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Parish News 

· The baptism of Anna (baby daughter of Graham and Katrina McDonald) 
took place at the morning service on 29th October. We wish the family 
every blessing. 

· The baptism of Nicole Elliot (baby daughter of Stuart and Kim) took place 
at the morning service on 19th November. We wish the family every 
blessing. 

· We were sorry to hear of the death of one of our former members, Betty 
McNeill, whose funeral took place on Thursday 23rd November at the 
North Church. Betty’s husband, Jim, is very much in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

From the Kirk Session 

The Induction of Rev Ian Cathcart as our new minister is scheduled for 
Thursday 18th January 2007 at 7pm in the church. This will be a formal 
Presbytery occasion, for Howgate and ourselves, and as well as all the 
Presbytery representatives there will likely be some of Ian’s present 
congregation in Anstruther coming for the event. More details will be 
available nearer the time – but mark the date in your diaries! 

We heard a report from Presbytery on the church’s attitude to blessing civil 
partnerships, and legislation that had been proposed that would neither 
require a minister to perform such a blessing, nor condemn any minister 
who did so. The Presbytery voted clearly to reject the proposed legislation, 
arguing that the church ought to be clear about its attitude to civil 
partnerships before introducing legislation on the matter. 

We agreed that developments on the prayer front, and in the ‘Revival’ 
meetings on the last Friday of each month, should be pursued once the new 
minister is in place. We also agreed that the Watchnight offering should go 
to the Scripture Union appeal for developments at Lendrickmuir. 

As this was the last full Session meeting that would be conducted by 
Graham Duffin as Interim Moderator, Session thanked him warmly for all the 
time and effort he had put in to guiding us through the process of the 
‘vacancy’, and for his support during the process. 

Neil Cape (Session Clerk) 
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Caring Christmas Trees 

Do you put up a Christmas tree? An artificial one with 
no mess, or a real one with the lovely pine smell? You 
could buy a fir tree from Caring Christmas Trees and 
the cost of it wil l be donated to Bethany in Edinburgh. 

Each tree sold can provide a hot meal and B&B in a 
winter shelter for a homeless person. Trees are various 
sizes from 4ft to 8ft and can be collected at Ikea, the 
Gyle  or Cameron Toll, and other sites, on Friday 8th, 
Saturday 9th, Friday 15th or Saturday 16th of December. Ordering can be 
done on their website: www.caringchristmastrees.com or by phone (0845 
111 8733). 

“Last year’s tree looked superb and didn’t loose its needles, so I will 
certainly be ordering another one. I hope you’d like to support Bethany in 
this way too.” (Mary Darling from Penicuik). 

                              Church Flowers: A Big Thankyou!  

I would like to thank all those who have been involved with, and those who 
have faithfully supported the flower team effort with the provision of fresh 
flowers for the church every Sunday throughout the year.  

Due to some necessary changes to the rota in 2007, there are a few months 
where we find ourselves with very little or no support at all. It would be 
wonderful and very much appreciated if more donators could be encouraged 
to come forward and offer their help however small. 

This help could be anything from providing and arranging the flowers on a 
few Sundays throughout the year, to a simple donation towards supplying 
fresh flowers for a particular Sunday. All support would be most welcome. If 
anyone is interested, please speak to me at church or contact me on 01721 
730787. Many thanks. 

Lorna Robertson 

Tea and Coffee Rota 

The new rota beginning 2007 is now up in the fellowship area (behind the 
current one). Please consider signing up for a regular monthly slot or 
whenever you can. Thank you. 
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Woodland Trust Christmas Card Recycling Scheme 

In 2006 there was tremendous support for this 
scheme with more than 82 million cards collected 
and recycled – that’s 1,630 tonnes of rubbish 
diverted from landfill and a massive 41% increase 
on the previous year. 

From 2nd – 31st January 2007 WH Smith will be 
collecting in their mainland stores and Tesco will be collecting in most 
stores, so there will be plenty of opportunities for everyone to recycle their 
cards again in 2007. 

