


Minister’s Letter
Hello again,

If I didn’t get a chance to say it to you in person last week, | hope you had a
really good Easter and there were lots of things to enjoy, engross and
engage. And ifit was a time when you could get some quality time with the
grandchildren | hope they didn’'t wear you out too much. My mother-in{aw
has a poem, pinned to the kitchen wall no less, which reads as follows:

As grandparents are often heard to say, the great thing about being a
grandparent is that while your grandchildren are handed to you, being a
grandparent means you get to hand them backl Many people can feel
similiady about the big Christian festivals. And while Easter many not have
the same build up as Christmas, it still puts a fairly big demand on the
person doing the shopping and the cooking ... and the person who has to
make sure the right chocolate eggs are bought! It can get to the point where
we are happy to see the ‘ail lights' of Easter so we can get back to normal.

The Christian calendar is there to ensure that big stuff gets dealt with
reasonably often but doesn’t so overwhelm us that we over focus on some
things at the expense of others. We need to engage with the fact that God
became a human being; that the atonement was made for us by Jesus and
only by Jesus; that we are adopted into the Father's family forever and will
be with in Heaven for eternity.

But the reality is still obvious: the daily routine that we all have can be at
least as powerful to illuminate the God of grace as the big festivals. As |
recall an architect commenting on one particular design, God isin the detail;
the everyday can be boring but it doesn’t have to be. Finding God isn't just
constrained to the big festivals. They have their place but finding God in the
pattern of each day | feel isa skill our wodd deprives us of all too often.

Carpe diem (seize the day)is an age old Christian teaching that we need to,
well, sieze! Hallowing the everyday responsibliies and duties; seeing our
faith revealed in our daily routine has gone out of fashion significantly.
Seeing the small day-by-day opportunities and siezing them for God is
where we’ll find our faith in its most undiluted form. That’s where we will see



the advance and maturing in our faith most readily — espedially when we
look back over forty, eighty or 120 days of small daily advances. So waiting
for the next big conference or the next big speaker or the next big Chiistian
festival so often fails to do justice to scripture. We already have all that we
need to follow our Saviour victoriously.

Certainly if you are waiting for Easter to be this early again it will mean a
long waitindeed. | read that Easter hasn't been thisearly since 1913 —and
the next ime Easter will be the 23™ of March it will be 2160! In fact, since
we are on the subject, the eariest Easter can be is the 22™ of March; but
don’t hold your breath, that wont becoming round until 2285!

The pointis the most important date is today’s; not yesterday’s blessing
from God; not tomorrow’s promise of God; but today - God’s gift — that's
why they call it the present. It's what you do with each new day’s gift that
counts. Carpe diem.

Yoursin Him, lan Cathcart

Parish News

Sat 23rd February: Katy Isobel was born to Graham and Katima
McDonald.

Sat 15th March: Natascha Scholz and Julian House were married.

Sun 30th March: Ross and Mary Hadwen’s daughter, Lucy (orn 21
Dec 2007) was baptised.

During the 3rd week of March, Phyllis Neil of 34 Woodside Drive died.
Sun 16th March: Baby Niamh Wood was baptised.

Tongue Wagging

We have been studying James at the evening services at South Church. He
has a lot to say about how we must tame the tongue and of how much
damage can be done by the uncontrolled tongue. | came upon this little
guote recently and it appealed to me: “The reason a dog has so many
friendsis that he wags his tail instead of his tongue”.

Mairi Tulloch



Annual Report—Extra
The following 2 reports escaped the Annual Report last month (Ed).

4™ penicuik Guides

What a fantastic year for the Unit! We have grown from strength to strength
and had so much fun throughout the whole year.

There are now 35 Guides, 4 adult Leaders, 2 pre-warrant Young Leaders
and 2 Senior Section Young Leaders.

2007 had been a very busy year indeed. We started the year by looking
after our ‘field of hope’. You can see the daffodils we planted in the spring
outside the church hall.

