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Minister’s Letter

Hello and, can | start by saying, | hope you will have a meaningful Holy
Week and Easter Sunday!

“We hawve nothing in common” — being blood-related and members of the
same family doesn’t always mean as much as people sometimes think.
Cameron Diaz is a Hollywood fiooker actress (the one in the poster - of
course); Toni Collette could not be more different as an actress. | suppose
that's why they cast them for ‘In Her SHOES’; a story
of a chalk-and-cheese pair of sisters who both have 4l ~ R\
to reassess each other as life throws each some A
hurdles to overcome — not least each other! Itis what &“ "')l
used to be called in the 1940s a woman’s picture but P

none the worse for that. It has a nice Hollywood
‘haven’t-we-grown’ kind of ending where everybody
has some meaningful matuiing to do before the A
credits roll. Yet the actual story-line aside, one of the \
reasons why the film (mostly) works is that is picks \
up on an eternal theme. Siblings, who are from the )
same family, with the same mum and the same dad,| SHOES
with the same schooling and upbringing, often who ﬁ’

even look alike, often in reality could not be more -

different if one was from Mars and the other from Vermus—TTrereare peupt
who are like that in every town. And that's fine. There’s no requirement for
people with the same DNA to be the same or to even to get along with one
another— but hopefully folks try!

-~

The problem is when we transfer that logic into the local church. When the
emphasis is on our differences we miss the point of what Easter was
supposed to be about. Easter, as far as our Lord is concerned, is about
bringing people back to God the Father through God the Son. But Easter is
also about bringing individual Christians back to one another and ultimately
back to their true selves. Easter means we have more that joins us than
separates us. Whatever makes us see ourselves as different from other
Christians fails to do justice to what Jesus did for us on the cross.

As Christians in Penicuik we need to be big enough to stand up and admit
we have not always focused on our shared Christian faith. After the gospels,
most of the New Testament is about why Jesusis supposed to mean Jewish
Christians and Gentile Christians should be able to get along. Hopefully the
evening service regulars will confirm this from Ephesians. Whatever
separates the Christians in the valious Penicuik churches, it isn't anything
compared to whatjoins us. The joint services in Holy Week are one way for



us to show the reality of our family likeness. There might very well be no
requirement for people with the same DNA to be the same or to get along;
Christians however are meant to be part of a very different family. Jesus
wentin our shoesto the punishment that should have been ours — that's why
we're joined at the hip. Anything else runs the risk of accepting division as
‘okay’ because we’ve aye been that way.

Yoursin Him, lan

P.S. Please note these comments are simply 1 Cotinthians, chapter 1
applied to our denomination. Read that chapter and then let me know if you
think I'm wrong.

‘How To Be A Secure Women'

Myself and a group of six other women from the church set off early in the
moring on Saturday 24" February to go to the Faith Mission Bible College,
Edinburgh in the hope that we would find out how to become secure women.
The Women’s Ministry from Chardotte Chapel hosted the conference with
guest speakers from Christian Wordd Revival (CWR).

To begin with we looked at the challenges we women face in society today
and studied the life of Esther who is a great example of a secure woman.

We leamed that in life there are things that we cling on to, to give us our
identity, for example our careers, church activities, family and friends. But to
have true secuiity we must cling only to God. We discussed that to find
security in God we must face the fact that we cannot make it on our own.
That we must be willing to enter into our disappointments, to focus on the
fact of how much God loves us and determine to forgive everyone who has
ever hurt us. The speaker said that “unforgiveness is like pouiling a cup of
poison for another person but drinking it yourself”. We leamt that security
begins with a belief not a feeling and to remind ourselves continuously that
no matter how we feel, our seculity comes from God.

In the afternoon we learnt that as women, we identify ourselves with the
relationships we have. As Christian women we must examine the way we
relate to other people, for example by being self-aware, finding out what is
hindering us, and asking are we displaying fruits of the spirit when relating
with others? The day ended by acknowledging the fact that we must depend
on the Father, Son and Holy Spirit with all our longings and remain thirsty for
the living water from our God.

We all thoroughly enjoyed the day and came away having learned so much
that will help usto continue ourjourney in becoming secure women.