Christmas Outreach 

We are going to distribute invitations to the Carol Service on December 17th 
to a number of folks known to us who for various reasons have not been 
around church for a while. If you would like to help with this – addressing 
envelopes and/or delivering them by hand please contact Joan as soon as 
possible. 

We hope to have an opportunity to sing carols at Tesco’s and possibly 
Somerfields at some time before Christmas – not in order to collect money 
but to give away leaflets and a small gift. We do not yet have permission or 
a date to do this, but if you would like to be involved, please give your name 
to Joan or to Sheila Anderson. 

Look in your pockets! 

Before I hand over all the ‘Fabric’ responsibilities to Bill Bruce, I’d like to 
check the register of who holds keys for the church, church halls or 32 West 
Street. All of the keys are Yale type, with the name Duncan McLaren on 
them, and a key number (starting with a C, D, E or G). Please would you let 
me know which keys you have (with their codes) and if you are not needing 
them any longer, please would you return them to me – we’re already short 
of a key for 32 West Street, and I’d rather use one of the ‘unused’ ones than 
get new ones made – being security keys, this is not as simple as getting 
them copied. Many thanks, Neil Cape (674276 or email 
capefamily@talktalk.net) 
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Christmas Arrangements 

Sunday 10th December, 4:30pm: Children’s service in South 
Kirk. Specially designed for families with younger children (pre 
and primary school)  – come and share the message of 
Christmas in an atmosphere of fun, in the one service of the year 
where noise and nonsense are actively encouraged! There will be 
a surprise at the end of the service! 

Sunday 17th December, 11:15am  All age Gift service and 
Christmas presentation, led by Rev Frances Henderson. This is 
the service to which you are all invited to bring gifts which will be 
given to needy children in Craigmillar. 

Sunday 17th December, 7:00pm:  Christmas carols old and 
new – the Christmas story presented in words and music, with a 
short message from Bill Chalmers of the City Mission. A service 
to invite your friends and family along to, even if they go to no 
other service in the year! There will be invitations available in the 
church: please take some if you know anyone who might like to 
join us. 

Sunday 24th December, 11:15am:  All age worship for 
Christmas Eve. There is no service at 7pm. 

Sunday 24th December, 6:30pm in Howgate Church:  Family 
carols led by Rev Frances Henderson. Tea afterwards in the hall. 

Sunday 24th December, 11:30pm in South Kirk:  Watchnight 
service. Doors open at 11:00pm; Offering to go to the work of 
Scripture Union in developing their centre at Lendrickmuir – a 
place from which a number of our younger members have 
benefited. 

Monday 25th December, 11:15am:  All age Christmas 
celebration. 

Sunday 31st December, 11:15 am:  Morning service. 

Sunday 31st December, 7:00pm:  End of year Praise service 
“Looking back, and looking forward”. 
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“The Purpose of Life” 

People want to know what is the purpose of life? In a nutshell, li fe is 
preparation for eternity. We were made to last forever, and God wants us to 
be with Him in Heaven. 

One day my heart is going to stop, and that will be the end of my body-- but 
not the end of me. I may live 100 years on earth, but I am going to spend 
infinity in eternity. This is the warm-up act - the dress rehearsal. 

God wants us to practice on earth what we will do forever in eternity. We 
were made by God and for God, and until you figure that out, life isn't going 
to make sense. 

Life is a series of problems:  Either you are in one now, you're just coming 
out of one, or you're getting ready to go into another one. The reason for this 
is that God is more interested in your character than your comfort. God is 
more interested in making your l ife holy than He is in making your life happy. 

We can be reasonably happy here on earth, but that's not the goal of life. 
The goal is to grow in character, in Christ-likeness. No matter how good 
things are in your life, there is always something bad that needs to be 
worked on. And no matter how bad things are in your life, there is always 
something good you can thank God for. 

