devil
27 Jan - Session 4:The world’s view of truth
3 Feb - Session 5: Ourdaily choice
10 Feb - Session 6: Demoalishing strongholds
17 Feb - Session 7: The battle for our minds

Breaking the Hold of the Past
24 Feb - Session 8: Handling emotions well
2 Mar - Session 9: Forgiving from the heart

The Weekend Away (or Away Day)
7/8/9 Mar - Weekend or8 Mar — Away Day

Growing as Disciples

6 Apr - Session 10: Walking in freedom everyday
13 Apr - Session 11: Relating to others

20 Apr - Session 12: Where are you heading?

27 Apr - Session 13: Staying on the right path

Which weekday will your day be?

Each Sunday service will follow the basic teaching in the ‘Freedom In Christ’
course. Through the following week there will be a showing of the DVD
course presented by Steve Goss. This will serve to reinforce the material
taught the previous Sunday morning. It will also give people an opportunity
to discuss what they have heard.

We will un the DVD course when required and as often as required. Do you
want a showing of the DVD on a weekday morning? Would you rather meet
on a weekday afternoon? Do your work commitments mean you have to
meet at night? Rather than add to an already busy weekly timetable, do you
want to make the Freedom in Christ course your house group material for
the start of the year?

The hope and prayer is that we get everybody going through the course;
learning together from this really fantastic material; maturing into the life
Jesus died to give us. Sign up at the church vestibule for which time you
prefer and let's start dealing with all this baggage that’s holding us back in
our faith.
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Christmas Arrangements
Sunday 2nd Dec
11:15am Moming worship and Communion
Sunday 9th Dec

11:15am Gift Service. Thisis the service to which you are invited to
bring gifts which will be given to needy children in Craigmillar.

Sunday 16th Dec
11:15am Moming worship and S Club Christmas Party
4pm Children's Christmas Senice in South Church. Specially

designed for families with younger children (pre and primary schoal).
Come and share the message of Christmas.

Sunday 23rd Dec

11:15am All-age Senvice with Nativity

3pm AfternoonTraditional Service

7pm Joint Churches Christmas Carol Service -St Mungo's Church
Monday 24th Dec

6:30pm Family service at Howgate Church. Family carolsled by Rev
lan Cathcart with refreshmentsin the hall afterwards.

11:30pm Watchnight Service at South Church. Doors open at
11:00pm.

Tuesday 25th Dec Christmas Day
11:15am All age Chiistmas Celebration Service

Sunday 30th Dec

11:15am Morning Service with activities for the children as there is
no S Club

7pm End of Year Praise Service
Sunday 6th Jan
S Club resumes

Scope Deadiine: Wed 23rd January 2008 . Artidesto: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please.

Scottish Charity SC011871 Penicuik South Parish Church
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Mum
Sure I miss my mum, my fiiend of 70 years.

She was my point of reference, correspondent, counsellor, suppository of
news.

All mothers carry, give birth, suckle and wean their young.

Could I be different? Am | so strange that | feel ourumbilical cord is still
attached, joining our souls, our destinies, though she hasfinally passed
on.

Her virtues of patience, tolerance, service, wisdom and restraint, have not
yet become habitual to me — that's still work in progress.

She haslong had confidence in me — I thrive on trust, encouragement.
She moted this plant, nurtured it and has seen growth.

She gifted me life twice over, once as a child, a boy, a man, and a son.
Once as a follower of Christ. As both of these, she still nourishes me.

We shared so much for so long | cannot shake the habit of walking in her
consciousness, in herlove, breathing her disposition. Enjoying her
constant companionship.

Poem by Jack Hutcheson

Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill

The Government isintroducing a new bill to sanction experiments to create
human-animal embryos in valious ways - such as fertilising animal eggs
with human sperm, transferring human DNA to animal eggs (a form of
cloning), and adding animal genes to human embryos. The bill will also
extend the scope of expeliments on (human) embryos. See www.spuc.org.
uk and www.care.org.uk for more details. Please consider helping to stop
these unethical procedures. E-petitions against the bill can be signed at:
http://petiions.pm.gov.uk/stemcell (deadline: 8 January 2008) and http://
petitions.pm.gov.uk/HybridEmbryos (deadline: 14 March 2008).

Paul Toms

“Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors”
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A Request

Belowis an extract of a message that came via the South Church website. It
is a request for information. Please speak to Joan (674276) if you might be
able to help.

Hi

| fell upon your site quite by accident (of which more in a second) and
congratulate you all, for an excellent browse. Unfortunately | have nothing to
add (to your ‘church history) and can only offer a request! The link that
brought me to the website was the appointment to cover the Rev lan Taylor's
service with the RAF of the Rev Millar Graham during WW2.

My great unde was born in the Co Durham in 1911 and christened Thomas
Millar Graham, but was known as Millar Graham. Unfortunately we have
absolutely no knowledge of himor hislife (other than a fabulous book called
“Bob the ranger” awarded to Millar Graham in 1927 for an essay written
about Beethoven, to mark the centenary of his death). The use of Millar as a
first name is extremely unusual and therefore the appearance of kirk minister
called Rev Millar Graham is intiguing. Does the kirk or anyone associated
with PSK have any recollection of the Rev Milar Graham or of his
background? Anything at all, just might, unravel the mystery!