We took part in many things over the year, the local horticultural show,
disability awareness week, the Thinking Day event, a Japanese doll festival,
international peace day. We had the fire brigade in to give usa talk (I think
the Leaders enjoyed this night more than the girls!).

We completed a few badges in the Unit too — water safety, the right to be
heard, craft and an African challenge.

We didn’t go to camp this year as we have been fundraising hard for our big
camp next year —we will be off to Disneyland Parisin January!

To raise the money for our trip we have bag packed, made and sold our
own recipe book, held stallsin all of the street fairs, had a car at the car
boot sale, completed a bob-a-job month. And many more. Every cold day
standing outside will have been worth it when we getto Disney.

Seven of our older gils completed their Baden Powell award and were
presented with their badges and certificates. This is the highest award they
can get with usin the Unit. They all worked very hard and | am very proud of
all of them. Next year will be even busier! Watch this space....

Nikk Smith

House Groups

South Church continues to be blessed by God in having a large nhumber of
vibrant house groups. This year we have had on average 12 groups
meeting, with some disbanding and some new ones forming. Posters in the
vestibules have been updated giving the current list of groups and the



leaders. Our intention is to continue to update these at regular
intervals. There are also leaflets for taking away which outline the aims and
vision for house groups. The broad vision for the groups remains the
same. We long to see people in South Church grow in their faith and
develop loving supportive relationships through worship, fellowship, reading
of God’s words and prayer. We believe that spiritual growth (becoming more
like Jesusthrough the power of the Holy Spiiit) is helped greatly by being in
a small group, so we encourage as many of our members/adherents/
frequenters as possible to join a group.

We have beenin a period of change in recent months with 9 house groups
choosing to participate in the Freedom in Christ (FIC) course. With Johnnie
being away training for the Ministry, the task of owverseeing the House
Groups Team ministry has been with Kate. She is also currently leading a
group through the 13 week FIC course along with other leaders who have
done the course last year. South Church are very fortunate to have leaders
who give of their ime and energy to ensure that groups can meet and grow
together however we are aware that there is a need to “grow” more leaders.

It is clear that there is a need to consider training for existing and potential
house group leaders. At the elders away day last autumn, lan set out his
vision and strategy for South Church based on the results of our recent
Church Development Report. After the church has completed FIC the
intention is to work on discovering and developing Spiritual Gifts within the
congregation. It is the intention therefore to have a training day for House
group leaders which will focus on developing gifts through the house
groups. We are not sure yet when this can be scheduled in, as there may be
a need to un more FIC courses in the autumn of this year. It has become
clear to us that we should step down in the summer from the leadership of
the House Groups Team aswe need to devote our energiesto training and
preparation for ministry.

We would ask you to pray that God will reveal the next person or people he
wants to lead this important area of ministry within the Church.

Kate and Johnnie Humphrey

Women's Group in West Street Hall
Wed 2nd April at 7:30pm: AGM




Love Russia Coffee Morning
Sat 26th April at 10am in West St. Hall

“Love Russia” celebrate 15 years of mission work with the orphaned
children in Russia. This year, volunteers going to Russia are Helen and
George Hogg and returning volunteers Ann and Andrew Dunsire. The
South Church has been very supportive and generous in helping this
cause. We, in the spirit of Christian fellowship, thank you for your past
commitment and ask that prayer and practical support is continued to be
freely given. Therefore, to raise funds for Love Russia, it is intended to
have a Coffee Morning following on from the similar successful event held
last year. We will need help as follows:

Bring your friends and family along on the day
Volunteersto bake and supply cakes etc
Volunteers to serve coffee

Prayer supporn

If you can help, please contact Helen or George 673041).

An Old Man’s Dream

Since leaving the Military in 1946 | have been an
agnostic and hawve fallen out with the church until
about 20 months ago when | was invited by Alistair
Cowper to come to Celebrate Recovery. 1did go and
| found it had an ongoing effect on me and so | kept
going. Thisresulted in me going to the South Church
with the Cowper family.