You can focus on your purposes, or you can focus on your problems. If you 
focus on your problems, you're going into self-centeredness, "which is: - my 
problem, my issues, my pain." But one of the easiest ways to get rid of pain 
is to get your focus off yourself and onto God and others. 

You have to learn to deal with both the good and the bad of life. Actually, 
sometimes learning to deal with the good is harder. I don't think God gives 
you money or notoriety for your own ego or for you to live a life of ease. 

We need to ask ourselves: Am I going to live for possessions? Popularity? 
Am I going to be driven by pressure s? Guilt? Bitterness? Materialism? Or 
am I going to be driven by God's purposes (for my life)? 

When I get up in the morning, I sit on the side of my bed and say, God, if I 
don't get anything else done today, I want to know You more and love You 
better. Please fill  me with the Holy Spirit. God didn't put me on earth just to 
fulfill  a to-do list. He's more interested in what I am than what I do.  That's 
why we're called human beings, not human doings. 

Happy moments, PRAISE GOD. Difficult moments, SEEK GOD. Quiet 
moments, WORSHIP GOD. 
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The Quiz Night 

Wed 22nd November saw the return of the Penicuik South Church annual 
Quiz Night!  What a night it turned out to be too! With fierce competition, the 
defending Champs from North Kirk, found it difficult to retain their title. In the 
end it was a very close run contest with the St James’ Warblers stealing a 
win by one point! They went on to lift the prestigious hamper and we look 
forward to welcoming them back next year to defend their title. An excellent 
selection of home made baking also contributed to a most enjoyable 
evening. Thanks to all who supported the quiz night.  

Date for your diary:  

We will be holding a Burns Evening/Ceilidh on Saturday 20 January 2007  
in West Street Hall. This is an evening for adults only. Final details will be 
announced at a later date but make sure you keep the date free so you can 
come along and dance your shoes off!  Watch this space. 

Alison, Carrie, Catriona, Gill, Lynn, Mary      

Lothian Taize Group 

We are an ecumenical group of Christians who meet once a month for quiet, 
meditative worship, prayer and reflection. You are most welcome to join us 
at our next meeting on Friday 26th January 2007 7:30pm at St Martin’s, 
Tranent. 

Women's Group Meetings  

· 6th Dec 7:30pm in the hall: Christmas meal 

· 20th Dec 2:30pm in the hall: Christmas carols and tea 

· 10th Jan 7:30pm in the hall: Bible study with Joyce MacLean 

· 17th Jan 2:30pm in the hall: Keep-fit / relaxation with Marjorie Bisset 
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Children's Christmas Activity Afternoon 

Sun 3rd Dec 2:30pm to 4:30pm West St. Hall 

We will be making Christmas cards, crackers, bookmarks, decorating boxes 
and lots more. Cost is £3 per child including a snack. Names in advance to 
Alison Herd (672589). 

S Club News 

Collection Update - ‘Glorious Food’: Our Collection from this term will be 
sent to the Tearfund project ‘Glorious Food’ and to date the children have 
collected £94.00. Well done for this great effort.  

Next Term: We will be supporting a project run by Operation Mobilisation 
called ‘GLOBAL kids India’. This project not only raises money to build 
schools for the  ’Dalit’ Children or ‘Untouchables’ of India but also makes our 
children aware of their world and the needs of others and we pray that they 
will be excited about furthering God’s Kingdom. In January, we will be giving 
out information packs for the children telling them all about the project. You 
can also read about the project on the OM website www.globalkids.com.org.  

Sun 17th Dec 11:15am - Gift Service and Nativity play presented by 
Crèche, S Club and Youth Church.  

Sun 7th Jan - S Club resumes with a Welcome Back Party in the hall at 
11am. Please bring children to the hall for 11am and collect at the normal 
time. We will be having games, party food, puppets and lots of fun!  