Mary Hadwen



From the Kirk Session

We hawve had 3 Session meetings now with lan as Moderator — the ones in
January and February were marathon events, as we began to catch up on
business, and talk through with lan how we have done things in the past,
and how he would like to do things.

If you were in church before the February meeting you will have heard lan
ask for prayer for us at that meeting, where we were discussing Youth
Church. This was not because there is any disagreement in Session — rather
(as lan explained afterwards) it was simply reminding the congregation that
the Session does need prayer for all of its business in leading the
congregation. And, if that prayer can be focussed on matters which are up
for discussion, so much the better. In the event, after a good discussion, we
decided, for a trial perod to have regular family services, with possible
participation by the members of Youth Church. This will avoid the situation
where some members of the congregation may not even realise that we
have Youth Church, and it will also help the members of Youth Church feel
part of the whole congregation. Also in February we reviewed our Child
Protection policies, helped by Sandra Stewart, who is our Child Protection
co-ordinator.

lan brought to us the vision explained in church on 18" March by Lynne,
Katrina and Mary of a project of service within the community, centred
around a minibus. This was enthusiastically endorsed by the Session, and
we commend this as both a practical and spiritual entemprise that we can all
get involved with as a congregation. (Details of this are elsewhere in this
issue of Scope).

We agreed that there had been a lot of positive feedback from last year's
visit to the whole congregation by the elders, and we plan to do thisagainin
May — so be ready with your comments and questions for usto bring back to
Session for discussion. We're planning an ‘away day’ in early June, where
we can have more time for discussion rather than ‘Session business. Easter
services will be a litle different this year from in the past — with greater
involvement with the other Penicuik churches — make sure you read the
notices elsewhere in thisissue of Scope!

This month’s meeting dealt with several non-routine matters — we had a note
from Ann and Andrew Dunsire telling us about their visit to Russia this
summer with Love Russia’, and we asked them to keep us all infomed
about prayer requests before and during their visit. We also agreed to fund
one of them, as a means of encouragement in addition to supporting them in



prayer. We agreed to keep the number of Deacons at 12 —new members of
the Deacons Court are elected at the Annual Business Meeting (on 27"
March this year). Deacons look after the ‘temporal’ parts of church life — the
buildings, the money and the organisation of rotas etc. and are elected for a
(renewable) period of 3 years. You have to be a member of the congregation
to serve as a deacon, but otherwise all that is needed is an enthusiasm for
helping to make us an effective congregation in what we are called to do, by
making sure that things run smoothly. Nominations are made at the ABM.

The timing of morning service was also discussed, but no decisions were
made to change anything at present. In response to a request for some more
traditional hymns (with ogan), lan suggested he would consider a Sunday
afternoon service, perhaps every 2 months, that followed a more traditional
form. Watch out for details after Easter.

Neil Cape (Session Clerk)

Easter Party
Wed April 4th at 10am in Jackson Street School

What are you doing in the School Holidays? There’s going to be a party to
celebrate Easter, starting in the morning about 10am and running on till mid
afternoon. If you are dtill at primary school, thisis for you — entry condition is
that you bring a friend who doesn’t come to S Club. Numbers are limited, so
contact Sheila Anderson before it's too late (678541)

We could use some more helpers to ensure the smooth running of the
event —if you can help with all or part of the day, please contact Sheila as
above.

Christian Aid Week 2007

No, it doesn’t begin till 13™ May, but it would be great to have some new
collectors this year, so that we can cover even more of the homes in
Penicuik If we have the names early we can organise things better than we
have sometimes done in the past. All the churches work together to try to
carry out the collection as effectively as possible, so there’s quite a lot of
advance planning involved.

If you would like to be inwolved in this year's collection, or find out what this
involves, contact Joyce Maclean on 677714




Our Vision: Helping in the Community

What good is it, my brothers, if a man daims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without
clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, | wish you well; keep
warmand well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is
it? In the same way, faith by itself, if itis not accompanied by action, is dead.
(James 2 v14-17)

This passage basically sums up exactly where we are coming from. Over
the last couple of years we have all individually and personally felt very
challenged by various speakers (particulady Jackie Pullinger), sermons,
housegroup bible studies and our own quiet time, particulady with the
“Purpose Driven Life”, to be doing something with our faith.