Then Alistair persuaded me to go to a ‘Christianity
Exposed’ study group at Ruth Aird’s house. This
caused me to come doser to God and after reading
that part of the Bible that tells of Jesus getting baptised in the River Jordan
by John, | felt that thiswas also for me. Ruth’s church in Edinburgh happens
to do full immersion baptism in waterand so having thought about this for 12
months, | pursued the matter with Ruth. And so on the 2nd March 2008 at
Bruntsfield Evangelistic Church, | was baptised. The feeling of being with
God was instant and glorious, probably the most blessed day of my life
which all my fiends will agree with me on. A day to be remembered for the
rest of my life. Many thanks and God bless you all.

Eddie




THE BELL
I KNOW WHO | AM
lam God's child (John 1:12)
lam Christ's friend (John 15:15)
lam united with the Lord(1 Cor. 6:17)
I am boug ht with a price(1 Cor. 6:19-20)
lam a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
lam a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8)
lam the salt & light of the earth (M att.5:13-14)
lam a member of the body of Christ(1C or 12:27)
lam free forever fromcondemnation ( Rom. 8: 1-2)
lam a citizen of Heawen. | amsignificant ( Phil.3:20)
Iam free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31 -34)
lam a minister of reconciliation for God(2 Cor.5:17-21)
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18)
Iam seated with Christ in the heavenlyrealms (Eph. 2:6)
I cannot be separated from thelove of God( Rom.8:35-39)
lam established, anointed, sealed by God (2Cor.1:21-22)
lam assured al | things wor k tog ether for good (Rom. 8: 28)
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16)
I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12)
I can doall things through C hrist who strengthens me ( Phil. 4:13)

Iam the branch of the true \Vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5)
lam God'stemple(1Cor. 3: 16). | amcompletein Christ (Col. 2: 10)
lam hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). | have beenjustified (Romans 5:1)
lam God's co-worker (1 Cor.. 3:9; 2Cor 6:1). | amGod's wor kmanship(Eph. 2:10)
I am confident that the g ood works God has begunin me will be perfected. (Phil 1: 5)
I have been redeemed and forgiven(Col.1:14). have been adopted as God's child(Eph 1:5)
Ibelong to God
Do you know
who you are!?

1
"The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the LORD tur n His face toward you
andgive you peace..”

Advance Notice: International Leaders School of Min  istry
5th—9th May at Bethshan Church, New castle

Speakers are John and Carol Arnott (founding pastors of Toronto Airport
Christian Fellowship). Thisis for leaders and also anyone who has a desire
for greater intimacy and healing in the Lord. Detalls at www.
bethshanchurch.net




Contemplative Prayer

“God finds amidst the crowd, a few people who follow him, just to be near
him, just to dwell in His presence. A longing in the heart of God maybe
satisfied by these people. I will let God know that | seek just to dwell in His
presence, to be near Hm, not so much for teaching or a message, as just
for Him. It maybe that the longing of the human heart to be loved for itselfis
something caught fromthe Father heart of God. This reminds me of a story
| read many years ago which had a great impact on my prayer life. ‘A
peasant had formed the habit of slipping into a certain church at a certain
time of day with dockwork regulaiity. There, day by day he would sit and
apparently do nothing. The parish priest observed this regular, silent visitor.
One day, unable to contain his curiosity anylonger, he asked the old man
why he came to the church alone, day in, day out, why waste histime in this
way. The old man looked at the priest and with a loving twinkie in his eye
gave this explanation. “I look at Him, He looks at me, and we tell each other
that we love each other”. Thisis contemplative prayer in a nutshell.

(Taken from “Listening to God” by Joyce Huggett—a book | would highly
recommend to anyone interested in this type of prayer).

Mairi Tulloch

Keys for Church Properties

We would like to compile an accurate register of everyone who holds a key
to access one of the church properties (Church, West Street Hall, 32 West
Street). If you have one of these keys, please let me know what number is
stamped onit. Also, if you have a key which you no longer require, can you
please return it to me? You can fing me on 678527. Thanks.