New Year’s Eve 

This year, New Year’s Eve falls on a Sunday night. Some years in the past 
we have organised a New Year party in the hall – if there are people who 
would like to join in such an event we can easily arrange something. If you 
would like to come to a New Year’s party in the hall this year please give 
your name to Joan or Neil Cape (674276) as soon as possible, and we’ll 
see if there are enough of us to make it viable. 
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Mission and Discipleship  

If your perception of Presbytery and its committees is a negative one, I 
encourage you to keep an open mind. On Thursday 16th November, together 
with other presbytery representatives and ministers from all over Scotland, I 
attended an all day meeting in the Netherbow: Scottish Storytelling Centre  
on the Royal Mile.  

We discussed how the Church of Scotland’s Mission and Discipleship 
Council (MDC) could better help to support and encourage our 
congregations throughout Scotland in nurture, worship, mission and 
evangelism and to serve the needs of their local communities. 

I was greatly encouraged and motivated by the events of the day which 
included reports, small group discussions, a tour of the excellent and 
recently refurbished facilities at the Netherbow, lunch and a closing plenary 
se ssion.  

The MDC encompasse s task groups in Mission and Evangelism, Education 
and Nurture, Worship and Doctrine, Youth Strategy, Fresh Start, Church Art 
and Architecture, and Publishing which includes the new St Andrew’s Press,  
Life and Work and Pray Now.   

It was also good to chat over coffee and lunch with folk who love the Lord 
from all over Scotland from Stornoway in the north, Skye in the west, 
Cowdenbeath,  Anstruther and even out with Scotland, from Brussels and 
from overseas.  

Further details of the MDC’s work can be found at: www.churchofscotland.
org.uk/councils/missiondisciple/mdmission.htm. 

James McClean 

PS: I would encourage you to drop in to the Storytelling Centre whether 
you’re young or just young at heart. See a short appreciation of its facil ities 
below. 

Scottish Storytelling Centre  

The Scottish Storytelling Centre opened on the Royal Mile 1st June 2006. 
Replacing the former Netherbow Arts Centre and incorporating John Knox 
House, the Storytelling Centre is a 21st century partnership between the 
Church of Scotland and the Scottish Storytell ing Forum and is also home to 
the Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office.  
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Funding for the new centre came from a variety of public bodies. Its facilities 
include John Knox House: Inside History (permanent exhibition), the 
Netherbow Theatre (for conferences and performances), the George 
Mackay Brown Education centre, The Storytell ing Court and Café, Scriptaid 
Resources, StorySource Resources, traditions and skil ls storytelling training 
and art of the parish (facilitating local development). 

The open plan storytelling court area can be partitioned into a smaller area 
for school or Church Sunday club groups. The wall has a whole host of 
events and stories portrayed from Scottish history not as pictures but as little 
scenes with model figures. One of the most popular is the one of the 
Scottish missionary, Mary Slessor of Calabar. The Storyteller’s chair came 
from Burma. Its arms are from 2 farmer’s ploughs and its support across the 
base is from an oxen yoke. Behind the chair is a blue curtain depicting 
scenes from Scottish, Celtic Christianity on one side and at the other the star 
of Bethlehem. Outside the garden is a special ‘green lung’ area for children 
to picnic and let off steam. There is also a large circular stone seating area 
and it is surrounded by some of Edinburgh’s oldest historic buildings. 

It’s a great place to bring children’s groups and is especially good during the 
summer months. Also if you’re an adult and having a browse around the 
Parliament and Dynamic Earth end of town why not park at the NCP car 
park close by and walk up the close adjoining Moray House and you’re soon 
at the Netherbow. Drop in for a coffee and scones. More info at: www.
scottishstorytell ingcentre.co.uk. 

James McClean 
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Revival Meetings: One Year On 

“Since we have the confidence to enter the Most Holy Place, let us draw 
near to God.” (Hebrews 10:19). 

These meetings have been taking place on the last Friday of every month in 
West St. Hall for a year now. Although on occasions we have been few in 
number, we have always felt God’s blessing each time and have been 
touched by his presence with us. 