We know it is not enough just to be Christians and come to church but that
we all have a mission and responsibility as Christians in this world thatis not
optional and that needs dealt with now. We feel particularly challenged to be
doing something in our own community. Through housegroup and chatting
to each other we realised we have a similar sort of vision for being involved
as a church in Penicuik so we met together for prayer and discussion.

We basically feel that there are so many needs in Penicuik that the church
could be trying to help people with. We feel that if the church could firstly try
to help meet people’s practical needs then we might be able to reach out
further and try to bring them to Christ. We realise that people are not going
to come looking for us to be saved but that we must try to get alongside
people wherever they are at and in that way introduce them to Jesus. We
must be alightin the word in which we live.

However, having discussed these ideas we really didn’t know where to start!
Firstly we tried to identify some of the areas of need in Penicuik and came
up with quite a few, for example, many elderly people feel isolated and
lonely, youth disorder is a significant problem as is substance misuse and
those with learning disabilities are isolated as a group.

We then tried to identify ways in which we, as a church could help and
suggested for example holding a regular lunch and somehow bringing
eldelly people along, organising activities for young people and perhaps
setting up a group for people with learning disabilities. Through prayer and
discussion the idea of having a minibus emerged as a tool which we could
use to support people without focusing on any one particular group. We
could transport the eldelly to lunches, take various groups on activities/
outings and also use itasa church resource, bringing people to church who



don’thave transpon, taking youth church to acoustic café, for S club etc.

Also we felt that a minibus could be very effective as a witness in the
community, a sign or symbol that we are a church who cares and wants to
be involved in the lives of people in Penicuik. We have a real vision for this
being a church project, something that involves us all as a fellowship,. We
know that there are many individuals in our church who are definitely
witnessing to those around them and reaching outin their own lives and we
do not want to discredit that in any way at all but we feel that itis important
that we are all corporately involved as a church in serving people in Penicuik
and hopefully biinging more and more people to Christ.

We realise that thisis a huge project and we are still in it's very eally stages,
we are currently following up links to various groups and agencies for
example the Penicuik Integration Team, Stepping Forward and the
Community Development Worker to set up meetings and try to establish
how we can best serve in Penicuik. We are also trying to find out about
grants and funding to help in purchasing a minibus.

In terms of fundraising as a church we are planning to hold a baby and
toddler nearly new sale in June and are redaunching the auction in
September. We would really appreciate prayer and support, specifically we
would ask for people to pray that God prepares us all as a church for this
venture, that we can all be involved in some way, that we can recognise our
ahility to serve whatever our own personal situations and that we can be
ready as a church to be taken out of our comfort zones. Our prayer is that
we can be faithful to our mission in Christ and that we can win more and
more people for Chiist in thistown.

Katrina McDonald, Mary Hadwen, Lynne Turnbull




Easter Arrangements
Sunday April 1 # 11:15am: All age service for Palm Sunday (Communion)

Sunday April 1 * 7:00pm: Eggs? Bunnies? Daffodils? Holidays? Come and
find out the real meaning of Easter presented in word, music, picture and
drama.

Monday April 2 " 7:00pm: St. Mungo’s (Joint Service)
Tuesday April 3 ™ 7:00pm: South Kirk (Joint Service)
Wednesday April 4 ™ 7:00pm: North Church (Joint Service)
Thursday April 5 ™ 7:00pm: St James (Joint Senice)
Good Friday, April 6 ™7:00pm: South Kirk (Own Service)

Sunday April 8 ™ 8:00am: Easter morning communion followed by breakfagt
in West Street Hall.

Sunday April 8 " 11:15am: All age Easter celebration

Sunday April 8 ™: NO EVENING SERVICE IN SOUTH KIRK! Why not join
us at the “Resurrection” event at Ingliston (see below)? We have tickets and
are booking a coach (parking may be at a premium): if you want a ticket
(they are free, but you still need one to get in!) and/or a seat on the coach
(deposit £5), give your name to Lindsay Swan (661887) or Joan Cape
(674276) by Thursday March 29th.