Bill Bruce

The Duck and the Devil

There was a litle boy visiting his grandparents on their farm. He was given
a slingshot to play with outin the woods. He practiced in the woods, but he
could never hit the target. Getting a litle discouraged, he headed back for
dinner. As he was walking back he saw Grandma's pet duck Just out of
impulse, he let the slingshot fly, hitthe duck square in the head and killed it.
He was shocked and grieved! In a panic, he hid the dead duckin the wood



pile; only to see his sister watching! Sally had seen it all, but she said
nothing.

After lunch the next day Grandma said, 'Sally, let's wash the dishes. But
Sally said, 'Grandma, Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen.'
Then she whispered to him, 'Remember the duck?' So Johnny did the
dishes. Later that day, Grandpa asked if the children wanted to go fishing
and Grandma said, 'I'm sorry but | need Sally to help make supper.' Sally
just smiled and said, 'Well that's all right because Johnny told me he wanted
to help'. She whispered again, 'Remember the duck?' So Sally went fishing
and Johnny stayed to help.

After several days of Johnny doing both his chores and Sallys, he finally
couldn't stand it any longer. He came to Grandma and confessed that he
had kiled the duck Grandma knelt down, gave him a hug and said,
'‘Sweetheart, | know. You see, | was standing at the window and | saw the
whole thing, but because I love you, | forgave you. | was just wondering how
long you would let Sally make a slave of you.'

So, whatever is in your past, whatever you have done, whatever the deuvil
keeps throwing back up in your face (lying, cheating, debt, fear, bad habits,
hatred, anger, bitterness, etc.), whatever it is, you need to know that God
was standing at the window and He saw the whole thing. He has seen your
whole life. He wants you to know that He loves you and that you are
forgiven. He's just wondering how long you will et the devil make a slave of
you. The great thing about God is that when you ask for forgiveness, He not
only forgives you, but He forgets. Itis by God's grace and mercy that we are
saved.

The Church Mouse

The Church mouse was not very happy
And had every reason to be.

For breakfast and dinner were frugal
And it never had much for its tea.
Yetit shrugged when it sought to consider
The nature of stipends and fees
For one day it saw the trap raided
By the minister finishing the cheese.

(submitted by Maisie Bruce)



Forgiveness
(Extracts from lan Cathcart’s sermon on the morning of Sunday 9th March)

In terms of being a Church, in terms of being a denomination, in terms of
being individual Christians, what do you think is the chief thing that holds
you back from being what you're supposed to be, that is, the person Jesus
died to make you? Isit occult activity that is holding you back? Isit the flesh
and this world, the way in which the philosophies and bankrupt approach
that this world offers that draws us away?

2 Cor 2:10, 11 We will experience a lack of peace and a general spifitual
tormentin our life if we do notlive out these versesin a realistic and honest
fashion. Nothing keeps the individual Christian or the individual Church in
bondage to the past more than an unwillingness to forgive. Nothing gives
Satan greater opportunity to stop a church growing than roots of bitterness
that get sown so deeply. The evidence of personal unforgiveness and pride
is such a crudal axe at the root of what a true Chiistian Church should be,
that it so fundamentally limits the growth, that we become some sort of
bonzai church as opposed to the redwood cedar that God actually planted.
Thistakes an axe to the root of your faith because it goes to the central core
element of what Jesus did for you. So be assured thisis about as serious as
it gets. And thisis in all probability the reason why you are not maturing in
the way that you should.

Your relation with God is inextricably bound up with your relationship with
other people. You cannot get it doctrinally right vertically and just kind of
leave the horizontal stuff to the side because it is just not acceptable to
God. We have to learn to relate to others on the basis that God relates to
us. The first thingis that it (forgiveness) is absolutely required by God. He
has told us to do it Secondly, it is essential for our freedom. You have to
have an outpouring of forgiveness, the like of which you have been shown.
In other words if we are to be free, if we are to know this forgiveness, we
have to show the forgiveness.