The evenings start at 7:30pm with tea/coffee and a chat, and then at 8pm 
we begin. We always have a song list prepared and practiced beforehand 
however if the plan was simply to ‘get through the songs’ we would be 
missing the whole point of the evening. We use the song list simply as a 
very loose framework because our fundamental desire is to catch on to 
what God is doing and to follow him. 

Having said this, I have to be honest and say that our meetings up till  now 
have always pretty much followed our song list to the end. But, I believe that 
this will change. Can you imagine one day perhaps, half-way through the 
first song, the presence of God fall ing so powerfully upon us that the song 
list just goes in the bin? Is that just a fanciful dream? Oh to taste of the living 
waters! 

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank those who regularly come along 
and especially to Alan Rennie who sets the equipment up for us and also 
Stephen Elson who accompanies Caroline on guitar. 

Paul and Caroline 

Revival Meetings  

Fri 29th December and Fri 26th January 

at 7:30pm, West St Hall  

Are you hungry for more of God. Are you 
thirsty for the 'living waters'? So are we. 

Come and join us as we see k the Lord's presence and revival. Tea and 
coffee will be served at the beginning and the end. More details from Paul 
Toms (670483). 
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Christian Aid: The Greatest Gift 

However hard we search inside our Christmas stockings, we won’t find the 
essence of Christmas. We can’t find the true meaning of the season under a 
Christmas tree. In fact, we may find that the layers of wrapping paper make 
‘finding’ Christmas even harder. 

But giving gifts is at the centre of our Christmas celebration. Present-buying 
may have become tangled up in consumerism, but that doesn’t mean we 
can’t enjoy being able to give to each other out of love. After all, God loves 
to give good gifts: ‘If you then … know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to 
those who ask him!’ (Matthew 7:11) 

‘Mary gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in the manger, because there was no room for them in the 
inn.’ (Luke 2:7) 

What would Mary have wanted as a gift that first Christmas? Shelter? A 
midwife to help her safely through the birth? A secure income for Joseph, so 
he could support his family? Today, there are many people whose needs 
are like Mary’s – the refugee fleeing conflict or natural disaster, those who 
are working to support their families in desperately difficult circumstances, 
people giving birth without access to basic medical care. 

The Story of Hismi 

At this time of year our thoughts turn to the Holy Land, to a place of conflict 
which is so intimately tied up with Christmas. But even in the midst of 
division and trouble there are reasons to be grateful – and signs of other 
people’s generosity. 

Hismi Bisnak is in her 80s and has received medical care from a mobile 
clinic, run by Christian Aid partners in the West Bank. What is so wonderful 
is that this clinic is organised jointly by Israelis and Palestinians – people we 
would usually expect to be in conflict. Every weekend, Israeli doctors and 
nurses volunteer their time for Physicians for Human Rights and, alongside 
the Palestinian Medical Relief Society, offer basic medical care and 
treatment to vil lages in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. They come 
together because meeting the basic human need for health is more 
important than the political divisions that separate them. As Hismi says, 
‘whoever cures me is my friend.’ 

If you want to give to Christian Aid this Christmas or find out more, go to: 
www.christianaid.org.uk. 
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Age 63 

Children Marion (27), married and 
living in Fife. Ewan (26), 
Moira (23) and Alice (16)  
all living at home. 

How long at SK About 7 years. 

What I lov e 
about SK 

The praise and worship. 

Fav ourite praise 
songs  

Although I like modern 
praise songs, my favourite is the hymn “Be Thou my 
Vision”. We sang it at our wedding but missed out the 
verse “Be Thou my battle shield, sword for the fight”. 

Fav ourite food Linda McCartney sausages and mashed potato. 

Fav ourite 
holiday 
destination 

Each summer I take a week touring Speedway Tracks 
in England and Wales visiting places such as 
Eastbourne, Isle of Wight, Poole, Weymouth and 
Plymouth. 

Fav ourite 
pastime 

Watching Speedway Racing. 

Fav ourite book I don’t read many books but possibly “The Day of the 
Triffids” by John Wyndham. 