RESURRECTIONO7

celebrate the greatest event in history

Sun 8th April at 7:30pm, Highland Hall, Ingliston, Edinburgh

Join with thousands of Christians from across central Scotland on Easter
Sunday in a free event prodaiming the risen Chiist at Scotland’'s National
Showground, the Royal Highland Centre at Ingliston, where the M8 and M9
join. Unite with Chiistians around Scotland in the central focus of our faith,
the Lord Jesus and His resurrection. Invite those familiar with church who
are not yet Christians to a dynamic event to inspire and challenge them.
Stand before our towns and cities and redaim Easter from the Bunny.







Ame’s Testimony

Ame Townsley was recently asked to write his testimony in the West
Edinburgh Times. This is a local newspaper produced monthly and serving
Broomhouse, Longstone, Parkhead, Sighthil and Wester Hailes. The
following article appeared in Issue 48, 16 February 2007. He wrote it in the
hope that it would help people in similar circumstances.

MY NAME is Ame, short for Ambrose. I'm a recoverattoholic. | got drunk for
the first time at the age of 16 and spent the niigholice custody. Experiences like
this continued for much of my adult life. Alcoholagr my best fiend and became
my worst enemy.

Looking back | can see where all the pain stamenhy life. | knew a lot of violence
in my young life and at the age of9 had a knifeipumy eye. This let me with a
very bad squint and | went through a terrible tiateschool, through the teenage
years especially.

| wouldn't look at myself in the mirror let aloneok at anyone else, especially
girls - | just felt ugly. | took my anger out onage around me including my family
as | tried to press the destruct button. | couldnite the pain | was in or that |
needed help so it came out in anger and in getitiigk to hide or forget it.

After years of living like this, | needed psychiathelp and attended the Andrew
Duncan clinic and was prescribed antabuse to stommmking. However, none of
this was effective in stopping the cycle of addioti

At the age of 48 | began attending Alcoholics Anmiayis but continued to struggle
to stay sober. | met someone at Al-Anon who washés@ian; she spoke to me
about God and encouraged me to go to church.

One Sunday | crept into the back of a local chutelrjfed that someone would
recognise me because of my reputation as a locaikdrDuring the service |
experienced what | can only describe as a spirdwakening and 1 left church that
morning knowing my life was changed.

Since that day | have not had an alcoholic drinkodt a month later | stopped
smoking. | know that | met Jesus in church thatnimy and His spirit dramatically
changed my life, setting me free rom my addictibmsalcohol and cigarettes.

It has been seven years since | became a Chratdesus replaced the bottle and
became my best friend. At the age of 56 | got redrior the first time to Rosie
who is a social worker and church elder and | haweked as a volunteer with the
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Ark Trust and in a local day centre for older peopl

It has been a great privilege for me to be involiethe Alpha Course run not only
in local churches but also in Castle Craig, a riétation centre for people with
addiction problems. The Lord has done amazing gadind restoration in my life
and | give Him all the thanks and praise. | havpaasion for singing and | am
involved in 'Celebrate Recovery' a bible based vemgo programme for any
addictions. The Lord heals and strengthens usabatan help strengthen others.

S Club News

S Club Coffee Morning: Thanks to all those who came along, supported
and contiibuted to the Coffee Morming on Saturday 17" March. We raised a
total of £131 for our collection project ‘Global Kids India’, supporting
Operation Mobilisation’s project to build schools for India’s Dalit children.

Many thanks to all those who baked for the event, there were so many
yummy cakesto choose from!

Easter Holiday Arrangements: Please note that there is no S Club on
Sundays 1% and 8™ Apiil, these will be All age services.

Summer Holiday Arrangements: It seems a bit early to be thinking about
the summer holidays, but we would like to start organising S Club
arrangements over the summer. In order to give the leaders a break over
the holidays, we would like to ask for volunteers to cover.

The earlier we can get organised the better so that we're covered in terms of
Child Protection. We plan to operate a rota over the summer therefore you
might only be needed to cover one Sunday if enough people come forward
to help. Please don’t be put off by thinking you would have to lead a group,
we also need people to be helperstoo.