At the end of the parable of the unforgiving servant, Jesus says those who
have been forgiven much, love much; those who have been forgiven little,
lowve litde. The extent of our debt is something we have to be aware of,
because the repaymentisimpossible. That's the situation we're all in. Mercy
isthe only way out that we have. Justice is giving people what they deserve.
Mercy is not giving people what they deserve. Grace is giving people what
they don't deserve. We're dealing with Someone whose stock in trade, His
currency, is grace and when we absolutely will not forgive because of what
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‘they’ have done, it's like being in the wrong country with a different
currency. We are no longer dealing with the exchange that accepts the
money we are dealing with. We have fundamentally misunderstood what
Jesusis doing because it's not about justice any more.

The reason why you have to forgive is because you cease to be the person
that Jesus died to make you: if you become the person who hangs on to
this, it changes you. The pain and the bitterness will change you into
somebody that Jesus did not intend you to be. We need to be asking
ourselves as a congregation why we are not multiplying, doubling the
congregation maybe every five or ten years, because if people are released
to this degree into their freedom and are walking in that degree of
commitment to Jesus, Jesus really doesn’'t have any option: He’s told us
who He is and He’s told us what He wants to do. He will bless us beyond
our ability to measure. We have to recognise that there are reasons for our
spiritual immaturity, for our sidelined sense of faith. There are reasons why
we plateau and if we don’t deal with it, we have no excuse to whine about it.

Forgiveness is to set a captive free and then to realise that you were the
captive all along. It's about deaning out the rubbish in your life that will
prevent you from living for Chiist the way you want to.

(The full sermon is available on CD or tape, Ed.)

Church Without Walls 2008—The National Gathering

Sat / Sun 3-4th May at the Royal Highland Centre, | ngliston

Thisisfirstly an opportunity to let other Christians and churches know what
God has been doing in us and through us. There are also opportunities to
have fun, join together in prayer and generally have a good time together—
as God made it plentifully clear to His people, was His intention in the
Feasts He instituted for the Jews.

We hope the whole congregation will come along to the Sunday morning 11
am to 12 noon Songs of Praise and that as many as possible will come to
the 6:30—8:30 pm worship.

We plan to have return transport laid on from the South Church on
Saturday and Sunday. Please note that there will be no services at South
Church on that Sunday (4th May). There is a form to complete if you are
interested. Please speak to Joyce MaclLean (677714) for further
information.
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Wearing the Cross at Work

“Nadia Eweida has lost her second case against British Airways, in which
she accused the aidine of anti-Christian discrimination. Originally the airline
had asked her in September 2006 not to wear a small silver cross visibly
around her neck while at work. After the airline changed its uniform policy,
Nadia was able to return to work wearing her cross visibly, but went on to
bring a broader case against BA. Nadia was deeply disappointed on heating
in January this year that she had lost the case, but said, ‘I did my part. | wait
for God to do His part.”

Pray that the Lo will reveal His purpose to Nadia and renew her strength.
Pray that, despite this outcome, Nadia’s willingness to stand up for her faith
will encourage other Christians around the word.

(Submitted by Denise Halcrow and taken from Barnabas Fund Prayer Diary)

Diamonds Women’s Conference
25th and 26th April at Destiny Church, Glasgow

Hear Dr. Caroline Leaf (Live Today' programme on God TV and Daystar)
with James and Betty Robison. She iswell received all over the world by a
variety of audiences following the publishing of her research about health
and emotional happiness and about better ways of thinking, teaching and
learning.

Also hear Sue Owen, host and founder of Diamonds. With over 20 years
expelience of pastoring she has plenty of relevant and practical input for
today's women. Thisisinput by women for women.

Tickets are £43 including breakfast, lunch, hot drinks and lots of surprises.
More information at www.destiny-church.com or (0141) 616 6777.

Scope Deadline: Wed 23rd April . Artides to: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@gmail.com, 670483) or Mary Darling (675260) please. Scottish
Charity SC011871 Penicuik South Parish Church.
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