Fav ourite film “The Student Prince”. The music is bril liant, the singing 
(by Mario Lanza) is fantastic and the story is both funny 
and poignant. The ending always brings tears to my 
eyes. 

Inspiring 
scripture 

1 Thessalonians 5:13-18. As a Christian I feel it is 
important to have an assurance that death is not the 
end and that Christ will come back for us. 

Getting to know our S-Club Leader: 
Charles Tulloch 



15 

Fav ourite 
sermon 

I don’t have a particular favourite however I do have a 
book of sermons by William Laing who was my great 
grandfather. In one of his sermons (which were written 
in the 19th century) he predicted that the Jewish people 
would get Israel back (just as it happened in 1947). I 
thought this was an amazing piece of prophecy. 

Being S-Club 
leader means 

Every Sunday morning I arrive at the hall at 10:30am to 
ensure everything is prepared for S-Club. We usually 
have everything set up by 10:50am after which we pray 
for 10 minutes and then walk down to the church. Apart 
from preparing my lesson each week and chairing a 
meeting every 6 weeks or so, I have very little else to 
do as I have an excellent administrator in Gill 
Mackintosh. To be honest, if I hadn’t have had Gill ’s 
help and support, I probably would not have taken on 
the position. 

Other church 
activ ities 

I attend the evening service regularly. I have started 
attending Revival Meetings and have attended Rachel 
Hogg’s housegroup. 

Prayer for SK That Ian Cathcart and his family will settle in well in 
Penicuik and that he will be able to bring all in the 
church to unity. Also that the church will grow in 
numbers and that outreach and worship will return to 
how they once were, before the difficult times came 
upon us all. 
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G ood question! People have all different ideas as to what worship is, 
how it should be done and why we do it at all. 

On Saturday 11 November I went along with Hector Mackenzie and 
Liam Hudson to a conference in Falkirk which was being led by Bryn 
Haworth on this very subject. Some of you may remember the Christmas 
concerts he did a couple of years ago in the South Church. 

Now for those of you who know me, Bryn is a bit of an idol of mine! This is 
for good reason, as not only is he a fine guitarist and musician, but he has 
such a heart for God and is one of the best worship leaders around today. 
He has had a major influence on how I play and approach leading worship. 

The day started with Bryn leading some worship and then going on to 
explore why we worship as Christians. His main biblical character reference 
was King David, and he went on to explain how David used his skill in music 
to not only lead others to praise God but also used his music to bring 
healing into situations. The story of how David played his harp while King 
Saul was in a rage was a good example of how music can bring a calm into 
a situation. It was good to hear as our own worship group here in the South 
Church have that same desire to help others to come into God’s presence 
and be able to express themselves in a personal way. I know we sometimes 
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don’t get things quite right but, as in any area of serving we are continually 
growing and learning from our mistakes.  

Bryn also spoke about having the right heart for leading. Making sure that it 
was God’s call ing to be involved in worship leading, and making sure that it 
was not a performance. He also spoke about the harmony that needs to 
exist between trained and non-trained musicians. 

Worship and praise is in a completely different dimension to secular 
performance music. By that he meant it’s what comes from the person’s 
heart and not their musical ability that draws other people into God’s 
presence. That’s not to say that we shouldn’t practise and offer the best 
quality of music, but it does mean that there is no room for ego tripping. I’m 
particularly thankful to the musicians we have in the South Church who are 
trained to a standard I could never hope to achieve, but who have a humility 
to patiently work with myself and others who are at different places on the 
ability scale. The main aim is to work together as a team to do God’s work.  

Bryn finished the day by giving a concert to which many people, Christian 
and non-Christian had been invited. His way of sharing his faith in such a 
relaxed way is something that never fails to impress and inspire me. 

I really hope and pray that in the days to come, and especially as we start a 
new stage in our church life with Ian and his family that our worship can lead 
us deeper into God’ presence and that there we can find a hope and 
certainty and healing that can only come from God. 