Thanking you in anticipation and with kind regards

Graham Owens

Lochiehead Nativity Play
Fri 14th Dec to Tues 18th Dec, 4:45pm and 7:00pm

The Nativity Playisthe story of the birth of Jesus and the struggle between
right and wrong in our lives as illustrated by Archangel Michael and King
Herod. Yetitis entertainment for everyone and has live animals, particulaly
sheep and cattle, donkeys and horses, the splendour of the Three Kings
and the charm and simplicity of the shepherds on the hillside. Bring the
children and see the live baby Jesus. The ‘Inn’ opens for tea / coffee and
mince pies, half an hour before the start of all the perfformances (payment
required). Admission is by ticket only (adults £9, children £6, family £26).
Booking and information at: Laurel Cottage, Kirkton of Balmerino, Newport
on Tay, FHfe DD6 8SA, 01382 330039, julie.taylor28@virgin.net, www.
lochieheadnativityplay.com.
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Wanted: Church Flowers Organiser

This involves:

Making a rota of current team members and the names of those who
contiibute money or flowers and the dates theyfill up

Consulting the minister about forthcoming weddings

Ensuring the flowers get delivered by team members to folks who need
comforting, cheering up or are celebrating a happy event

Passing on the church key as needed, to put the flowersin for Sundays.

If you are interested then please speak to Mary Darling (675260) for more
details.

On behalf of the congregation, we would like to take this opportunity to
thank Lorna Robertson for all the work she has done in this role over
several years.

Bethany’s Caring Christmas Trees

Bethany’'s Winter Care Shelter has opened, providing hundreds of
homeless people with hot meals, a safe place to sleep and advice over the
winter. Money is needed to fund this life-saving service.

One way you can help support this is by buying your Christmas tree
from Bethany.

Buy a tree at www.caringchiistmastrees.com
Pass thisinformation on to all yourfriends and colleagues
Volunteer 4 hours of your time to help distribute the trees

Trees must be pre-ordered before the December deadline so visit the
website today! Contact: info@caringchiistmastrees.com or 0845 11187 33.

Thanks

Many thanks go to Mary Hunt forall the years she has faithfully handwritten
out labels for the Scope bundles prior to theirdelivery.

“If the church wants a better pastor, it only needs to pray for the one it has.”
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When | say, "l am a Christian

When | say, "l am a Christian,” I'm not shouting, "I've been saved!
I'm whispeting, "l getlost! That's why | chose this way"

When I say, "l am a Christian,” | don't speak with human pride
I'm confessing that | stumble-needing God to be my guide

When I say, "l am a Christian,” I'm nottrying to be strong
I'm professing that I'm weak and pray for strength to carry on

When | say, "l am a Christian,” I'm not bragging of success
I'm admitting that I've failed and cannot ever pay the debt

When I say, "l am a Christian,” Idon't think | know it all
| submit to my confusion asking humbly to be taught

When I say, "l am a Christian," I'm not daiming to be perfect
My flaws are far too visible but God believes I'm worth it

When | say, "l am a Christian," | still feel the sting of pain
| have my share of heartache which iswhy | seek His name

When I say, "l am a Christian,” I do not wish to judge
| have no autholity — | only know I'm loved

Copyright 1988 Carol Wimmer

Women's Group in West Street Hall
Wed 5th Dec at 7:30pm: Christmas meal
Wed 19th Dec at 2:30pm: Christmas carols and tea
Wed 9th Jan at 7:30pm: Love Russia with Ann and Andrew Dunsire
Wed 23rd Jan at 2:30pm: Bibles of China with Denise Halcrow
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To Shona, Lara and Shelley

As Christians we often get asked ‘do pets go to heaven?’. Although the
following story has no Biblical foundation, | feel that it is a good way of
illustrating what | believe and that is that pets go to heaven in our hearts
because no matter what, we never forget just how much they meant to us
and just what a huge gap theyleave in ourlives when they die.

| still feel the raw pain when | think about our three dogs to whom this is
dedicated and a great deal of gratitude for the joy and fun they brought to
me and my family.

We have two dogs at present called Misty and Monty and thank God for the
companionship and love they give to us all. This even applies when on a
cold wet and windy Saturday morning | take them for their walk as it is often
at such timesthat | see the deer | prayed aboutin church on Sun 18th Nov.
It certainly does give me comfort to think that Shona, Lara and Shelley are
waiting for me at the ‘Rainbow Bridge’.

Deborah Hall

Just this side of heaven is a place called Rainbow Bridge. When an animal
dies that has been especally dose to someone here, that pet goes to
Rainbow Bridge. There are meadows and hills for all of our special fiends
so they can run and play together. There is plenty of food, water and
sunshine, and our friends are warmand comfortable.

All the animals who had been ill and old are restored to health and vigour;
those who were hurt or maimed are made whole and strong again, just as
we remember themin ourdreams of days and times gone by.

The animals are happy and content, except for one small thing; they each
miss someone very special to them, who had to be left behind. They all run
and play together, but the day comes when one suddenly stops and looks
into the distance. His bright eyes are intent; His eager body quivers.
Suddenly he begins to mn from the group, flying over the green grass, his
legs carrying him faster and faster.

You have been spotted, and when you and your special friend finally meet,
you ding together in joyous reunion, never to be parted again. The happy
kisses rain upon your face; your hands again caress the beloved head, and
you look once more into the trusting eyes of your pet, so long gone from
your life but never absent from your heart. Then you cross Rainbow Bridge
together... (Author unknown — taken from www.petloss.com)
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