If you think this is something you could help out with then please speak to
Gill Mackintosh (even if you can only help out once this would really help).

Gill Mackintosh

Advance Notice: NEXUS Scotland 2007
23-25 August at the Scottish Exhibition & Conferenc e Centre

The purmpose is to provide a time and space for church members and leaders of
all denominations to be ingired and resourced in their faith, ministry and
mission. More information can be found at www.nexusscotland.org or from
Peter Johnston (01698 828633) .
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Celebrate Recovery

We are now in our final 6 weeks of this 52 week programme. We will be
looking at GIVE, YES and SEVEN REASONS WE GET STUCK as we
continue in Principle 8 and Step 12. This year we have again been blessed
to see lives significantly changed and healings taken place through the
amazing power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. All honour and glory
belong to Him.

We thank all who have supported us through year 5 and we look forward
with antidpation to year 6, which starts on 10th May 2007.

If you have a hurt, habit or hang-up, this Christ-centred, 12-step programme
can help you find healing and a doser walk with God - do consider coming
along to learn more. A hurt, habit or hang-up is something that hinders your
walk with God.

The feeling of being HURT is an emotional reaction to another person's
behaviour or to a disturbing situation (e.g. abuse, abandonment, co-
dependency, divorce, relationship issues or breakdown).

A HABIT is an addiction to someone or something (e.g. food, gambling, sex,
shopping, smoking, alcohol, drugs, pornography).

HANG-UPS are negative mental attitudes that are used to cope with people
or adwversity (e.g. anger, depression, fear, unforgiveness).

Healing is available through applying the principle of a Bible based recovery
process to our lives. These life problems can be stumbling blocks or
stepping stones - you decide !!

CR Leadership

CR Birthday Celebration
Thurs 3rd May at 7pm, West Street Hall

Please come along and join us as we give thanks to our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ for all he has done through this programme this year. Doors
will open at 6:30pm and the celebration will start at 7pm.

We will have testimonies from people who have expelienced changed lives
as a result of the amazing healing power of Jesus Christ. We will also have
a guest speaker. There will be a buffet and a time of fellowship where you
can talk with participants and leaders of this programme.

12




Amazing Grace

Now showing ata cdnema near you! The story of the abolition of slavery and
how it ties in with the words of the hymn. Don’t missit! Further information
at www.amazinggracethemovie.co.uk or www.premier.co.uk (induding bible
study mateiials)

Penicuik In The Park
Sat May 26" in Penicuik Park

We've booked our site and got the marquee omganised. Now all we need is
your support: prayers, suggestions and your presence to help set up and
“man” the tent on the day. Well be coming to ask for help — but don’t let that
keep you from volunteering before we get to you!

Speakto Bill Jacobs (01721 725194), Lindsay Swan (661887), Alan Rennie
(674646) or Joan Cape (674276) to find out how you can be involved or to
offer your suggestions.

By the way, it's some time since we had a floatin the parade —if anyone is
up for organising that, we’ll be only too glad to support you. Contacts as
abowe.

Youth Service at Loanhead

“Kimbeily wrote the following for Scope to try and encourage some of the
youth to participate in other activities outwith church” (Mum):

On the third Sunday of every month Loanhead patish church holds a youth
service for primary 7’'s and up. It's a great chance to meet with friends and
get to know God better in different ways. There is a worship time lead by a
praise band. Mr Duffin does a short talk

It is good to go to other churches and meet young people. | have been 3
times and will be going next month if anyone wantsto come.

Kimberly Falconer (0131 440 3964)

Scope Deadine: Wednesday 25th April . Articles to: Paul Toms (editor)
(ptomsa@googlemail.com, 670483) or James McClean (673635) or Mary
Darling (675260) please. Note change of email and deadline day.
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Getting to know Andy and Lynne Turnbull

Age Andy 38) Lynne (28)
Children Ellie (4) Hannah (3) Jonah (10 months)

How long at SK | Andy: 36 years, Lynne:; 7 years

Favourite praise |Andy: Don't really have a favouiite. Anything that'’s really
songs uplifting.

Lynne: | really like Matt Redman’s ‘Blessed be your
name’ and anything by Gareth Robinson. In fact most of
Matt Redman’s songs are great too!