If you would like any more information about Bryn and his music you can 
have a word with me and I’ll  give you his web address.  

Thanks for taking the time to read this. 

Andrew Dunsire 
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Fischy Music Concert 

Sat 2nd December 2pm to 4pm, St Bride’s Centre, Edinburgh 

Fischy Music are holding this concert in order to launch the new album 
“Why”. Tickets from the Fischy Office (0131 551 1005). Adults £6, children 
aged 3 to 6 £4, under 3’s free. 

Celebrate Recovery Christmas Party 

Thurs 21st Dec 7pm to 9pm in West St. Hall 

Please come along and support this life changing programme. Come along 
and find out more. Your life will never be the same. If you suffer from hurt's, 
hang-ups or have a habit you which to be free from this is the place for you. 
We look forward to seeing you!  

Celebrate Recovery 

A Christ-Centred, 12-Step Programme 

We meet every Thursday evening in West St. Hall. Doors open 6:30pm for 
7pm start. We are currently in Week 30 of the 52 week programme. In the 
month of December we will look at: Victory, Making Amends, Forgiveness 
and Grace. In early January we will start a new Step meeting for ladies. 
Please watch out of notification of the start date. 

If you have been hurt by life, have a hang-up or a habit you wish to be free 
from, please do consider coming along to CR and experience the healing 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ. We look forward to seeing you! 

CR Leadership  
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Gate of the Year 

‘I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, “Give me a light that I 
may tread safely into the unknown.” And he replied, “Go out into the 
darkness, and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you 
better than light, and safer than a known way.”’ (Minnie Louise Haskins) 

Off Colour? 

Mission Aviation’s Flights are a lifeline for people in Keew and similar 
vil lages in southern Sudan. They bring just about everything that’s needed – 
medical equipment, educational materials, essential supplies to mend water 
pumps and generators and staff from Christian Mission Aid CMA). 

In June, pilot Roland Sedimeier flew Audrey Scott and her friend Liz to Keew 
to work at the CMA health clinic. Liz had a fear of flying, but Roland landed 
the plane so softly on the dirt strip that Liz did not even realise they were on 
the ground! 

Liz ran a clinic at which a small girl refused to see her and ran away 
screaming. When she was eventually persuaded back, she touched Liz’s 
face saying something in the Nuer language at which the locals laughed!  
The girl had looked at Liz’s white skin and asked her mother, “Did God 
forget to colour her in?” (Adapted from MAF December magazine.) 

Submitted by Denis Halcrow 

Origin Scotland—Christmas Celebration 

Sat 9th Dec at the Usher Hall 

Join the Exile Rock Gospel Choir and Orchestra in a celebration of 
Christmas. Tickets from £9 (£7.50 concessions). Details at www.inexile.net. 
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Scope Deadline: 21st January . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor) (paul.
toms@tiscali.co.uk, 670483) or James McClean (673635) or Mary Darling 
(675260) please. 

 

Diary 

Day Date Time Where What 

Sat 2nd Dec  2pm St Bride’s Ctr Fischy Music Concert 

Sun 3rd Dec  2:30pm Hall Children’s Christmas Activity 
Party 

Sat 9th Dec  9am 32 West St Christmas Breakfast 

Sat 9th Dec eve Usher Hall Christmas Celebration 

Sun 10th Dec  4:30pm Church Children’s Service 

Sun 17th Dec  11:15am Church All-Age Gift Service 

Sun 17th Dec  7pm Church Christmas story in words/
music 

Thurs 21st Dec  7pm Hall CR Christmas Party 

Sun 24th Dec  6:30pm Howgate Carol Service 

Sun 24th Dec  11:30pm Church Watchnight Service 

Fri 29th Dec  7:30pm Hall Revival Meeting 

Thurs 18th Jan  7pm Church Induction of Rev. Ian Cathcart 

Fri 26th Jan  7:30pm Hall Revival Meeting 

Sat 20th Jan eve Hall Burns Evening/Ceilidh 