Fav ourite food Andy: Thai, Indian, Italian, a good steak with onion fings.
All food really, as long as its not grapefruit or mushy
peas no, no, no.

Lynne: A good curry, homemade pizza or any of my
mum’s veggie soups.

Fav ourite Andy: Sailing in Turkey.

holiday Lynne: Don't really mind as long as it's hot and sunny

destination and I'm with family and fiends. St Andrews for Clanisa
must too!

Fav ourite Andy: Swimming, mountain biking, running and dimbing.

pastime Lynne: Mountain biking, running and dimbing.

Favourite book |Andy: ‘The Wasp Factory’ by lan banks or ‘Thunder
Point’ by Jack Higgins

Lynne: Definitely The Purpose Driven Life'. It's really
made me look hard at myself and look at what my
purpose reallyis.

Fav ourite film Andy: ‘Bullit’ (Steve Mecqueen) or ‘Ronin’, don't
remember who did it but what a car chase. Oh and
‘Blazing Saddles, now that's funny.

Lynne: Don’'t have one partcular favouiite, but | really
enjoy musicals (OK ‘Annie’ if | must admit) and a good
comedy.
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Inspiring Andy: ‘Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift
scripture you up’. (James4:10)
Lynne: ‘For we are God’s workmanship, created in Chiist
Jesusto do good works, which God prepared in advance
forusto do’. (Eph 2:10) and Think of yourselves the way
Christ Jesus thought of himself'. (Philippians 2:5)
Fav ourite Andy: Don’t have a favouiite but that new bloke lan is
sermon pretty good!

Lynne: Don’t have a favourite sermon but | am really
enjoying the evening service series on Ephesians.

Being Church
Officer means

Lynne: It means cleaning the church, opening up and
locking up after services, Putting heating on for week day
meetings, attending weddings and funerals and much
more. But, apart from the job description, being church
officer means a lot to us as | can take the children to
work with me. It's enabled me to be at home with the
kids while they have been so litle. It has been a real
blessing.

Other church
activities

Andy: On Deacons court and fabric committee. | lead a
men’s bible study (that'll be right'—Ed) on Tuesday
evenings. We are working through James at the moment.
Lynne: Sodal Committee, | deal with the Hall Lets and
with the church hall HEATING whichis a job in itselfl

Prayer for SK

We pray that SK just gets busier and busier. That the
church as a whole can be a withess to our community
and be of help in our community. We pray that old hurts
are healed so that asa church and as friends we can be
stronger together than ever.

A
%;/ Come and join us as we seek the Lord's

presence through praise and prayer. Tea

Revival Meeting
Fri 27th April at 7:30pm, West St Hall

and coffee at the beginning and the end. Details from Paul Toms (670483).
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Advance Notice: Frenzy
Sat 9th June 12 noon at The Royal Highland Centre,  Ingliston

“Frenzy is the UK’s largest one day Christian Music Festival ... it attracts
over 7000 to Edinburgh in June of each year. It brings together the finest
Christian artists from across the globe ...”. Go to www.frenzyfrenzy.com or
ring 0131 335 6200 if you want to find out more!

Please note: Gill Mackintosh (674394) is organising a coach so if you are
interested, give her your name. You will still need to purchase your own
tickets though (£30 Adult, £20 Under 16's).

Advance Notice: Esther Spa Day
Sat 19th May (not 19th Mar aswas indicated inthe  last Scope!)

Women's Group AGM
Wed 4th April 7:30pm in the hall

Lothian Taize Group

We are an ecumenical group of Chiistians who meet once a month for
quiet, meditative worship, prayer and reflection. You are most welcome to
join us at our next meeting on Friday 27th April at 7:30pm in Holy Trinity
Centre, Haddington.

Social Committee Questionaire

Thanks to everyone who returned our Church Questionnaire. Everyone who
has attended social events has said they enjoyed them very much and
would like continue to see more being planned and organised. There have
been a few suggestions for other activities such as a book group, outings for
older people, tea dances, concerts and soup lunches. Many people
indicated that they would like to go to Yellowcraigs on a bus and this is
something we shall certainly think about and discuss.

Alison Herd
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